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]IMSTORY REI>EATS 1T-SELF.

AMI whcun ail the land of Egypt, %vas fitxuislicd thie peoplo cried. to Phiaraohi for
brcad. andl Pliaraohi said unto aLlf the legyptikins. Go tinto .Joseplh wliat hie ý,aitI o

yon, do.-The Courier, Duiidee.

work.men were employed in ta.pping
the rails and examining the sleepers.
The ent!re traffic was dislocated for
days before tihe arrivai of the imperial
train, and no0 one save those kinown
to the authorities as absolutely reliable
persons were al-lowed lxi approacli the
neighbourhood of the railway.

UNDER MHE WARu CLOUS).
There can be no doubt Russia lias

strengtli in reserve for a terrible and
far-reaching confiet, but thie startling
initial victories of Japan have deait
her prestige a terrible blow. The
sleepy millions of the East are rousing
themselves to possible deliverance
from the oppressive heel of the aggrcs-
Éor ,With Japa-n es protectoi.

Little Jaipan scems to, mount easily
from -victory to viotory. Yet no one
can foreteli tihe outeoine of wbat
threatens to be a long and tedious
war. One thing- seems tolcrably cer-
tadn, that xnuch of the strength axvd
ir±vulnerability of the Great Bear was
mere bravado and self-assertion. It
Js an illustration of the o]d truisin,
"A 4Thain is oniy as strong as its
weakest liýnk."1 One does not make a
strong nation out of an oppressed and
Ignorant people. Thle vigilance with
which Russia -las censored lier press,
tramp]ed on the spirit of indepcnd-
ence, and silenced freedo-m of thought,
this spirit bas not ralsed for bher a

nation of strong- defenders for the test-
ing,-ti-nie.

M~ for Ja-pan, t.he pluicky littie
nation lthat hias %prung up, as it were,
ont of Mie sea in a night, dts people
are said to hoe celebrating rtheir vie-
tories in the streets of the Qipital.
One feels teïmpted 'to paraphrase two
lines of ]3liss Carman's " Coronation

'fiare aie joy-bells in .Japan, tiiere are
ligh1ts lu Tokio town

'.i'ere is btuntingl iu the Chiannel, wh'Iera-
the ficets go III and dlown.''

Whatever the final outcome rnay be,
Japan bas al-ready drewn the eyeýs of
the world to lier Island Empire.
W-hen we stop to thia1k that if. is only
fifty years since the JaTganese saw the
first steain vessels, on-ly fifty years Iast
July since Contmodore Perry sailed
into ber ports, and broltI*e -down -the
barriers that se>parate<l Jaipan froin
the civilized world, when çwe stop te
thinv of tIii, we realize more of the
splendid aposibilities latent in the
Orient. No doubt one good resut of
an otherwvise harrow-ing war, is that
our people are st'udyln-g the East, are
eoming to lznew the East. 'Men who
alhave neyer takzen any Interest In mis-
sionary work are now intent-ly Inter-
ested in these lands. IlIay it result in
a great awakçen-ing to the needs and
the place of missions In tihe luistdry
of the nations.
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