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tliree countries on how we can improve our policies in
those two areas. That is not in any way clianging the
nature of the agreement signed in December last year.

As it relates to import surges, let us see what the
Americans have in mid. I do not know what the
Aniericans have in mmnd. 1 do not think my lion. friend
knows wliat the Americans have in mind. We do know
they have confirmed many times that tliey are not going
to reopen the agreement of December last year.

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Joe Fontana (London East): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for tlie Minister of Employment and Immi-
gration.

Currently tliere are 18 Americans working in a cernent
plant in Woodstock, Ontario. These Americans were
given permits by Canadian officiais to do meclianical jobs
in an idustry wliere there is a 50 per cent unemploy-
ment rate in Canada. In issuig these permîts Canadian
officials did not weigh tlie consequences to Canadian
workers.

How can this govemnment sit back and allow this to
happen wliile badly needed Canadian jobs have been
lianded to Americans witli this government's seal of
approval?

Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Employment and
Immigration): Mr. Speaker, I do not know how the lion.
member can stand up in this House and say this was done
with tlie government's seat of approval.

Last December lie brouglit this to tlie attention of the
department. The officials at the office in question
explained in detail in a letter to the lion. member how a
mistake liad been made. Lt was mentioned that only two
weeks or days remained and it was explained to the lion.
member that this liad happened because of a mistake.
He was assured by the officials in writing that steps had
been taken to prevent this from happening in the future.
That was last December.

Mr. Joe Fontana (London East): Mr. Speaker, I do not
want an assurance from a Canadian consulate member. I
want an assurance fromn this minister and this govern-
ment that tliey will not allow tliis to happen.

Oral Questions

The Canadian consulate in Minneapolis, Minnesota
admitted to a mistake in approving these applications,
but this is unacceptable and it cost Canadian jobs.

1 want to ask the mmnister responsible for international
trade what he intends to do to prevent either the FTA or
some ambiguous littie clause in immigration policy from
being used to provide foreigners with desperately needed
Canadian jobs.

Hon. Bernard Valcourt (Minister of Employment and
Immigration): Mr. Speaker, the memiber knows full weli
tliat this lias nothmng to do with the free trade agree-
ment. An error was made due to misinterpretation by an
off icer of the department. I know that in a perfect world
mistakes would not happen.

The lion. member wants to interpret the mistake as
government policy when lie knows it was not government
policy, quite the contrary. We have a policy of hiring
Canadians first and tliat is the way we operate through-
out Canada. The mistake was explained to hlm.

Please do not try to mess up the free trade agreement
witli tliat. Lt lias nothing to do with it.
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ABORIGINAL FISHING STRATEGY

Mr. David D. Stupich (Nanaimo-Cowichan): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Justice.

Wlien tlie Minister of Fisheries and Oceans last June
announced lis aboniginal fishimg strategy for B.C., lie
said lie was following the Sparrow decision of the
Supreme Court. TMe fisheries comniittee asked the
Minister of Justice to give a ruling on the Sparrow
decision, about whicli many questions had been asked
and arguments made in B.C. as to what extent it dealt
with tlie commercialization of the aboriginal fisliery.

Is the minister of fislieries aware of the importance of
dealing with this question promptly?

Hon. John C. Crosbie (Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans and Minister for the Atlantic Canada Opportu-
nities Agency): Mr. Speaker, with respect to the lion.
gentleman's question, I believe lie knows full well that
the Department of Fislieries and Oceans takes the
advice of tlie Minister of Justice's department with
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