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The Waterways Convention.

The Eugincering Record says of the water-
ways convention to assemble at Detroit on the
17th inat.:  ** It is understood that it will de-
mand appropiations fcom Congress for improv-
ing the lake charncls, and the appointment of
a commission to report onsome project for con-
neoting tho lakes with the Atlantic. The ficst
projoct ombraces the continnauce of the work
on tho new lock at the St. Mary's Falls, dredg-
ing in Hay Lake, St. Clair flats aod on the
Grosse Poiute channel, with the removal of
minor obstructions.  These chanaels require a
width of from 500 at Hay Lake to 800 fect at
Grogso Pointe,at which latter point a commerce
exceeding 20,090,000 tons annually is now pas-
sing,  Depthe of 20 and &1 feel will be asked
for, Asdopendent upon this, if not a part of
1%, o domand will be made for deepening and
enlarging tho principal harbors an the lakes.
This ts thuught to bo the subject of the greatest
and most immediate importance that will cyme
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before the convention, and it does not soem that
there can be any divided interests as to this,
nor any valid argament against it except a de-
mand for cconomy in immediate expenditures.
It can, however, easily be shown by comparing
General Poe’s official report on the traffic of the
‘Soo’ canal with the average freight rate on the
railroads of this country as returped in ¢ Poor’s
Manual’ that the saving on the cost of trans.
porting the freight which passed through the
canalin 1889 was over $16,000,000 as compared
with a like gervice by railreads.  And the total
expenditures by governmnent on the lakes above
Niagara Falls have beea but little over $28,-
000,000, Under these circumstauces it will be
very hard to convince those interested in cheap.
cr transportation that there is any cconomy
from delay in improving the channels of so large
and profitable a commerce.

“The demand for a navigable channel of like
depth with those of the lakes, connceting the

lakes with tidewater, which secems growing in
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volume and ioteneity, will be apt to meet op.
position from the elevator intorests at Buffalo
end from others, who doubt if the prefits or
saviogs on transportation through the caral will
return a fair interest on the very heavy iuvest.
ment required for its construction, while the
railroads, which have secx their freight charges
cut down through tho o'nnpetition of the exist.
ing watorways, will oppose this part of the
convention’s demand bicterly, These combined
interests will doubtless be able to materially
delay the inception of the worlk, though it is to
be hoped they cannot prevent the appointment
of a commission of enginecrs to report on the
subject.”
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Freight Rates.

Thoe Chicago Trade Bulletin, of December 21,
8ays. ‘‘The railroads have made considerable
progress towards moving cars the past week,
and part of the blockade was raised. The
western roads in a number of instances have
run grain directly to store, and by so doing
prevented further aceumvlation of cars on side-
tracke. Tho castern roads have, by bard work,
succeeded in cleaning up part of the accumula.
tion of cars and during the closing days severel
roads announced that they would receive cars
from western connections., The railroads have
never seen a time in their existence when all
their facilitics were so taxed as at present.
Indications point to a continued large business
and a surplus of cars is not to be expected the
rest of the winter. All zail rates are well
maintained on tho basis of 25c on flour and
grain, and 30c on provisions 1o New York.
Though business was restricted by the car
blockade and little was done. OQcean rates
wero weaker and lower, with liberal offerings
of room. Through rates to Liverpool weve
quotable at 41% to 44ic on flour, 43 on grain,
and 42} to 633c on provisions, A littleinquiry
existed for vesscl room to load and store grain
until the opening of navigation. There isabout
5,000,000 bushels of grain tonnage in port, and
several charters have been made.  The asking
prico is 53¢ for wheat to Buflalo.”



