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fiance worth attending to. May we not conclude from hence,

that when the fea retired from the land, the fifh were left in the

valley which formed this lake, and as it would be a long while

before it became quite frefh, the fucceeding fry might become

habituated to an element, in which they would have perifhed

had not the change been gradually effefted ?
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coNCLLsioN.
-pi^jj change, which has in all probability taken place even

lately in thofe parts, might have effaced fome veftiges of De

Fonte's track; but I think it may he- roncluded from a review of

the preceding pages, that there was a paffage, fuch as he de-

fcribes, between Hudfon's Bay and the Pacific Ocean, the redif-

covery of which appears to afford great profpeft of advantage

to the commerce of this country. Perhaps the beft way to effeft

this objeft would be, to offer a premium in fuch manner, and

under fuch regulations, as I have propofed in refpeft to the

Strait of Anian ; as it is very evident had Mr. Duncan, when in

the Archipelago of St. Lazarus in 1 787, been certain of a re-

ward, he would have profecuted a difcovery, whi ' 'he commer-

cial interefls of his owners alone obliged him to .rqui"-..
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