
Chi )Ur I,

A little wliik' aftiT Svi'r.Ini|i h.nl left ii-., M()^,'^t;^<l aKo fdimd it

I1CI i'v«,,iiv t(i turn Ikk k. lie li.id thoiij^lit of |,'i)inf; \miI> ii^ till tin- iicst

• l.iv, i)Ut Ins luMw wdll-skm troiisiT -. wtTc, as lu- im-ru|»lK'iiiisii( all\

f\
I
iri' •.-.(.'( 1 It. "almost full of swrat. ami hi' must no !>a( k to tin- fire on

hoa .1 to jri- (Irv, llati-.in. I li'iuikscn, and I't-ttiTsi-n wi-ii" tluMi the

onlyoiu'i li'ft, ami tlu'\ lal)oiirt'iI aloii^' cai li with his load on his h.n k.

It was difti: nit for tlit-m to ki-rp up with us on tlu' llat ii c. so (|ui( kl\

dill wi- ;,'.) ; l)ut when wc (ami- to pri'ssurr rid;,'i's we wore lirou;(lu to a

standstill and tin- slcil^n'^. had to he I dpi' I ovtT. At oiu' plat i- tlu-

ridj,'c was so had th.it we hail to ( .irr\ tin- sK'd^'t-s a Ion;,' way. W hi-n,

af fr lonsidtTalili' trouhk'. wr ha I inanagi'(l to^'ft oxer it, I'rtcr shook his

liead rclU'( tivc'y. and said to JoIkiiimmi thai we should meet plenty moro

of tile same kind, and have eiiou^li hard work hefore we hail eaten

su'Vk lent of t!iL' loads to make ilu' sled^'es run lightly. Ju-.t here we

< ame ujioiia lon^' stretch of had it e, and Peter hetame more and more

< OIK erned for our future ; luit towards evening matliTs improved, and

wi' adv.mced more rapidly. \\ hen we stopped at 6 o'l lock the odometer

re;,'isteretl a ^moiI 7 nnles, whit h was not so hail for a first d.iy's work.

We had a < lu'erful evening in our ti'iit, which was just about hi^ enough

to hold all five. I'ettersen, who had e\erted himself and heconu-

overlie.ited on the way, shivired and groaned while the dogs were

being tied up and fed, and the tent pitched. He. however, found

existence considerably brighter when he sat inside it, in his warm woll-

skin clothes, with a pot of smoking chocolate before him. a big lump

of butter in one hand and a biscuit in the other, and e\t laimed,

*' Now I am living like a printc" He thereafter iliscour^ed at length

on the exalting thought that he was sitting in a tent in t!ie middle of

t!ie Polar St-a. Poor fellow, he had begged and prayed to be allowed

to ( ome with us on this expedition ; he woultl cook for us and make

himself generally useful, both as a tin and blacksmith ; and then, he

said, three would be company. I regretted that I coultl not take more

t!ian one companion, antl he had been in the depths of woe ft)r several

<lays, but now found (omfort in the fact that he had, at any rate, come

])art of the way with us, and was out on this great desert sea, for, as he

.said, '• not many peojjle have done that."

The (Jthers had no sleeping-bag with them, so they made themselves


