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ONE THING OR EVERYTHING.

A MERCANTILE YARN OF THE NORTHWFERT,

(Spun Specinlly for The Commnreiceal )
CIAPTER 1.
THE OPENING,

Jake Millbauk wiped the pervmiration from his hmow,
latd dowan hia felt hat, gat tlwngelf up on s counter and
hehted o cheap domestic eigar.  He required and was
entitied to a little revt, for it was now noon, and for tour
houes he had been busy opening up, shelving and generally
«rranging a stock of general terchandise ; and only thove
who have done such work ave avare of ow a few hours
of it tirce a an, epecially on a apring moming in the
Northwest, when, as is not uncommon there, the sun
saddenly bovaky forth in power and brightness, making
havoe of the tew remaining relicy of winter, and Jumping
asit were from that season clean over the head of spring
elear into sattner heat, and catehing many as it did Jake
on this occacion with a heavy «uft of underclothing stilt
untler his onter gannenta,

Jake Millbank was only a new arrival in the little
Northuestern town in which he was Jocated,  He had
Il from hiv birth until thisty years of age in an ol
fashioned town 1n an eastern province, where his father
had been the teading dry goodsmerchant for nearly forty
vears, and until death terminated his long carcer of
modding industry and careful attention to  businesa,
Lake tost careful plodding wen the father had gathered
together a little wealth, which at hia death was supple.
mented by some seven thouand dollars paid by life
panics on policies, issuxd over a quarter of
a century proviousls, and kept in foree by regular premium
pasments during that long interval.  He left his widow
and three sons in casy circumstances, and a saluahle
bustness to the two oldest boys, who were hoth married
and family men, while Jake, the s oungest, aud as most
ohserving people aaid, the simartestand most enterprising,
received as his birthnght a few thousand dollams of ready
mones, a division of the family estate, which was «atis.
factory to all, and cspecially to Jake, who for several
vears had lost jutercst greatly in the slow going con
ventional buyness his parent had built up, and was long-
my for some new and wider fleld in which to evpend his
cneneg) and enterprive.

The Northwest fever has heen more or fessof an
epdemic in Eastern Canada since the year 1572, vising
and falling in violence as circumstances guided, and from
this ailment Jake Mitlbank had suffered for two sears
Lefore his father's death, but he could not leave his parent
i the feeble state in which he had heen for a long time
before hisend  His fever was lasting, however, and as
want as possible after the sul event he made his way to
the praine land, <ccured o business lot in a new and
thoving town, bult a frame wtore building, with a sleep-
ing room for himself in the vear, and just as the first
brizht sun of May was wanuing all arcund, we find him
as above described opening up and armanging a new
general merchandise stock n his new and conmadious
~ture.

\ fresh arrival in the Northwest i termed a tewderfoot,
and it dependy entively upon how soon such arrival adapts
hinnself to the circumstances of » hew country, his retain-
g or getting clear of the title.  Jake Milthauk was not
of the stuff tobe long classed thus,  He had come out in
~tareh of new jdeas and a new mode of life and husiness,
and during the three months he had spent in the country
before he was able 1o get started in mercantile hfe, he
bl managed to steer elear of all the allurements of corner
lotaan embry o esties, had avouded alt wildeat investments,
heepung «olid his vesolution to get started in a staple
busmess, and had even been acciitnated to some extent,
W having his pose frozen while taking a cross country
<deigh ride some ten day 2 after his arrival frons the cast
Of vourse his mind was wade up that he could nesver suc.
el iy sticking to the ideas of his castem hame,  There
a s hal to stick to dry poody, yroceries, handware or
~ome ope branch of trade bat in this new country Jake
ralized that he must take hold of anything that came his
way, i which there waxany clear prospect of profit, and
1 fact that a taan to succecd muast not ind himeel! fina-
It to une thing, but be ready totake a hand in everything
that came within the range of 2 man m mercantite bus.
uess He had opened up store wath quite a varied stock
of merchandise, and if he could not seenre all readdy
money purchases, he could truck and trade in every class
of products brought in by his farmer customery, and in
most instances make his profit both ways, Me wasnot o
coneeitetl man, but he considered himself able to hold his
own in almost any kind of honest mercantite husiness,
andd hie felt xativfied that the <imple pioncer conmunity
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in which he had located would not require the shamp
watching which was too often necexuary in the eastern
country hehad left.  Hiw neighbors in s illage and country
were a peaple down to primitive halate and mode of
living and hi«dealings with thea would he correzpond-
ingly shwpie, eany and <atistactory, He Just failed to
roember the olil <aving that, “necessity 14 the mother
of invention,” and to reason therefrom, thatina new
country filling up with poar but industrions settlers,
necesuty often reached exteeme limite, and was veny
likely to biring A cotreepanding stram upon inventive
wenfus, and as he afterwande found, all the power of -
ventive genus i not put forth on machinery and other
things, which are protected by patent tights,  0f course
his tistake was a trifling »n e, hut one often made by
arrivaly in a new conntry

Jake had barely finished his «noke and opensed his store
door for the Hirt time to the public when hie hald a call
trom Dr. Sawbones, the only medical man in the village,
who helped himself to a cigar and ordercd some house.
hold supplies ta he chaneed of course,  Others tullowed,
sampling the ciam left open to sHl, and buying some
teitling articles, and tater in the atternoon, Mr. Ponvonby
Neville, a vdung English gentleman, supposed ta have
constderable wealth in bis native countrs, and locaterd on
a farm with three hired hands, o few miiles trom the
village, was among the ealless, and among those who
werz lowdest in their pratse of the tidy, well armanged
appearance of Jake's new establishment.  Betere leaving
Mr. Ponxonby Nerville decided to open hin account for
tann supplies with Jake, and in the evening one of his
wagons took away quite a liberal opening order, which
was changed up of contrve.  Thus the first day’s business
drew to a close, and after c¢losing hia store door for the
night Jake fpoted up his day’s hisinexwith the foltowing
results:  Sales, #77.80; caxh, 28 30; changed, ¥71.50  The
proportion charged was strikingly large, but then Me,
Ponsonby Neville's onter watde up alarge share of the
changes, and the balance was against good honest people
located and iuterested in the heighborhaod, all of whow
would pay in time, and Mr Neville’s business way ax wood
as cash, as he was known to be a man oflarge means, who
preferred the unconentional and free life of a North.
western agriculturalist with all its sacritices to one of
indolence and luxury in England. The figures «ativled
Jake, and he felt convinced that he would scon work
into popularity in hixnew sphere,

Ax the summier advanced Jake Millhank hecame wmore
and more at case in hi< new home. There was eonvider-
able xcarcity of money in A2 country around, but as yvet
he had no business obligations to prexs him, and the out.
fook for harvest was fairly gomd, and once that wag
secured  the financial ituation woulil be completely
changed.  He had regular calls and orders from Mr,
Neville and other less impartant customers in the coun.
try, while Dr Sawhones kent adding to his xcore in the
Wooks, aud like alt others aroutd makiug big «ateunlations
upon the financial freedom to e seeured when tb - ceop
came to market. He had calls also from Joe Freejaw,
the grovers drummer, who was sure to bring with him
the Iatest thing in a lnamorous story, and Fred Melton,
the dry goods drununer, who, although no politicat
partizan, could talk for hours on the pohtical system of
the Duminion, and expose its erils sometimes in scathing
languaze. Sam Slickmouth, the fann machiners agent,
too was in two or three tisies every week, and brought
glowing accounts of the ~tate of xrowing crops, ~o that
there was nothing appr % to tony in Jake's
daily life. The eastern man has an idea that a North.
western winter mast be a season of gloom and monotony,
but in that he is mistaken, The winter s a tiie of rush
and hustle in all towus aud sdlages of the Northwest,
while the sutmser, when farers ase hept busy on their
tating, often proves trying in ity wonotony to the country
merchant.  In this respeet Jake was fortunate.  The
village he was in kept growing all wmumer, and «oores of
new xettlers were coming into the ~urvounding distnct,
»0 that his fisst scason was quite a lively one, ~o much <o
that there was talk of seennng a charter and making
the illage an incorpomted town, and not a few of the
wwuspeople talked of Jahe Milthank for the first Mayor.

In all his business affairs Jahe kept steadily in view hix
first intention not to get 1, any business rut, hat to
tackle anythung which promsud a profit,  He had heen
carcful to put a good frost proof cellar under his place of
basiness, and 3t kept gradually fithng up with butter,
salted Indes and other truck from his far customers, He
way not an ciperienced wan in handling such produce,
dry groods being his original Wisiness, but he fdt afe an
huying butter and such products at a few cents below the
price paid in the village by prisate parties to fartuers,
and hutter thus bought in summer below rvetail price
conld not do otherwisc than bring a good profit in winter
and spring when such products would natumlly be

rearcer and dearer  The fact that hie only gnt wach atter
as could not be «old to consimers, he attnbuted to the
cagerness to goet cavh msteul of yvdsin which he in.
1 fably qaid for such peecipte He was not aversc esther
to tnicking for a e ol hand plow, wet of harrws or set
of harnew, wothe of which he «Old anun at a profit to
other cnstomery, but in almost every mstanee on eredit

He did quste a heavy huaneas for & e ntey storvkeeper,
and although s booking  budiness wasabmarath hieavs
he had =tidl on hand on the fired day of August o er 21,000
cash of s original cagntal as a nest o2 towands the pas

went of s heavy bainess shligations whaeh fell due
durng the coming fald and winter. Al that was wanted
wax a gathering i f the hountifut harsest now com.
menced to npen and he wondd ¢ mmren e to rakeaan the
cash returne But there s many a «lip twixt the eup
and the i,

CHAITER 1
FROM BOOM TO FROST.

The early history of ever new western countrs re.
candxa period of hoom sucecedid by one of depression,
and to waeh entremnes does the Jatter ometimes dewensd,
that it iv n question, it a period of exeiting  progeess,
sieh as s generally termed a boom, ot analrolute curve
to thove, who link their fortunes, amd decide to expentd
thair life's effarts for the development of the new landd,
A boows uteans intlation awd a bumlenwome tay upon
eversthing the pionecer ha< to purchase to aid han i s
effortx, and it i« a tax in which the genuine proncernever
has any share bey ond that in its bunlens. A boom i« cal.
culated to enntch only that elass of speculatne paravites,
who have 10 use for industry, exeept when thev can feed
fat upon its progress, without entahing any of its bur.
dens, or glut themseh evupon ity deray when o collaywe
of the inflation comen.  In thiv respeet the Canaian
Northuest i no exeeption to othes new countriex  In
fact it wax during the first half of the past decade a mark-
ed illuxtration of the mle,

Most people fn Canada have heand and read uch about
the crazy Manitoba boom of 1831 2; hut only thoe who
were in the provinee during these twa years can compre.
hend the extrane to which the eraze 1an, and only those,
who «tared by the conntry dunng the gloom and depres.
s1on which followed, can comprehend the walhinge and bit.
ter experience wineh their stay entailed.  Chese ycare of
depression were the yeurs which tried awman, and tested
it he had in him the elements of morml conrage, and nsi.
ness pluck, for assuredly if he did not possess both, mix.
crable failure in life wax the alternative.

Lt is folly to umagine that after Manitoba had recovered
from the deprewion, the evil relics of the boom were alt
wone,  Men who had kept clear of all speenlation dunng
the encited periad hatd shown svaptoms of the eraze i
ather respects,  The sundl busiess man accustometd for
a year or two to heavy cash sales at Tiberal profite, had
cast asude the caveful eoomomy in all the detads of busi.
fiess, whieh fonmerly character.zed him, and the whole
community, while they had not run into actual extrava.
wanee, hat dropped into eaxy carclexwness about their
cost of Ining awd othey matters, which wax much more
dangerous and dutticult to refarun or check up, than actual
estravazgance, the evils eommnected therewsth being much
more subtle, and anay below the «urface appearance of
things, Besidesmany wha were on%e industrions busi-
ness mie, bt ot crigat w the wild whairl of real cvtate
speculation, when they came out of the crash were in a
hticiness sense utterdy and permanently demoralized. To
the present thme there are scores of those who were owee
mdustrious citizens of th: prawric provincee, who are
€Kity out an existence upon the <mall ses enne from <ome
picee of propesty, which in the crash they manageld to
plaze heyond the reach of unpad creditors under the
shasdow of a wife's xkirty, a ceovering which batlles the
most persistent sherif? or bl Others by paying up
interest on nortgages manage to prevent the foreclosure
of the latter, and live in hopes of another hoom coming,
Others have <ank to be merve politieal hunmners hanging
around Dominion, Peorineial or e politicians for a
share of the oftieal grarhage, which is from time totime dise
tributed amony¢ this idle and hungry horde. Yet these
were all industrions useful eitizens at one time, although
mdustry is now cntirely out of their caleulations Tolne
by it they are nat only unwalling but unable for they have
pit off the day of enengy, which iandispensable in nnlus-
try, until the poner of enenyy s zone.  Jake Mivanber
they wait for sminething to turn up, and spend therr time
and ¢ wights dreaming, wdly deeannng.

In the spring of 1833 there wasa general waking up in
Manitoba from the hind of stupor into which the eollapse
of the great boow had thrown people. The industrions
amt sensible set to work at what would tend to build up
and develop the eountry, as such wus the only course left
open to them.  Eastern capital avoided the praidic coune




