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TIIPvOUGH THE CANAnAS. ^5

The bicatllh of tlip fall is 100 fort. 'I'lic Ijusln is boun.Iftl by

sleep clifii, composed of git-y lime .slnte, Iviiiu; in inclined strata,

wliiuli i)U the ta!)t and \vt\st sides, are subilividtd into innumerable

ibJn hljivn>, forniiii;;^ with tlie liorizon, an angle of fortv-live

(ie.;itc.s, and containin'j[ bs tween lluni, fd)i(>ns !J\))snni and
piore a laluuict. Moiddcrin;^ 'rcc ss'ni!y, !>y expoiure \o the

air, and adion (jf tlie weallu'r ; \\~) Mui^iee for vc^etatiun remains

upon these subst::nces.

An advinitntreous view of the fall may be obt.sined from the

beael;, whrii the tide of the gn at rivtr is low. In this are iuf lud-

ed, tlip east bank of tlie Dvcr, tlie point of Ani:e Gardien,

and (.'ape Tourtnent. The sonth wt st ponit of the ba^in, be-

comes the nearest object, beyon.i \\l>:e:! ;iji})t'ars the cataract of

resplendent beauty foaniin^j, dov.r, du- >;!(). jniy prerijjct, wliosc

fiununits are crooned uitli woim's. Its r«'t)f( ti(*n fr(Mn the berl

beneath, forms a contrast to the s!i;i(!e tlirown by the nfijlibouiing

cliffs. The diffusion of the sUeam, to a breiidih i-f :/)() yards,

with the various sniull ease;»drs produced by tliC in( f|i!a!ities in its

rocky bed, on its way to ;lie Saint i,awrence, displuy a singular

and pleasing Combin-'.tion. It runs for about 400 yards, throuiiii

a wide and ste<>p gidpii, which it is geneially supposed, lh;it its

waters hav(> excavalid. One ( iicum-taiicc seenr*^, In \\ev( r, to

controvert this conj( cture. Tlh- bed beneath, over whith the

river flows, is invariably composed of ;i solid stratum of rock, ov{;r

several parts of which, there an turfls for the {passage of carriages.

The gent.'ral depth of water, d(jes not here exceed eight inches,

l)Ut partial chamicls have been worn li\ tiff stream, ((,'\\ of whicli

are above three or four feet in depth. Tiiere a})pe;)rs no vestige

of any deep excavation, except in the vicinity ot the fall, which,

if it had ever receded from the S:iint Lawrence, nur-t have forni-

ed in the solid bed of rock, basins of considerable (fejnh. 'J'he

ford being, in most place s, rng:;ed and unequal, its passage is ini-

])Ieasant, and not ahogether safe.

The next subject which engages the attention of our author^ is

Jei'.ne Lorette, a village nine mdes to the north-vve.st of

QuebeCj upon a track of land which rises towards the mountains.

Jt commands by its elevated position, an extensive view of the

river Saint Lawrence, of Queliec, of the intermediate country,

of the southern coast, and of the mountains which sej)arate

Canada from the United States. The village, which contains

upwards of 200 inhabitants, consists of about fifty houses, coi.-

structed of wood and stone, which have a decent appearance.

The chapel is small, but neat, and the pari.sh extending to a

considerable way aroimd, the Canadians, who form the greatest

number of parishioners, have lately procured a chnrcrh to be erect-

ed for their accouimodatioii, about a quarter of a mile from tlie
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