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AN ACCOUNT OF THE

lativc power, that is, if the fame perfons were

to be both legiflators and judges, they would

have an arbitrary authority over the lives and li-

bcrties of the other members of the ftate. For,

'if they pafled judgements that were contrary to

tiie laws, thofe judgements would neverthelcfs

be confidered as being agreeable to the laws,

becaufe the judges themfelves in their other ca-

|:acity of legiflators, or makers of the laws, and

confequently interpreters of them, would have

a right to declare that they were fo. And, on

the other hand, if the judicial power was united

to the executive power, or the perfon, or per-

fons, who had the latter power, (which involves

in it the command of all the military force in

the ftate,) were likewife to have the power of

judging, fuch judges would be fo extreamly

powerful that there would be no hope of ob-

taining any redrefs againft them in cafe they

pafled unjuft and oppreflive judgements.

Of the union VI. And therefore, thirdly, there would

powers afore- be HO (hadow of liberty left in a ftate, if all
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thefe three great powers, "of making laws,

carrying into execution the publick meafures of

the community, and deciding criminal and civil

fuits," were to be united in the fame perfons,

wheher


