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BRITISti COLUMBIAi SiiiNOLES.

Vi 'rCrîî' i'TWTw»Aîw CAX*t.iý, up ie DtpPkir,sI.
otVTLUX,K titr t8%x Furtir. -WViAt A i.itAiDiunf

IAT IT N a. (cw ycars the mîanuifactuîre cf red tcdçtt
Yhliigles iii Brit ish Columtbia lias dIcvcloped( i.1 I

.1kerce te iakze the stîbjcci ont of iiinport.tnf e taecvery
înielligent luimubenîtati. *I'lougl i is wiîlîin coii itnra
iicly a fewv years, that an>' large sbire cf attention lis

lIrCît givcn te the ltomber inîtcresîs of titis snos( wcesterly
prin inc of the Domnn, ycî in the ccînpass of tbis
peu iod iliese have takcn a fercîniost place in tic tunmber

'ý11rl. Thi can bc ito iiiistaking the faci, just as
hîfiîî.rin lias becoîitle fanr.d, especially for ils whitle
pille he Bitisht Columbhia lias rMade a place for iiself as
tic hione of tlîe red ceular and Douglas tr.

NÇot mocre, perltilis, ibmn teit years mgo te manufacture
of rcd ceclar sîiiigleâ bcgaîît encîgage the attention cf
licnhernien. ht is no lisiar.getiuent te the whîite prnc
slîingle t0 say thiai the red cedlar slîîngle pesesses
fcx..îres of durnbility ani cliaractei ltai are spcîally uzs

ouit 'l'ic ilistake %is mnade thlîc, probably, tliai is
tn often niade ivienl a country ceommcnces te show
strengîli in saine liarticitiar line, cf too many rusirg
inin the field ai ente and eser-prodîîctien bceniing the
re,îîlî Tlhis sias the casc ii that tienr neigber cf
llritishi Celumnbia, Wasinrgten Tcrriîn. y, viiere siinullar
%voodi fiit Ilheur native boine. Sîiîîgie înnufacturing
tvas entercd inte ini the Puget Sounîd district cri the
boom huiie. Justias spectîltors rush into buildilng cpcra.
lions sîlîcri a real estate booni is ont, se l sens andi
conditionîs cf mtcn tlîeîîght they b.sa a qtiick fortune tin

lIme mianufacture cf rcd ccdar shîngles. Like sortne cf
tlie nien whlilait cntercd building eperations iii Winnî-
j- rit the tinic of its uînfortutuate bonni, and net uiilikc

a smnilar class cf people who pursucd ibis calling in
*Ioroîîîo a fcew ycars mgo, il did not eccur Ioteniî.t
iwhctbcr thîcy knew aîîything cf tlie business or net.
Mioiîcy %ias te be se easîly lmite, hIc>' tholight, thai any
novice iniglit be sore of siriking gecd hîick.

But businîess does not rin (or any die sirnpiy cri kick
and tbe i>ugct Sound people bave discevered ibis to*day.
A icsult is îhiat the>' rand il %ias a Ici rible mnistake te ton
up) tlieir sîrengîli cf shingle rnanulacturiY.g frein 75 te
3oo nuits in hardly twe ycars. A policy cf cuttirig

prices lias becri tlîe n..1urai sequcrice, and tbe effic cf
ibis lias becri te renaci o eu British Columtbia shîingle
liiiluf.ictlircrs.
()in Élus question he Lu.%iiERMAI, has lîad a1 gond
dent t0 say freint ltte te uie. Sonithing is lneîvn cf
Élie various cfforts miade ini te P'uget Souind district b>'
the lcvcl-lîeatdedl men cf the Italie te forun an ürganîvt-
(ion and prcvcni titis policy cf ctîtting prices. But the
conipetitien cf unprincipicd mien lias becri tao scvere,
anid cemrbinaticris were fornied cnly te be quickly
brokcen again. 1'rices, it wvas said ai crie trne, had gel
Jown se locw in Puget Seunid, and sîtingles liaci becorne

se Illentifil, that they ivere ronde te pass as current coin
onu the ciuîrclu plates cf that Terrilcry. iiowever tîtat
inay be, it us wveii knewvn thai prices wec cul be>'ond
1possible test cf Manuifacture. Thc ililtisli Coluiarbia
mantifacturcis fer sorte iiiie bail becri selling slîinglcs,
ifn lota a loss, practic-tlly wvithout a profit,arid in the
eflort te iîelp ever Ibis trouble an associationi ias
organized witii tlie 11351 year. it unfortuinalely cciild
nu! liold tngetlier fer teasons that wcere cplaîicd in an
inters icty in the LUî~aîN Is -nicnth îvitliî Mr. F. N.
Tenuiant, whv ibas been doing a large trade ini British
Coluimbia sliingles. I>rices werc again breker. On tep
of ibis lias corne the liilhced cf frec lumnber, and svith
il ccsîîpctiticn ii te casicni mnarkets cf Canada, betiweer
Biritishi Columnbia and Puget Sound shingle ma-nuf.ac-
tîtrers. The situationi altogether suggestcd înariy ques-
tions cf importance te thc trade and it bas becri witb
the idea cf piacing belore eur rcadcîs as cîcar a mtîernent
cf the case as possible, that a mnirth age wc set cri foot
an cîqiqry ccricerig titis inaittr.

Follesving these remairks ive are in Ibis issue cf the
LtsîtEsî.Ncnablcd le prescrit a ccunprchlensive

.icnî cf the conditions that geverri the in.tnuif.c-
turc, sale and shipinent f red cedar stirgles in Canada.
In oùi Icter cf ecuîîîry we tslcd certain lending ques-
tion,~ .id ire tlîink, ouu teaders iil gratit ltai 24.

Sîticer lias asvrdtliest bath füllymitld iii an excccd.
iîigly frank mnarner.

MR. Ul. IL. dPICER'S VIEW.
Nir Il. Il. Spicer, cf Vanicouiver, Il. C., ii aIîlswer ta

n letter of enqiîiry Sent cout by the LUMîîîi-ît3IN Ias tilts
Ie saly If the P'uget Souind sliirigle tutîf icari a
ronîiîiue fer auuy considerable ltt longer, in seli ilîcîr
proluct at the prices tile> have been selling at Éltis Vent,
ibis brandicf «busintess ini Canada %will bcnîc alto.
gctlier uinîtrfitable, wvlicti (lie Canadian Govcrîncn te-
sporids te Ille W~ilsoîi 1h11l b>' piîting sîtingles ont the
free lisI. I liritil>' behicvc, liowveser, tait tItis ycar %Viti
sec ilie enI fer .;cnîc tiîiîc t0 couic cf tîte P'uget Sounid
îIiatifactîircrs selling ttheir shtirgles ai sîîcl rilîncusbly
lois' prîte>. WViîloiit assiuiiiing tlie rote cf a1 prollici I
%Vii venture t0 say tht tiiose ptarties on tîte Sound Wbo
have becen selling tlheir s1liingle tis year as lewv as $î.io
per M ivill flot ba ini tie business anoilier year, inless
lthe> have oecn, and conîtiue stealing thteir tiniber, andh
net lîaying tlîeir latter. Wtîiotit separately iinentioning
tue valne cf miier, ant le cost of iianuitf.icttring, il is
a ivell-kricîvni faci tanîetîgst tliese îssantifictuteis wlie
have fgurcd witl .iny dcgrc cf cte) tht Il ces* $1.3e
lier IN te prouce shtingies iG loiches long, ô biatis meas-
tiring tire inches allier biiig talai (rietI. lThere are tics.
sibly te to 15, of tc uits iii WVasington situatedl along
the Uires cf railuva> ii the wvood, thai gel their iiber
cheeal ericugli se îhîcy cari îsrodîce .il a rosi of $i.2o t0
5i.25 per M. Thtese are, liovever, cnly sinalhînihls wvith
a cajîacity of 3o te 6oe M pier day, and tuesil>' et a Éti-
porary nature, viih very inferior and out.cf-date dry
Lilns, wliercby the> lose about as lncb on accoîînî cf
excessive freiglits, as tttey gan tîtrougit getiing thteir
timiber chîcaper titan ttiir conipeitrs. Tis triier tif

vrvigits te poinits as far casî as Ontario is a Msost
ittîltrtnnt one, silice a.it cxcss of 2A lbs. te the boitîe

tîae a ss Of 73hc. er NI cri te lîreseni aill rail rate
le Ontario, wici is a. vcry censuler ibie andui in lte
face cf the over production and cerisequeus price cf cul-
ting ltai lias been tue cule sa far titis yerim.

CesT Or NMANUFAcTURtIN<t' ANI) Siiiiiit<a.

As ta wviietiicr the Puiget Sotin tratnuf.icturers cari
alfnrd te seli a 6 le 2 x i 6in. cicar shingle i $2.3, de-
iivercd ai tue différenit railway peints iii Octarn shtild

otr Geverrntient take the duity off, ivteri lte W'ilson Bil1
is mlacle effective, a fcwv caîctîlations vvill show. We syîll
assumtie that alil tue milîs cri the Sourd, boath large and
sniali, cari produirea 6 in 2 x 10 sîtingie for $i.2o per M.

We %will also give tiieni tie benefit cf the icîvest possible
vvcigiit fer a 0 tr 2 shîiugle, natîtel> i6e ibs. per M. Now
as te sates. I)îring the season cf niavigation on the
lakes te Sounrd tîiils, and aise tîtose in B. C., cati reaci
the lakze ports, sîcli as Sarnia, Windsor, Si. Caîitrtines
and Toronto, on a 6o Ceint rate. Tiie.average rate te
intcrior points in Ontario is net less iliari icc. per toc
ibs. Titi. rite on a wveigiit cf 16oe lbs. te lthe MN makecs
tbe freiglit $1.1i2 per M shtingies. The tîsuali ternis hcing
<te days frei sîtipntent, tbe cosl cf dis':ouriting buis
truast be con sidercd, svlicit is ab>out 3c. per 'M. We noir
have cost cflpredirticri $120!, freiglît 511,discount 3c.,
tlnking a titousancl 6 te 2in. shingles test $2.35 delivered
in Onitario. In cerinectien witiî freiglit rites il must bc
rcmetinbered duat tic scason cf lake navigation only
lasts about ive mionilis in tce ycar, antîc at dîîring tbe
balance cf the ycar na al rail rate cf 75e. perte 0hbs.
lias te bc paid, whiclt tuakes thie freigbt $1.20 iristeaul cf
$1.12. }teverting again 10 thiecost of production, 1 bave
ne besitatien in saying that a large propîortion of the
sîtingle tîîanufatturcrs on the toast reall>' dcn't kncw
bowv mucb il is cesting llucm te produce their shingles,
wiit makes thein as long as îliey last dangerous coin.

petitors.
Bl. C AND) PUGET SOUND) SillNOLESq CONIPARE!).

In ariswer te Vaut question as to irlîcîer the 13. C.
mnanufacturers are ablle te mci P'uget Sound prices cf
$2.35 dclivered ini Ontario, wve know the) cannet ; and
as te iiclther tîte S;ound mansufacturers cant afferd te
seli at tbat price, wce bave sewr ix th Ie>'arc tîrable ta

do0 sc. As te the tomîparative value of B3. C. and P>uget
Sound shingle., it is a îveil-kncwvn and atknowlcdged
fart by disintcrestcd persans front tue Sound that our
sitingies arc Énouch supecior te ibeirs.

WVe beieve when the limne coines :bat %vewiill bave le

coîtîpete ivilli etr neiglibors cii the Sounsd, thtat the hit.i
ber dealers iii Ontlario iili givc hein% 15 te aSC. pser M
niore for cur sluiîglcs. les l u rtts ulciii>
in Il. C. siigles is duait iîy are iinsfacureu frein
halls takeri fîiu tîte largest and bcst trees, %ihe.eas tlie
minst cf the siingles on tue Sounid aie muade dacti~ froi
tue log' the best part cf ivicli us irst sai î into lîtîtber,
rihu ilie balance cf the rouglb antd coarse portin is plit

inbrsîtingles. Ihl lc sblt ucirt ftt ît
bier tue B. C. niilîs plut mnie titeir siigles as -niii.tcu
iith thiose on the Souînd lins bcw¶ peirited cuit ta tue
irriter b>' wvioiesale dlealers in Bufifale and Boston.

WVien fret traule in luiniber andl sisingies fiutaill he-
cornes law iii Canuada and the U. S., 'il %il be fouind
Iuai lite Bl. C. slîîngle tnaintiif.ituris wtil hîclî lthe largest
pîroptortion cf thlir trade ini the Nortiiwesi and Ossiante,
and l Ithe sainet ltte sectre censidcrahhy matrc ccii
tratie in tht U. S. titan tue iluget Sound îitanufa.ciurris
htave takcii flin theui tin Cari.. I illh gis j reasons
for tItis cl:uîuîî: it, il is, as lits been shoîwn, ;t finaincini
itîtp)ossibslity for tue Soundl ttantifar.turers te continue
Énuchu longer at prescrit prtes ; zusd, the superier tînii>
cf ot.- simigles j .3rd, cur abuut>' te tîtake mûirc pîromtt
sîuipuncrits 10 Nertîtvcsi and Ontario poinis-ltavitg
one continuonîs lirie ri railsia>, %îltercas Iltget Sourit[
sl'ioulcs arc iîarulcd b>' tire and seuinites thrc differ-
et . lines.

REASONS FORt PRI.SENT u,î5iOR .1ZATION.

'lie qluestion witi raîrlhy hc asked whiat ias lirolighit
aboant tite clemoralîucd coniditioti of th sîtingle business.
Thiis car be about ful>' -tns\%cred-so far as tise Sound
tutihîs ire cotîccrted- ii crie %weru, s h . Ovcrprod ictîcît.
Tîtere hsave beeri allier ccntributing causes, sucs as tht
general stagniaticon cf business ivîicît lias prevailcul
in tiîe U. S. and Cantada duriitg tue hast i S îînîîîlîs, ansd
aIse tue tic-up of the transcontintetal riuays oit
accehit of tlse Élands and bti kes.

l iay flou bc genrieall kuowr i n tc East, cspiccialhy
ils Onitario, tiat a iserreci craie iool. pilace during the
spring cf iS92 in Wasiton andi Oregon letattiaiifac-
turece tced-ir sitingles. 'rTe excitecnt was kepu ai fever

tient liitglt 192-,3, iil the utuinber cf tutlîs tut titose
iwnO States lita incrcascd froin a.bout 751t0 300. Iltiuig
the sîtirgle craze aIl sorts antI conditions of utueri cii-
barked in the business, anti ail tinkuing, 1 p)resuhe,tiske>
liaul uistovcrcd tlie ii-ay 10 iveaith aric presutent>'. It is
sife in Say lt Ille largesi percentage cf hiese rMen itat
very liatti o capital te %îork on, anti a gîcat trny
more itad ne eNperietîce, andl the balanice acîed as ibougli
lIce> lia] flot nîucu contimori sense ; antI jtdigiitg fuetît
the prescrit condlition cf tie single business ins Washî.
ington and Oregon, cric is iiartanltc< tin sayîng thiat a
large proportioin cf thleni ivere lackîng sin tisese iirce
pruîîe meqitisites cf suîcccss iri an>' irie.

In the ligit ofîluese facis us il ariy -s'onder tuiai tise
shingle business on the Scund us in ssîcu a uleîtîerailîzetl
condition to.day?Ticelaberhseravedn
eut prccss geiîtg on for the hast cigltt mnîrtus, and it
is reasoriable te expect tbat b>' next sptîng tise bunsncss
wvill be ncch more in tue iuands cf hegutuutuate ntainufatc-
icrers.

A ii~uTi.Rt-IVAI. CONIING.

Whîite tîte prescrit condition cf tue luttîber aric shingle
butsinecss on thue coast is unsatisfatcuery, tbere ire iure
teasons than cric for expectîne a l'eaîuiiy revival by riext
spring. 1h us generah>' thmeuit, 1 beliese, tha thie bîîsi-
riess depressior i nni last Énucht longer, and that aI lthe
furtlîest the bcgiring cf next ycar will sec a great
change for the better. During ibis long stagnatieri of
business the toumber dealers in lthe tcmritery reachcd b>'
1'aciflc Coast nianufactuirers have ]ci thîcîr stocks min
doîvri uritil il wciîld takec a nimber cf tlic tuomber
yal'ds buircbcd togcuber le unake an erdinar>' sicci] yard.

A gceathy ncrcascd trade us cxpcctcd for 1>acillc Coast
siigles and tomber upon the compîction cf ceasi ex-
tension cf the ChicaZc, Burltigîcr S. Qtiirty :Raihia>',

îs'iich svill takze piate b>' the uast cf titis year.
Il is said tai libis roaid wivi dchiver i>actfic Coast lurt-

ber and shirigies in rine diffécrent ciates cri a traniseon-
tinenital rate, ivithout an>' local maites.idded. Ini fact, it
is cxypcctcd tbat the 3urliigton R~ond sriil do Maorc te
openi up rieîv tcrriher>' for Paciflc Coast titmbcm prcdticts
ihan an>' aither cxcepting the Nortberri Pacifie.


