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1755. to the requeft of the Maflachufets Bay

jT'^^'^^governincnt, always foremoft in miln

^J^_ tary afifairs, they refolved to reinforce

aagcmenc ^^^ provincial army, deftined for Crown
with re- Point, with 400 men. The bill was
fpcatothcaifhially paffed the houfe for that pur-

mlTnt de.*" P^^^ • ^^^ *^ ^^^^^^ ^^ determined

iigned by ^^ conceal from their knowledge, the

fwwYork. contents of a fe^ond letter from Gen.
Shirley to Coi. Dunbar, of the 7th of

Auguft, in which he ordered him to

proceed with his troops to Albany, for

the protection of that important poft,

i in cafe the colony forces (hould meet
with a repulfe. By this bill the affem-

g
bly propofed to inveft the refpedive

.i captains of the city militia with an ar-

bitrary power to draught men for the

fervice. The deiign of this extraordi-

nary project was fufpedted to ferve a

particular purpofe, on a new eledion of

reprefentatiyes, which, according to

cuftom, it was thought would immedi-
ately enfue the arrival of Sir Charles

Hardy, who was fbon expeded with a
' commiilion for the chief command of

this province. It certainly was a fa-

vourite bill ; for, contrary to precedent,,

the Lieut. Governor came to die council

board *, and preffed them to pafs it

;

but

* Before the adminrftratlon of Governor
Coiby, it was cUllomaiy for the governors to

be
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