
I
I''

Tho treaty of poaco l)otvvoen Grout Lrilaiii and the

United (States at tlio conclusion of the war for independence

was .signed at Versailles on the 3rd of L^eptembor, 1783.

That treaty declared the confederate colonies to be free,

sovereign and independent States, and that the King of

Great Britain would treat them as fjuch, and relin(|uish all

claims to tho Government, propriety, and territorial rights

of the States, The King', in his ispecch iVom ihe throne,

said: " I Jiave sacriliced every consideration of my own
to the wi.vdies and opinion of my i)eople. I make it my
humble proyer to Almighty God that Great I'ritain may
not feel the evils wliich miglit result from so great a

dismemberment of the Empire, and that America may be

free from those calamities which have formerly proved, in

the mother country, how essential monarchy is to the

eniovment of constitutional libertv. Itcliaion, lang'uaa:e,

interest, allection, may, and I hope will yet prove a bond of

permanent union between the two nations, to this end

neither attention nor disposition shall bo wanting on my
part."

In February, 1TS5, John Adams vras appointed Minister

Plenipotentiary of the United States at the Court of St,

James, Adams was an accomplished man of business, his

services were of great importance to his country. Having

studied law at Cambridge, he joined the l>ar in 1750. IIis

ih'st open advocacy ot Colonial independence was in the

support of the application of the Boston citizens to have

the courts of law re-opened, when they had been closed,

on the ground that their proceedings were informal without

stamps, lie was engnged in the construction of Congress.

He was one of the committee for preparing the celebrated

declaration. He organized the system which gave its war
service to the United States, and was instrumental in

putting the army in the hands of Washington. Adams
was in every way a worthy representative of the young


