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Westminster Abbey.*

@iHE Abbey, while it ranks as a cathe-

dral, has no Bishop, It kad onc for
ten years, A.D. 1540-’50 in the person of
Bishop Thirlby, but he was the first and the
last Bishop of Westminster. The name
seems to be derived from the Western Mo-
nastery, or ‘ Minster of the West,” found-
ed by certain monks of the Benedictine
order on thesite of the present edifice, then
known ag the Isle of Thorns—*‘a wilderness
thicket affording cover {o the wild ox and
red deer that strayed into it from the neigh-
boring hills.,” Tradition has it that an an-
cient temple of Apollo on this site was
transformed into & Christian church about
A.D. 153 ; but it is not until A.D. 616 that
the story of the Abbey becomes historical.
Its reputed founder was King Sebert who
who died in that year, and whose grave is
still pointed outwithin the Abbey. Sebert’s
church having in the lapse of time fallen
into decay, Edward the Confessor cleared
out the old foundations and erected what
was considered at the time a magnificent
edifice, dedicated to St. Peter, the patron
saint of the original church. And so it comes
that the full title of Westminster Abbey
to-day is, “ The Collegiate Church or Abbsy
of St. Peter's at Westminster.” Edward
lived to see the completion of his grand
Minster and was buried with great pomp in
front of its high altar (1066.) Henry III.
pulled down the Confessor’s eathedral, all
but a fragment of the nave, and erected the
present splendid edifice, the first stone of
which was laid in the year 1221. It was
intended that it should surpassinsplendour
every sacred edifice then in existence. Its
Chapter house and its ornaments were ex-
quisite. Eminent foreign painters and
seulptors were invited to show their skill
in decorations ; mosaics, enamels, and mar-
bles wexe brought from Italy. The result
of Henry's pious notion was the fine spe-
cimen of Gothic architecture which now at-
tracts thousands of visitors from all parts of
the world every year. There are larger ca-
thedrals in England and elsewhere, and
much older; but nowhere is there ar eccle-
siastical.structura invested with such a con-
tinuous succession of historic associations as
this. The history of the Abbey, it may be

said, is the history of England for eight

hundred years.

The chapel known as Henry the Seventh’s
is especially beautiful. It occupies the site
of the Lady Chapel which Henry III.
had erected and dedicated to the Virgin, and
appears now as an extension of the choir of
the cathedral proper. It was erected by
Henry VIJ as a mausoleum for himself and
his successors. In it wasinterred the royal
bailder, whose effigy, enclosed in a splendid
shrine of brass, is one of the most conspicu-
ous objects in the Abbey. Within this sa-
cred cdifice the Kings and Queens of Eng-
land have been crowned from William the
Conquerox (1066) to Queen Victoria (1838)
A most interesting relic is the szone of Scone,
encased in a wooden chair, in which all
those monarchs have sat for coronation. It
isthe famous stone which Edward I. stole
from Scotland long ago—that on which the
Pictish Kings had been crowned at Dun-
staffnage and Scone, which had served the
same purpose on the sacred hill of Tara in
Ireland—where it was known as the ¢ Stone
of Destiny,’ and, if we follow the legend to
its source,—the stone which Jacob had for
his pillow at Bethel ! No granderpageants

- have ever been seen than some of thesse co-

ronations ; but a coronation, however splen-
did, is soon forgotten. It isotherwise with
the tombs and monuments of the illustrious
dead. The Abbey, in this respect, is the
most perfect ¢ ssrmon in stone’ that exists
at the present time. The nuinber and va-
riety of its historic tombs far surpass those
at Roskilde in Denmark, St. Denis, in
France, and even the Santa Croce of Flo-
rence, and the Campo Santo of Pisa. Per-
hapsthe most striking monuments in the
Abbey are those to Elizabeth—the most
illustrious queen up to her time that ever
swayed the English sceptre—and to her un-
fortunate cousin, Mary Queen of Scots.
¢ Elizabeth lies in the same vault with Mary
her persecutor, and in the same chapel with
Mary her victim”—*their envy buried in
the dust!” (eorge II and Queen Caroline
were the last of the Inglish sovereigns
buried in Westminster. The hand-baok of
the Abbey gives the names of 544 persons
who are commemorated here, but the actual
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