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MONTREAL, MAY 31, 1878.

TEE CANADIAN MOiTIILY-PAITY
GOVERNMENT.

The number of this popular journal,
which bas just. come to hand, is, we pro-
sume,.the last which will be issued under
the old management. It is hereafter to
be amalgamated with Belfo-d's JVontl7y,
under the style aud title of the "Rose-
B3elford's Canadian Monthly and National
Review," devoted ta science, literature,
art and politics, and is ta be under the
sole editorial contrail of Mr. George Stew-
art, junior. The article in the last number
on " Current Events" lis nainly occupied
with a severe censure of party gavera-
ment, which is the greant bug- bear of those
wha arrogate ta theinselves the designa-
tion of the " Canada First " party, al-
though we scarcely imagine that tley
seriously balieve that there areany num-
ber of lier Majesty's Canadian subjects
who deire the prosperity of other parts
of the Empire in preference ta thnt of
Cgnida, These tirades inAsit party

government are very senseless, for there
is no possible w'ay of carrying on parlia-
mentary government, except tbrough the
instrumentality of party. It iust not be
imagined, however, that those who are
mnost attaheled ta party governiuent are
blind ta the evils which iare the necessary
consequence of the systeml. Party lead-
ers in all periods of our history have
coimtitted errais ofjudgment, which have
entailed loss of popularity, which has
sometinies been irrecoverable, but gener-
ally, when they are men of ability, only
temporary. IL lins been iost truly said by
Lard Macaulay that "thiese two parties
" bave never been the whole nation, nay

that they have never, takcen together,
"made up a majority of the nation. Be-
« tween thei lias ahvays been a great
"mass which bas not steadfastly adliered

' ta cither, vhich las sonhetxnes renained
inertly neutral, and which bas sane-

" times oseillated ta and fro." There cati-
not be a fairer representative of this class
of the population than the renowned
Thvies newspaper, wlich lias, dur-ing a
long series of years aimed at giving ex-
pression ta the public opinion of the
most influential classes in the United
Kingdom, and which has mnaintained its
entire indepencience of political parties.
If the ivriter of " Current Events 'l were
ta confine hinself ta a declaration that
lie saw so mnany faults in both the Cana-
dian politicail parties that he found iiim-
self unable ta give bis adhesion ta either,
nwe should have no conplaint ta male,
nd We should, moreover, ba ready ta
admit that lis muonthly criticisis of the
nets of both pariLes would be calculated
ta be of great sai-vice ta the public.
Aiong the evil consequences of party
the greatest, probably, is the want of
candar displayed to those o the opposite
party. IL is not, suflicient ta criticize the
policy of a hostile party, but iL is the in-
variable practice ta charge its supporters
with being influenced by dislonest inten-
tions and motives. There nre periods, too,
when party feeling, always strong, anong
those actively engaged in the political
conflict, becomes intensified. We ne
passing at prescnt through ane of those
periods. A general election is at ]iand,
and, throughout the entire Dominion, the
rival parties are appealing ta the great
mass ai the people in whose hands are
the scales, and by whose votes it will be
decided by which of the rival parties iwe
shall ba governed for the next five years.
We bave adintted that there are inher-
ent imperfections in party governuient,
but they are as nothing ta the inesti-
mable benefits whicl it confers; and, not-
wvitlstAnding the bitterness of feeling

exhibited by the party leaders towards
each other, it may ba hoped that it is more
apparent than real. We have had an
opportunity within the lasL few days o
perusing a book, recently printed for pri
vate circulation, entitled c Waiis in
Verse " by Ci. W. Wicksteed, Q. C. The
author, wlio is universally-adnitted ta ba
one of the nost. valuable public officers
that Canida bas ever possessed, and who
this year will have been fifty years in the
service, las been indtiuced, at the earnest
solicitation of his friends, ta collect and
print the poetical pieces that lie lias
thrown off fromi time ta time at his few
leisure moments. One at least of these
"i 'aifs " wias written tifty-seven years
ago, while the Queen's Birthday 1878-
Tonsts-Governor-Geniral and Countess
of Dufferin, and a National Antlim,-%veme
ail written ivthin Lthe last fiaw weeks.
Our reason for noticing this little volumne
on the present occasion is that iwe were
mnuch struck by a reinark in the preface,
wl ich, comning as it does froin anle who bas
lad as good an opportunity as anty living
m'an of knowing the real sentiments of
Canadian politicians of all parties and
nationalities in the old Province ai Lower'
Canadia, in United Canada, and in the
Dominion, since Confederation, possesses
great value. No one iwho lias the bonol of
Mr. Wicksteed's acquaintance will for a
imomnent doubt his sincerity, and bis opin
ion is, thereore, mnost valuable. After
stating that "I have, under divers minm-
"isters, drafted, consolidated, revised,
" amndeod, ar had sane notunimnportant
" part in abinast every possible bill iwlich
" lias originated in the liouse of Com-
"nions, and have worked with and for
" alnost every ininister and every mem-
"ber of note," Mr. Wicksteed proceeds
as follows:-"I amn proiud ta say tbat
' the best and ablest on either sile have
"ever treated ne witht utioast consid-
" eration anti conitidence. I an by nature
"anid habit non-partizani and inclined ta
"look on bath siles of every qtuestion,
" and this ias well, for noa pairty man
"could perforn the du'ties of mly oflice
" with pleasure ta hinmself or satisfaction
'i ta the Hoeuse. Party spirit lias run

ighu, ant meibers have said ha-d things
"and accusei oee anothcr- of ail sorts of
"abominations in the lieat Of party strife;
ci but this I can say,--no one of any party

lias ever asked ne to draft or help ta
"idraft a bill, clause, aiendieit, or resa
"lution which I do not think ha honestly
"believed ta be for the good; of Canada,
"independent of party, andJ feel sure
< that the forenost men on either side,

whom I am proud ta cal my friends,
Smigit 44Cd woulCu in their calmer


