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HOUSE 0F COMMONS
Friday, December 13, 1985

The House met at il ar.

* (1105)

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.0. 22

[En glsh]

AGRICULTURE

DELAY IN ESTABLISHING NATIONAL TOnACCO MARKETING
AGENCY

Mr. Maurice Foster (Algoma): Mr. Speaker, this past week
we have seen over a thausand farmers an Parliament Hill
pratesting the fact that the Prime Minister (Mr. Mulroney)
and the Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Wise) have flot kept
their promises ta establish a national tabacca marketing
agency. On Tuesday af this week the camments of the Minis-
ter af Agriculture contradicted those ai the Prime Minister an
Wednesday that the delay in establishing the national market-
ing agency was due ta a court injunctian relating ta the cost ai
production formula, and said that the delay was due ta a lack
of support by the producer groups from the iive provinces
concerned.

Berry Murray, the Chairman ai the Ontario Flue-cured
Tobacco Growers Marketing Board, said on Thursday that he
now bas letters and commitments from aIl five provincial
producer groups ta support a marketing agency. The Govern-
ment bas the support ai these praducers so why does it nat
mave ta establish this marketing agency? It is because it does
flot want a national marketing agency. That is why it bas
appealed the judge's decision on the injunction relating ta the
report on the cost ai production formula.

Marketing boards do flot fit inta the Prime Minister's
agenda on free trade with the United States. This is the first
casualty an the altar ai free trade.

How many more national marketing boards will be bar-
gained away in the free trade negatiations? No one knows.
However, we do know that the Government and the Prime
Minister and the Minister ai Agriculture do flot keep their
promises.

PUBLIC SERVICE

CONFLICT 0F INTEREST GUIDELINES%-DISCLOSURE 0F OUTSIDE
ACTIVITIES

Mr. Stan J. Hovdebo (Prince Albert): Mr. Speaker, on
September 9 the Prime Minister (Mr. Mulroney) tabled before
the House of Cammons several documents explaining initia-
tives the federal Gavernment intends ta take in the area of
public sector ethics.

Basically, we support those initiatives but let us not, in the
process, go overboard and use public disclosure as a weapon to
intimidate the public service.

1 refer specifically to the requirement that ail public ser-
vants declare their outside activities to a designated officer
wha bas the right ta make the decison an whether those
activities are in conflict with the employee's duties and respon-
sibilities. Daes caaching a hockey team seem like an unaccept-
able activity? The guidelines do not say ane way or the other,
but a designated afficer may.

The protection of democracy is the responsibility af this
Chamber. 1 caîl upan the Government ta review the proce-
dures by which it will implement its public service conflict of
interest guidelines. Unacceptable activities must be defined ta
give civil servants some feeling that they are nat subject ta the
whims of their superiors.

[Translation]
THE ECONOMY

EDITORIALS IN CERTAIN NEWSPAPERS

Mr. Gabriel Fontaine (Lévis): Mr. Speaker, aur Gavern-
ment had told Canadians it would create a new national
consensus, spur the ecanomic recavery and, finally, make it
easîer for ail Canadians ta become iully aware of the state of
the nation.

Over the past ten days, ten editorialists fram each of the ten
Canadian provinces have attested ta the fact that aur national
ecanamy is back an the right track, and that Canadians
throughout the country now readily close ranks and feel more
prasperous.

Mr. Speaker, 1 am referring ta the editorials of the following
newspapers-fram the Pacific ta the Atlantic: the British
Columbia December 6 Times- Co!onist, a positive report an de
Havilland; the Alberta December 5 Calgary Herald, a positive
report an the economy; the Saskatchewan December 3 Reader


