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the Brit'iJ}) Colonics on the xMuin Land of jfmcrica^ and both

from thc7n and our JVeJl India IJIiih/ls to Eurul>e ; rendered

the Place of fuch vaft Importance—tliat I remember wliilc*

in EnglanJ^i when wc came to know the 'lory Miniftry

had by the Treaty o^JItrccht^'wx I7I3» reli[j;n'd it to tlie

French ; all ti iie-hcartc'd Britois vviio knew the Circum-
ftance of the Ijhnd^ muft giievoully lanicntcd tjic Refig-

nation, as full of teeming Mifchief to the Britijh Trade,
Wealth and Power, ;..id as one of the mofl fatal Adls of

that unhappy Miniihy.

And the tnifchicvcus Confcquoicc h.is fmce every Year
been a growins^ Confirmation of their judicious Profpe£ls.

(For the FrenchyvcW knowing the vaft Advantage of their

Acquirition,(have built a walled Citron the moft convenient

Port both for Trade j[nd Fortification ^1— for thcfc Thirty

Tears been adding to its natural and artificial Strenkuh ]("and

• by immenfe ^ums and the utmoft Art an^l Diligence, made
it one of the ik\or\g^^FortreJ)'cs in Ajnerica^ if not in Eu-
r5/»ASuch as was not like to be taken without avcry power-
ful, fkilful and refolute Army both by Sea and Land, or be-

ing ftarved to a Surrender. In fliort, it was the Dunkirk
of North America t and in fome Refpeds of .greater Impor-
tance.

For, by Means of this IJIand and Fcrtifcation^ th.e French

have every Year enlarged their Fijhery ; and thereby their

Trade, Wealth and Shipping : And by fifliing cheaper than

we, they have more and more commanded the Trade of Spain^

Portugal and Italy \ drawn away their Gold and Silver-; and
greatly diminifh'd our Trade and tifliery, a principal Source
both of the Britijh Wealth and naval Power.

So pernicious a Settlemcn't was thir.—that for above tliefe

Tzvciity Tears, it has feem'd to me, 'twere worth the v.hile

to engage in a IVar with France, if 'twere for notl ing clfe

but to recover this moft important Ifla^ul to the BriliJhEiU'

pirc. Tho' a War was dreadful, the Neccflity and Hazard
feem'd every Year to increafe : The longer 'twas deferr'd,

the more powerful and dangerous they grew, and the lefs

our Hope of their ever being reduced.

Yea, from the Confideration of fuch a Jlrong Defence,

4lie Advantage of Woods, Sea-Coal, Fijhery, and Free-Gift

Land in this and the neighbouring Iflands, the Settlement

of Thoufands of People on them already, and tlie innume-

rable Poor in the Scu-Coaft Towns of France, ever fwarm-
.

ing and coming over to them ; -^^it feems lii^bly proba! le,

that if the PtVtV continued mi:rh leIU^.r_, there would be
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