
31

art,K and Ukj home oriearninff, and aLiraclino- io ilHolf ilio

aitontioii and the wonder ot the whole w^orld. In pre-

8on<;<i of the proofs of these ^reat fa<!ts, afl'orded fur ever

])y the monuments of history, we can easily understand
that nothing? but extreme malice and unworthy calumny,
intended to deccuve mankind, could ev er have; caused it

to be said or written that this Apostolic See was an obs-

tacle to the cidture and the happiness of Italy.

If, then, all the hopes of Italy and of th(^ entire world
are based on a fon^e so favourable^ to the well-bein*jf and
usefulness of all under the authority of th(^ Apostolic Se(«,

. and iinder the fast bond which unites all thti faithful to

the Itoman rontilf, We are awar<! that W<i ou«>ht to have
nothinj? so muc^h at heart as to maintain :' tact and in its

integrity the dignity of the Chair of Peter, and to draw
more closely together the mem))ers and the head—the sons
and the father.

Therefore it is that in order to maintain above all, and
to the ])est of Our power, the rights and fre(?dom of the

Holy Hee, We shall nev(^r c(>ase to use every (effort to

l)reserve the obedience dne to Our authority ; to remove
the obstacles which interfere with th(^ frtni exen^ise of
Our ministry and Our power, and to ol)tain th(i reinsta-

tion of that position of allairs in which the dictates of
. Divine wisdom had formerly placed the Roman rontilf's.

I
And it is neither by a passion for ambition nor a desire

for domination, Venerable Brethren, that We seek this

restitution, but solely on ac(;ount of the duties of Our
charge, and by the terms of the oath which binds Us. In
addition. We are actuated not only by the consid«;ration

that the Temporal Power is necessary to Us, in order to

di^fend and protect the full freedom of thes Spiritual

Power, but also becaiise it is clearly shown that in the
Sovereign Temi)orality ot the Holy See is involved the

imblic well-being and the safety of human society. Con-
sesquently, in virtue of the duties of Our mission, which
obliges Us to defend the privileges of the Holy Church,
when the Temporal Power of the Apostolic; See is in

question, We cannot avoid r(>newing and confirming in
these letters all the protestations and di^clarations that
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