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What did the Colonial Secretary and the

Premier of Victoria mean by « '•huckster-

iuK snirit V" No donbt I he spirit of llie

Iicddler, of the petty bargaiucr.wlio beclouds

witJi a multitude of words the defects of

liis wares, just as the diplomatist Is said to

u.se ian;,'iiaKe to conceal liis thoughts. We
have a^ little fear as llie authorities above
UKntioned, that the methods of the retail

dealer will cause any difdculty in such com-
mercial negotiations as amy become pos-

sible between tiio Mother Country and her
colonies. There is, however, a spirit mucli
more to be dreaded in such matters llian

that of the huelvster. We refer to the spirit

of the monopolist, of the large capitalist,

who belicve»s tliat ho has the upper hand.
and wlio thinks that all he has t() do is to

wait stolidly and callously until otlier less
fortmiate iKoplc come to his terms. It is

he who most frequenitly uses the words
"make im- an olTer," rejects it readily when
made, and does not trouble himself about
making any counter propoidtiou. He is con-
tent to li>t the nefjjotiations draK, until the
necessities of the b<»rrower or tiic seller

compel them to make such a sacriflce as to
render the bargain an undoubtedly profitable
one to the man of money.
The policy of England town,rds her colo-

nies in commercial matters (but in those
alone) has been leavened not a little by
this spiiTit of the self-sufHcleut <Mpitallj<t

during the last ol) years. Owing to tlie

dominance of the free trading or rather
free importing party, the ft'ciing of rela-

t'onship in race and interest with the co-

lonial Empire was suppressed. The canny
Scot used to say, "It's not lost what a

frien' gets," but, under the intlnenee of

free tindeisni. Scot, Southron and Cell be-

came as cold as codfish to their eoioni.il

brethren. It is to be hoped that the lime
is rapidly approaching when the Impi'rial

Government will ••ibondon not only the spirit

of the huckster, lint that of the usurer as

well, and make an otYer in generous and

confiding terms, with all the details lilleil

up, to all the British colonies, whieli will

tend to consolidate the Empire both as re-

gnnds conimerc(> and defence.

It has already been attempted in tliis

essay to give rea.sons why lhi> Imperial

(iovernment should take the inltlativ<> in

this matter, and what their proposal should
be has «>lso been fori'shadowed. In whart

manner it should be made dcK's not adtnit
of iniieh doubt. At the rei-ent Premiers'
Confereni'c tile following n'soliulon wa,s
nnaniniou>ly adopted, wliirh ivtablislies an
institution for receiving and disen.s,siii;,' such
proposals: 'Meanwhile, the I'remiei-s are of

opinion that It would be desirable id imld
periodical conferences of representatives of

tile coleni, s and (ileal liiitain for the dls

cussioii 111' matli'i's of eonmiiHi liitensl." A
coniiiiuiiieal Ion rrnin tlie Ilonn- (ioveniineiit

to the aulhorllies. stating ilieTr iilaii, mikI

calling anotlier Colonial Conference to dis-

cuss it, might readily lead to the desired fe

sull (d" siniuilaneoiisly estalilisliini; I'.rilisli

commercial union and iiroviding a revenue
for Iiiiperiiil purposes. .V delinile proposi-

tion, end>raeiiig a >chcme, such as deserihed
in this essay, iiiiglit be laid befeie sueli a

conference by the Home (ioveriiineiil. Nn
doubt such proposals c(Mild at once be laid

befoiv parliament, but it would he wisei'

to have them discussed previously at a

confei.ciice of culoiiial representatives. As*

in former iiistinces, the latter would b-^

unable to bind their reispective governnieiii.":,

but they coiird say what would lil;ely be

acceidable in the colonies.

Tlie Imperial Covernminl would Iheii lii^

ready for legislation in parliament, and
could [lass their iiiejisiire, wlii<'li would, of

course, provide Ihat it slioiild not apply In

the outer lOmidre until after acceplaio'e by

the vai'ious authorities and parlianieiils i\

istlng thei'o.

Such a measure would levy on Imperial
duty of (!'.j per cent, ad valorem on aH
g(Hi(Is arri\iiig in any and <'very Uriiish

p(»rt. over and above the dilTerenl local

tarilTs there in fiu'ci'. It would provide

that the proceeds of tliiis particular duty
collected in England should be kept s-pa

ral<.> from her other reviMiues, and apidied
only for naval defence, ll would eiiael that

the same proceeds in llrilisli possessions

beycaid the sea should lie reiiiitlcii tn Hie

Home Covernmenl, and devoted to the same
purpose. Ii would also be uiidej'sliMid that

any part of the Empire declining to agree

to this ariiangeimnt would have its pro-

ducts treated like iliose from foreign I'oiin-

Iries and siilijecled lo the iiaymenl of the

Imperial duty. There cannot be any doubt

as to the manner in wliii'h such eiiaelnieiils

would be received by the well disposed

colonies and I'rown deiiendendes. They
would only be to<i willing to contribute in

this way to Imperial defence and obtain

at this price a pref(>reiice in the market)^ of

Great Britain.


