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94 PVW.RS RELATIN(i TO THE LONDON, LIVKRPOOL, AND

— No. «2.

—

Office of Coininittee of Privy Coiiiicil for Trade,

Sir. Whituliail, i Murcli iHi'iS-

With rcfLrince to your li-thr of the 1st iii'taiit, on tlie subject of tlie grant

of li cliartcr of ineorporatioH, wiili limited liability, to a steam i^iiippin); eom-

panv, limited to tlie currying into eHeit your contract with llie Canadian

Governiiiint, I am direcle<l i»y the lx)r(ls of the Conunittee of Privy Council

for Trade to acrjiiaint you liiat tlieir Ix)rdship!4 adhere to the view conveyed to

you ill my K tter of the .iiitli ult.

I am, &('.

Robert Lamout, Esij. (signed) James lioolh.

— No. «3. —
No. 11, lieadenliall-street,

Sir, H> Manh 18.')3.

Tin: provir^ioiial eoniiiiitfei' of the London, Liverpool, and Nortli American
Si rcw Steam Ship Ccmpaiiy have had before tliem the letter a<hlresscd to tiieir

solicitor*, Messrs. Wa<i('sr)n k Malleson, i»y Mr. Booth, on 2«tli ultimo, and
lecliiip that their application for a Royal charter of incorporation has not been

justly ({((iiit with at the Board of Trhde, they desire me respectfully to request

your jierinission to restate the facts of the ease, under the impression that they

must have hicn misunderetood.

Our petition was pn-sented, and referretl to the Board of Trade, in the month
of October last ; we proposed to carry out objects of great national importance

without any expense to the country, viz., to establish steam conimnnication

between London, Canada, and Newfoundland ; between London and the United

Slates of America; and between Liveq)ool, Canada, and Newfoundland, all

whioli routes are at present without any such accommodation, and on which the

running of steam vessels of any description has never been attempted; we also

embraced the performance of a postal contract entered into by one of our

members with the Government of Canada, which contract is a matter of peculiar

interest with both the Government and people of that important co' ; and,

finally, we proposed to extend steam communication, by means of larg'. "iCw
vessels, between Liverpool and New York. We undertook to convey grants

on all these great routes at low rates of passage, with all the com'brts, safety, and
regularity to be attained only by means of steam, and which -ave not hitherto

l)een aflbrded to that class of ])a«sengers by any parties whattvei. In order to

accomplish these important designs, we engaged to build a ileet of large and
powerful screw steam ships, the possession of which in the mercantile murine
would be found the most etlicieut, and at tlie same time the least expensive
means of contributing to the national defences, if ever the shores of this coun ^
should be threatened with invasion.

The high value which is put by other countries on the enrolment of such
v( ssels on their mercantile marine, is proved by the following facts : In April

last, the State of New- York passed a law for the express purpose of encouraging
the establishment of ocean wteam ship companies, by which any seven or more
citizens of the United States are enipowered to form themselves into a corporation,

with limited liability, by nievely filing in a public office a list of their names,
with a statement of the oiyects of the company, and its proposed capital. The
Fr( ncli Government is uniUrstood to be at this moment in negotiation for the
establishment of a powerful fleet of transatlantic steam ships, and to be willing

to pay a large aniiual subsidy in I'urthcranee iif that object. And the Prussian
Ciovernment has recently issued a decree remitting all duties on the importation
of iron plates, and other articles to be em|)loyed in the construction of iron screw
steam ships.

An opposition was offered to that part of our project which related to the trade

between Liverpool and New York only; and tliat opposition was entirely got up
by parties in the receipt of large annual grants from the Governments of England
and the United States, who have hitherto been enabled to maintain a monopoly of
steam between those ports by means of the subsidies they receive.

Your


