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we are assembled he gave the name of

Patiujalsle. Mr. Dixsun himself wa3
not -i fai mer iiiid had never follow ed that

occupation. The spring he arrived here
was late, cold ai:d diacourayihi^. He
saya h>* found almost the whole popular

tioii, whi; had come here from New
B]iigland some seven years previously

umch discontented and de>irou8 of s. 11-

ing their '.mds and letiirnin;^ to New
England. He strove to ascertain the

cause of such universal discontent aiid

soon arrived at the- conclusion if was due
to indolence aiid iyuorance. Accustonu'd

as he had heen to untice the agriculture

al operations of Yorkslriv, jierhaps at

that time the most advanced, of any pun
of Engljind or even of Europe, the n w-

er and cruder opei.ttions which here

met his obr-eivution could noi but suf-

fer by jomparis(Ui. It is but reasonable

to suppose l:he New E'l^landers with

tlieir seven yjars experience with the

soil and cliuiate of this country, should

have actjuired a more correct general

know leilije of the country and its caj a-

bilities than a stranirer, who had no
practical knowledge of agricultural pur»

suits could he capable of forming with

(Uiiy a couple of weeks observation.

Here, howver he applied himself (lili-

j;ently to the cultivHtiou and improve-

ment of his estate in which he was assist-

ed the first y( ar by Thomas Anderson
who with his youthful bride were his fel-

low passeu[;e;8 from Enylind. If is

said of Mis. Anderson that upon their

arrival at Halifax, she was so Inunesick

she earnestly desired to return to Eiij;-

land in the same ship. A vtar la;( r Mr.
Dixon writes a pnper rcconling the cir-^

cumstaiices of his early life, his occipa-

tion, his reliu'ious views, his nuirriai.'e,

the reasons inducing hiui to leave Eul'-'

land and his coming to America and his

settlement here concluding with the

words f(»llowing '"and now let us adore

that Providence that h;is brought us

through many dai'<.'ers froinour Father's

house and given us a It in a strange

land and an inheritance which we never

deserved nor exjiected." Between 1772

and 1777 a considerable number of other

families from YorKshire came out and
settled in Sackville and adjoining locali-

ties, some of whom were encouraged to

do so by Mr. Dixtn while some were

aided and assisted by him in procuring

suitable locations for settlement. The
loyalty of these English immigrants was
jilmost immeaiately put to a severe test

by circumstances connected with the vevx

olutionary war, and the fact that so large

a proportion ot the New England settl-

ers here, actually .sympathized with the
revolted Cohmies. But to the h<mor of

the Yorkshire settlers be it said, they were
almost a unit in adhering to the cause
of Cireat Britain, though for a time they

suU'ered the indignity of having their

houses robbed and pillaged, and them-
selves forbidden to stii olf their prem<«

ists.

To i man like Charles Dixon th's was
a terrible humiliation. His loyalty to the

crown and government of England wsg

intense; he could njt conceive of any*
th'iig so foolish iiiid wicked as rebellion

against such a governiui i.t and such a

King as G'orge the third and his feeN

iiigs cowards such persons and tlieir

sympathizers were ^uch that he did not

wish his family to associate or inter-

marry with them in after life. Of the

Yorkshire immigiants, it can safely i)e

said they wei e h lu .-t, moral, induss

trious, and loyal citizens, very plain

spoken, when they said yea or nay,

whatever that implied could be relied

upim. If they differed, as tlicy Rome»

times did, they expressed llun. selves

ui)on the points at issue WMth admirable

ilii'L-ctness and without prevarication.

Thty did much to improve the C(mditioii

of the country both morally and physic

cally I rejoice to be permuted to par-*

ticipate in any demonstration to honor

their memory, and to declare my convic-

li<m that none of their descendants have

any cause to be ashamed of their ances-

try.

The Drst grant of the parish <f Sack,

ville comprised 35,250 acres all to New
England people and was issued ni 17C5.

A later irruit must have been issued si on

after, as an assessment of t!ie land own-

ers of Sackville w.is made in 1777 by

James Law and Charles Dixon in which

the quantity assessed is over 90.000

acres and in which there are many
nauies of New England people.

The largest land holder in Sackville

at that date was Samuel Rodgers, one of

the most active participators in the

Eddy war. so called, to whose name
stands 4,746 acres. I recollect this old


