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Part I.

Contrast between the Doctrines and Parties in 1778

AND 1836—Recall of Sir J. Colborne—Appointment

OF Sir Francis Head—Lord Durham—His Report—
Mr. p. Thompson—Sir C. Bagot.

In the causes that in 1778 led to the insurrection of the

United Colonies, there was on their part no pre-medi-

tated design. In England there was no thought—far less

any desire, to promote dismemberment.

Whoever will place himself back, and view with a

mind unprejudiced by the results, the heroic courage and

daring that were requisite in that fragment of a popula-

tion, to dare and achieve so mighty an enterprise, must

rest satisfied that something better and nobler inspired and

sustained the injured in that struggle than visionary pro-

jects as to form of government or accidents of sovereignty.

The colonists took up arms against usurpalipn ; th^r

aim waTright, their strength the law.

" On the"~other~hand, there were in England some who

demanded justice for the colonies ; there were others, and

they were the strong and the ruling party, who sought to

coerce them. Where justice was required—it was justice

to our fellow-citizens ; and where coercion was planned,

it was, according to the views of those who urged it, to

make them more fully citizens and subjects. At that


