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80 much running about, so much argument,
so'much speechifying, nor so much agita-
tion, to prove it 80. A thing really bad is
soon found out and perceived to be so, the
defects of its nature soon become apparent
in some way or other. If the Law then
were really bad, it might have been safely
left to time and experience to prove it so.
This would ;have been a sure and simple
method to which sensible men, friendly to
popular education, could have made no
reasonable objection.

But the decriers of the School Law were
not willing to leave the kabitans to put it
quietly to the proof. They banded them-
selves together agamst it, and there are no
means which they have not artfully tried
for the purpose ot preventing it from work-
ing. Itisclear then that they were afraid
(and with good couse) of the effects of time
and expericnce. Infact, the decriers of the
Law, impatient for the attainment of their
purpose, hastened to proclaim it unjust,
tyraneical, and unpopular. They feared
the rezalt of the experiment which they

knew would have the effect of undeceiving
the people ; and this has been precisely its
effect in every place where thege wander-
ing ;and raving agitators have not made
their appearance for the purpose of pervert-
ing the too credulous habituns. and of per-
suading them that the School Law wag
vicious, that it was their duty to oppose it
by every means in their power.

We may therefore conclude that the pre-
sent Law is only bad for those who hav:
made it go, and that its working has been
difficult, useless, or null, for those only
who have wished it to be so, or who have
been imbued with the pernicious doctrines
of perverse and ambitious men, interested
in leading them astray. For whenever the
inhabitants, left to themselves, have acted
with a good willand in good raith, the Law
hasbeen attended with happy results, unde:
the favourable auspices of the members of
the Clergy of every persuasion, and of the
School Commissioners and other friends of
educaticn.—(p. 40.)

—_—

Working of the naw School Act in the Town of Niagara.—A striking con-
trast is presented between the City of Toronto and the Town of Niagara in
the support and prospects of the Common Schools. The corporate authorities
of Niagara, instead of shutting up the schools to gratify wealthy or party
selfishness, nobly provide for educating all the children in the Town, and ani-
mate the exertions of the teachers and pupils by opening the Town Hall for a
public examination of them, and for the distribution of prizes to the most meri-
torious pupils of the several schools. What a different feeling would have
been produced in the City of Toronto by a public school examination and exhi-
bition of all the pupils of Common Schools of the City in the City Hall, from
that of shutting up the schools and leaving the children to wander about i
ignorance, idleness, and vice. It appears that there has been an increase of
more than eighty per cent. in the attendance of pupils in the Town of Niagara
since the present Act came into operation. We cupy the following from the
Niagara Muil of the 2nd instant ; and it is delightful to see the authorities
and inhabitants of that ancient Town evincing so lively an interest in the edi-
cation of the mass of their youth :—

* On the 28th uitimo, the scholars at-
tending the different Common Schools in
Town were examined in the Town Hall,
which, though large, was filled to over-

ﬂowing.wiih children and persons who
took an interest in the scene. Weregret-
ted that imiperative duties prevented our
attendence. We understand the active



