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Ex.tent of the Yiikon.

HlE Yukon Tcrritory is a
hugice district af approxi-
mlatch- 198,000 square
mlesC on the north of
Britishi Columbia, bctwceni
tlhe Mackenzie River on
the east and Alaska on
the wcst. It lies ini the
saine longitude as Norwvav
and Sweden f rom Ciri s-
tiania niorthward. Trhe
auriferouls gravels e.Ntend

over suchi an enormouls ai-ca that
figures caiî hardîx' be given. The
KIlndike gyold ficlds, as l)opularly un-
(Ierstood, hiowevei-, cover a smnall ai-en
of thirtv to foi-tv square miles,
bounded bv the Kiondlike, Yukon and
Inldian Rivers. But prospectors have
been busv, and the country to thc
north, the west, and the south is heve
aîwl there awakening, into life.

If von travel northlward fromn the
great coast rangre to the north of Bný -
tishi Columbia, yoiu will1 find that the
general elevation tends to fali ail the
xvav uintil von reachi a rang-e about
twenty ilies north of Dawson. Thle
coast inîountains show a maximum alti-
tulde of about i9,ooo feet. which
tancil diinhles as vou glo north,

adthe highest point in the Klondike,
the Dome, %vhiicli some vailvf exPectcd
to be the " niother Iodle " of the allu-
vial crold, is onlY 1.700 feet. Tfhe
Klondike is thuls. as it N'cre, an ex,7-
tensive vallev sheltereci beinid the
coast miounta-inis. TIhis geoga)hiCal
situation determines the cliniate of the
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Yukon. To the fail and clevation of
the cotuntrv add the fact that the coast
range sifts the cold, damp winids of
the coast of their moisture, and it wvîll
1)C und(lrstood lhow w'c find thc interior
of the Yukon -3o dlry. \d(l furtlier the
intensitv andl long (luration of the
n-orthein sunlshille from Mav ouwNard,
and it wvill be casilv undcrstood, as Mr.
'Irea(lgold remark.s. h9w\ it is that %ve
can pass froni w~inter on -the Alaskan
coast, as early- as 'May, into summiiier in
the Yukon initerior. thioughl faring (11e
north ail the t1ime.

It is probably the Alaskan coast and
ex.,traor(linaý.rv tales of w~intcr liard-
shilp whichi have gYiveni people the imi-
pression that the initerior of the Yukon
is a land of almost eterual -winitcr. TI
the romnantie (lavs of a couple of vears
ago phiotographers hiad a great mun on
fantastie wv.mter scelles. But the nman


