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frontajifo, except in caHcs where others hy actual

occui)atioii had secured possession of them in

part, in wliicli case the frontage owner n()t an

e(|uivalent elsewhere. Tliese ten-cliain lots,

owned })y the head of the family, were fre-

quently subdivided amon<; the sons, so that

when Ontario people, accustomed to scjuare

farms, began to come amongst us, they were

greatly amused at our " farming on lanes," and

pointed out the disadvantage of having to go to

work on the cultivated plots (" parks," we called

them) at the outlying ends of these ri ver strips.

But there was " nuich method in the madness
"

of Ion; narrow farms, or, to be plainer, there

were many good reasons to justify that plan of

settlement. To begin with, the settlers built

along the river banks for convenience in obtain-

ing water, which, at that date, before there were

any cities along its banks, was more drinkable

than it is now. Outside the swamps and

sloughs the river was practically the oidy re-

liable source of steady water supply. Wells

were little known, suction pumps were unheard

of, and I remember that a " chain-and-wheel

"


