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Doom of White Pine,

The days of tho whito pino furests in Min-
pesols are numbered, and, as this State is
{holastof tho great central Northwestern
States in which white pinegrows, the day of
{ts oxtinc*ion marks tho end of white pine as
s faclor in the trado of tho country.  There
is no other treo so valuable for genoral build-
ing PUFRCes; nothing has been “found to
take its place, Tho yollow pine of the South,
ihe fir, cedar,_or redwood of tho far Weay,
1ho spruce ot Maine, and other woods are. bo-
ing gradually introdaced to take tho placo of
whito pine, but mnone 13 equal to it in the
erso with which it adapts itself to the tool of
{ho workman, to thoshapoes forced on it by
tho wood- working machine, or in strength,
Jightnoss, and boauty. The white pine is
tho kivg of woods, and has been and still is
tho chief factor in wood building operations
alf over tho country. It has beon uced as it
1be lawbermen belioved its supply to bo ab-
wlutely inexhisustiblo, and that they could
Jeavo to their children nu dearth of this most
{mportant wood. .

Estimutas just compiled by the State Forest
Warden of Minnesota, an offico created by
\be last Legislature becauso of tho opinion
that the rich forests wero being too rapidly
depleted, show that therc are in Miunesota
10000,000 acres of forest land, and thaton
this thero stand, in addition to othor woods,
19,030,000.000 feot of live white and Norwey
Jise and spruce, of which the white pine ag-
gregats 11,500,000,000 feet, This is a vast
wisl. bat .3 is beiog cut down ab the rato of
about 1,200,000,000 feet a year, besides fear-
{ul Icsees by fires, and the supply will hardly
Jast mor3 than a dozen yoars. It would not
latt 50 long as this were it not for tho fact
that the fire-swopt pino can be saved by cut-
ting when it isso located that it can be reach-
od by railroads or water iu time tu saveat
tom the attacks of worms. Thera is, too,
s constant growth of .ie green timber, esti-
matd at not far {rom 13 per zont. & year,
which will have somo effect 1n warding off
the final axo cuts. Bat in from ten to fifecon
%  years tholast winto pine forests in the Unit-
od States will have disappeared, for pine does
not succeed a3 second growth timber, or at
lesst has not done so with all tho experi-
R ments carried on ic the old pineries of
¥ Michigan and other States.
8 Michigan is now ncarly denuded. Its
mills have gradually been burned or torn
down, or are catbing on timber imported
from the Canadian shores of tho Georgian
Bay. 1n Wisconsin, .where the dustruction
R ofthe fores's bogan as an earlier day than
B in Minaesota tho ond i3 aprroaching, and
& wmiicomeluug before the date set for the
BB Ncrih Star State.

i courwo the figures given by the State
8 Warden 1n thus, his first report aze only es-
R tcates. Butthey aroas reliable asitis
pexsible to make them, and ave the combined
B rsultof the measures of experienced osti-
E mators for tiumber buyers, of the consul-
b tations of experts who have travelled and
R creisd through the forests for alifetime, and
B of the persomal knowledge of the fure-
[ mostmen in the pine trade. It may be that
B 2 mistako has been made, wnd that the total
shruld bo larger shan reported, bat thatis
E not hikely, and the figures are probably to
R stand until the forests have sctually been
# cutdown and the amounts taken from them
B accorately known, This is, of course, the

g ooly way possible to prove just what thess

R 11,000,000 acres of 1and contain.
B Thessw mills of Minneapolis and Duluth
ek cut about 500,000,000 foet a year, run-
g uiog during the summer and fall. The
K dinneapolis cut all comes from the forests
R thout the head of tho Mississippi river,and in
B » few years will convert the headwaters of

that stream to a roaring gully ar on ol wnat
dry ohasne. Tk out of tho Duluth mulls
comes from the shores of Tako Suporior, #ad
is about half sipplied from Wisconsin  Tho
offect of the out about tho great lake is
already seen in its constant lowering, in the
eonversion of its mountain streams to
torronts during tho wot soason and mero
fishways in tho dry, aud in the provalonro of
fires for months in the year. Mills at other
points in thoState, west of tho vast Red Lake
resorvation, and on tho Jower Nississippi
river, saw tho remaindor of tho annual cut,
This cut is growing year by year. and was
nover 80 large as in 1895, Timber in the old
days that was thought far boyond the possi-
bility of reach is now being takon out by
thousands of feot daily by tho logging steam
roads that have superseded tho water courses
as indispensabloadjuncts of forest destruction,
Thesa roads now reach the furthest points in
tho forests, and are built at littlo more ex-
ponso than was formerly put on tho hauling
roads over which the logs wore pul'ed by
horss to the landing places on the streams
which floated them to the mills,

Trrigation in Alberta.

W. R. Hull's irrigated ranch ic one of the
institutions of the West, says the Calgary
Herald, Its five thousand acres, four hun.
dred of which are cultivated and artificially
watered by three miles of ditch, furnish one
of the most significant object lassons in Cun-
ada. Though ecight years in Mr. Hull's
hands, and three years under irrigation, it
never looked botter than now.

‘“Tho year before woe began to irrigate,”
said Mr Huli as he showed & press reprosen-
tative over the place, ** we got ninety tons of
ecrop off that land The firt year with
wrigation wo got GWU tous, the seceoud year
1.000 tons and this year wo expect 1.200 ™
No more striking proof of the benefits of
irrigation could be sought

The ranch contains thirty-two miles of
Texas fencing. A band of cattle averaging
300 bead, ready for the butcher, is kept on it
the year round. As regards feced, shelter,
water, sconery and every complement of an
ideal ranch is porfection. Traversed as it is
by two streams—the Bow river and Fish
creek—there is po lack of water for either
stock or crops. No prettier sight can be
imagived than the stragg’ ug bauds of fat
Shorthorn steers along the valley of Fish
creek with its back ground of timber and
hills, and grass knee-high.

The ranche iy picturesque. So is the
Chinaman, who cvvked an excellent lunch
for the party. Ieis not only picturesque;
he i3 a prodigy of usefulness * Charlie,™
said his boss, while the trio of us enjoyed a
smoke after lunch, ' ridedown and bring the
cattlo over to this side the hill.” In a few
seconds ** Charlic,’' mounted on a stout
cayuse, was transformed into a regalation
cowboy, and when we drove up the valley ho
had a magnificiont band rounded up 1nshape
to be ingpected. The Celestial factotum also
attenas to the domestic stock, the garden and
the irrigation dems. The professor came to
the congiusion, in classical language, that he
was a jim-dandy.

The production of & necessary adjunct to
the travelling outfit of a Northwest party
rominded the professor of buying sheop in
tho north of Scotland, After breakfast the
receptacle is produced, and you have fifteen
preliminary drinks before going out to look
ab the sheop. If the saleis madeyou go back
to the houso to colebrate the event in carnest.
After lunch you have fiiteen more, not count-
ing numerous lubrications during the lapsts
of conversation at lur:h, However, as we

-

bnying the inoffeusive sheep, and as none of
tho party wore afflictad with any trouble in
tho wind-pipe. tho receptacle did not suffer,

QOno of the finest ornamen's of the raucho
is tho house, only it is not built. On the
plan, however, it appears as an olegant picco
of architecture, with a haudsome front, a
wing and ornamental wiadows, aund sur-
rounded by a wide verandah. Contractor
Jean Watson i3 at work on tho first story,
and will have the wholn houso finished in
time for wintor, Tho matarial, most of
which is on the ground, is stone foundation.
lumber, plastor and brick voncor. The cost
will bo botweon 83,500 and $1.000. The
dining aud sitting romms, on oach sidoof a
fino entrace hall, will be cach 18 {oot by 22
feot. B sidos these thero will bs & mon's
room, kitohen, and soveral bedrooms. The
house will bo fitted with open fire places,
after the Eoglish fashion,

Decidedly the most interesting portion of
tho range is that under irrigation. It is
served by o three milo main diteh conctruo-
ted on a dead lovel and connecting tho Bow
with Fish oreck. I% can bp madé to carry
water from tho former to the latter stream
and vico vorsa. Tho 400 acres cultivatad lio
admivably for receiving wator. The crops
grown include wheat, barley, oats, bromus
and timothy. All these bty the marvecllous
power of irrigation, grow from four tosix
feot high. thick on the ground aud lovel &= o
table. Tho crop is heavy boyond beliof and
naturally astonishes the oyo of an casterner.
A groat deal of tho bomus aud timothy is
now in stack and the stubble has already put
forth a greon carpot of rich youug growth.
A fino patch has been left to raise seed for
further plauting next season.

At work in the vast hay fiald i3 a most in-
geunious but strangely smmple stacking
machine. Worked by one horse it throws
on the bigh stack <nor Latw pounds of hay
with every sweow of 1ts big arm, which dis-
roses of its load as fast as six horses and
threo men  th wide carrying : akes can pile
them on. With two men on the atack 50
tons per day are put up, 300 tons having ban
stacked in about a week. As above men-
tioned there will bp 1.2uV tons in all.
will be no starvation on that ranch.

Australian brome grass is the solution of
tho feed problem 1n Alberta, Its yield is
enormous, incressing overy year, and it
makes excellent hay.

Fine patches of enrn  pntatoes and other
tender gardon prnduce formed living wit-
nesses to the fact that frost had not yet got
in its deadly work.

Bofore returning the party ivapeeted the
head gates «f the ditch where 1t starts from
the Bow. Here there i3 an expensivecut 19
feet doop through gravel. a dozen yards of
excavating that cost S1 duv.

On bis farm near town Mr. Hall hes com-
menced toirngate 150 acres from the Calgary
Irrigation company's canal. e also has
irrigation on his big range at Plam Coules,
60 miles south.

Asked whether he considered a dollar an
acre & fair charge for wator. Mr. Haull
answored. * Yes,” adding that irrigation
was just tho difforence botweon a good crop
and no crop at all, and that a dollar an acre
wus certainly a small consideration under

such circumstances.

There

Northwestern Ontario.

The stock of John King, general store-
keeper, Fort William, is advertised to be sold
by auation on March 81,

Thoe Coronada Gold Mining Co., of Rat
Portage, Limited, has obtained a charter.

Andrew Cuthbert, tailor, kas opened buse

wero neither in the north of Scotland, nor

iness at Bat Portage,



