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mice of ne.illnc from each otlicr, as any iiition upon
earth, and tlicrctoru keep iiotliin^ uiultr lock and key ;

but Icjvc all I'd (rcc that «vcry buily may come at it wiili-

out any frar of lofing it.

Thuy ari', however, charged with having no idea of a

GihI, and Come authors have laid that their language has

nut any cxprcfliun to denote a Supreme Being ) tnuugh

they themlelves acknowledge, that they arc convinced uf

the immortality of the foul, and believe that as loon as

aperlbn dies he ^ors to the land of fpirits, and thcic en-

joys the felicity ot hunting from age to a:^e j w)iile ttie

body remains behind and moulders in the dult.

'1 hey maintain that there is .1 fpirit wliich they call

Torngarfuk, to whom they afcribe a fupcrnatural power,

though not the creation of the world. The Aiigakuts, or

prophets, form very whimlical ideas of this Ueiiig, Ibme

reprerentinghim as without form or (hope others giving

hiin that ot a bear, and others pretending that he hai a

large body and but one arm. They affign him his abode

in the lower regions of the earth, where they tell you is

conllantly fine lun-lllinc weather, good water, deer, and

fowls in abundance. They likcwifc maintain that a Ijiirit

refidcs in the air, whom they name the Moderator, or

Reftrf.inci ; (or ihefe Angnkuts pretend, by his order, to

command the people to abltain from certain things, as

prefervatives from evil and danger. They alio believe

that there are fpirits who govern the elements.

'Ihcir notions of the heavenly bodies arc alfo very

whimfical ; they fay the moon was once a young man,
and the fun a young woman his filler, with whom he was

familiar in tlie dark ; but that (he being defirous to find

out her lover, rubbed her hands with foot, with which
fhc marked his white bcar-lkin coat, and hence they fay

came the (pots in the moon. The fun flying from his

embraces, a(ccndcd the air, whither the moon followed

her, and l\M continues to purfue, without beinj; able to

overtake her ; but this is probably only a fidion of their

poets, like thofc of Uvid in his Metamorphofcs, who alio

tcprcfents the loves of Uiana and Endymion.
They do not compute or mcafure their time by weeks

or years, but only by months, beginning their computa-
tion from the fun's iirft ri(ing above their horizon in the

winter, from whence they tell the moons, in order to

know exactly the fcafon in which every fort of fifh, fea-

animals, ur birds, feck the land, that by this knowledge

they may regulate their different employments. Accord
iiig to their allfonoiiiKMl fylkni, the heavciii turn aroimj
ihi puint (.( a huge rmk.

Wliat leinu moll exiraordinary in thefe people, thy,
feaied in Irozcii rf-iciiu, which might be I'up'pol'cd iqdamp the genius an J exiiiiguidi thchreol imagination it
their taltiit (or poetry, in wliieh they t.ike e.Mr.nn; de-
lii;hl. The piKiiis thtyiimipoCe are a kind of lyric odci"
the harmdiiy o( which depends both upon inynieand'
quaniiiy, th-ie being a vilible rr^^uUriiy in the number
ol fyllablesol winch their vcrfes aie coii)po(ed,aiiJ aplji,,
regard to cadence even in their manner of reading i|„„,
I hey ufethis (brt of poetry, which, all things coinlJcfj"
isas lar trom being iudc,as it is lioni being exail, toe.x-
pre(» all their paffions, (uch as love, joy, grief, but more
efpccially anger

i
(or when two people quuiiel in this

country, it is laid tin y th.illenge each other, nut lo (li.ht

(or that they never do but in jelf, or by way of ducriTon'
but to contend in ver(c ; and he who (irif wanti worJsto
exprcis hinilelf in this poetical duel, is held to be con-
quered, and lo the coiitiovctl'y ends without cither blood
or l.i-.v-fuit.

Mr. Kgede, who was fcnt to Greenland by the Danifh
Society tor propagating the Gofpcl, lived amoiiu this pco.
plefilietn years, wliicli he ipent with the molt indcfaij.
gable zeal and laborious application, by which means he
made a great number of coiiveits. IJe returned to Co-
penhagen in (736, and by his Iblicitation a feminary waj
founded in that city for educating able miflion.iries and
caiechids to be feiit to Greenland. 'l^hcMilTioii-college

alio lends younu 1-ids to Greenland to leain the language
and to be inlhucted by the millionaries there, in order to
qualify them for that Uatioii,

'J he Greenland trade is at prefent carried on by the
Copenhagen company, who ("end thither three or four
fhips every year, and the Dutch are prohibited from com-
ing within leveral miles of their colonies. The commo-
dities Greenland affords for commerce are whale-blubber
whale-bone, fea-unicorns horns, the fkins of reindeer,

bears, feals, and fox-flcins, which they barter for the

following merchandizes ; fliirts made of white, blue, red,

and ilriped linen, coarfe woollen cloth i knives, fawt,

needles, large fiOiing- hooks, and other hard- ware j Igok-

ing-glafl'cs, rafts, poles, deal boards, chelfi, kettles o{
copper, brafs, and tin, with other articles.
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