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Think of the unsatisfying repeating figures constantly recurr-

ing in all decimal calculations, that would only occur half as

often if we had 12 or one dozen as the base of our measure-

ments which is the case in the duodecimal or dodecanal system,

It is the masses of the people that cling to the convenience of

the number twelve for use in the small transactions of their

eveiy day life, and to them how great is the help afforded in

marketing when articles are sold by the dozen. They can di-

vide that quantity so much better than they could ten to suit

their wants. It is thus that in England the shilling of 12

pence is found so useful. For what a length of time has our

notation been decimal and yet it is only comparatively in

modern times that the decimal system has been introduced

into tables of weights and measures. How difficult it is to get

the people generally to make their purchases in quantities or

measures of 100 and its divisions ! And yet this is in the face

of our notation having been decimal from the beginning. How
different it would be if our notation were duodecimal! It is

only the large transactions in business in modern times that are

forcing us to shorten our labor in calculations by adopting

tables in accordance with our notation. If the first reckoners

had commenced with our present conveniences for writing and

arithmetic instead of their ten fingers only, some better meas-

ure than ten would have been chosen. The evidence of prac-

tical arithmeticians now is that twelve is a better measure or

radix than ten, but then comes in the fact of our having a

decimal notation and it is thought to be easiei* to go on with

the system we have than to make a change. Many may look

upon our notation as a fixed institution like the climate or the

law of gravity, and therefore to be accepted, and many fancy

that in the decimal system they have attained the full height

of excellence and do not look beyond it. The duodecimal sys-

tem has been known by a few for a long time. It was taught

in one of the principal military colleges in France about the

beginning of the present, century, but I have not met with

record of its having been practiced elsewhere. It is
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