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VI PREFACE.
and prefent State •, and *twa: in this View I drew up,

from Purchases Pilgrim^ an accurate Abridgment of

a very curious Tratfl, viz. the Patriarch Berrf7udez*s

Relation of the Expedition of the Portiigueze into A-
byflinia. Thefe, with fome other Pieces which I

may add afterwards, will form the Text of the en-

fuing Volumes.

The Notes with which this Work is interfberfed,

are of a very mifcellaneous Kind, hiftorical, geo-

graphical, critical, i^c. as each will fhew ; and I

have always taken care to quote my feveral Autho-

rities.

To return to the Lettres edifiantes 6f curietifes. As
the geographical and other Particulars found in

them, arc intermix'd with a long Detail of the

Miracles, as well as of the Converfions which the

Jefuits declare they make in their Miffions -, it was

neceflary for me to expunge all Incidents of this

Kind, (thofe excepted, here and there, which I pre-

fumed might entertain) fuch appearing quite infipid

or ridiculous to moft Englijh Readers ; and indeed

to all Perfons of Underftanding and Tafte.

However, this gave me no little Trouble, of

which thofe only could be fully fenfible, who fhould

compare my Extrads with the Originals Thefe

would perceive the Pains I mud necefliiriiy have

taken, in making Choice of fuch Particulars only

as I imagined were ufeful or entertaining ; tor which

Reafon I fometimes took only one, two, three or

more Lines from different Parts of a Page -, when
omitting fometimes ten, or more. Pages together,

I conne6led thefe feveral Extrads, without folding

in any Thing of my own, which I can affirm I

have not done once. It mud be confels*d,

that this may feem to be of no Advantage, in

one Refpedl, to the Originals: However, had

fome of the Tranflators and Compilers of the

.fix judly celebrated Volumes of Voyages and
Travels, printed for Churchill^ i^c, (not to men-

tion


