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bas becorne too expensive for farmers to use.
The return ai the average farrn is not as
great as the interest rate on the money that
farrners borrow, and unless this goverrnent
gives immediate cash relief ta the western
iarrners by next spring I predict that 25 per
cent ai thern will be bankrupt and will be
gone frorn the land. I think that anybady who
is farniliar with the situation can do little else
but agree with me. In short, any picture I
cauld paint pertaining ta the situatian ai the
western grain farmers, no matter bow black,
could hardly portray the full seriousness ai
the situation.

We have heard the suggestions ai tbe
Minister af Consumer and Carporate Affairs
(Mr. Basiord) and we have alsa beard in the
bouse about the fight against inflation. I think
this subi ect was also mentioned in the budget
address. But the farmers af western Canada
bave been figbting inflation for the last 20
years. Tbey have been selling at 1940 prices in
1950 and 1960 mnarkets. In 1939 farmers paid
$1,200 for a three or four plougb tractor.
Today, tbey pay about $5,000 for the sarne
machine. At that time we sold a bushel ai
wheat for 50 cents. Today, a great many
farmers are getting about $1 for it.

e (9:20 p.mn.)

The Mînister ai Agriculture (Mr. Oison)
spoke about the problems but he did no mare
than that; he did nat affer any salutions. I
was really quite asbarned wben I realized he
was representing a province ai the west,
althougb I do commend hlm for having done,
probably, ah bhe could in the circumstances in
which be finds himself, likely in a sornewhat
hostile cabinet. I was happy about some af
the tbings be bas done-sorne ai the programs
he bas made possible. But I was deeply
ashamed when a Minister ai tbe Crown came
out last week witb an appeal ta consumers ta
boycott beef. Beef is ane of the few tbings
tbey have in the west that is keeping the
econamy going at all. (3od knows, the extra
whicb a beef praducer is receiving is nowbere
near the arnount ai price increase whicb is
being dernanded ai consumers.

Tbe Minister of Agriculture needs ta, speak
ta bis colleagues about this crisis. 1 notice
that when he was addressing the bouse only
six of bis ban. friends were sitting in tbe
bouse listening ta hlm. To me this indicates
the extent of the interest on the gavernrnent
side in this critical agricultural situation. Six
members out ai 153 ]istening ta the Minister
ai Agriculture talk on the western crisis!

Alleged Failure to Aid Western Farmers
The minister listed sarne af the accomplish-

ments which had been achieved in the
agriculture field-some of the new credit
provisions and measures for extension of
credit. But there are other accomplishments,
too. There was the accomplishrnent of trans-
ferring dairy produce totauling eight million
pounds frorn the western provinces to Que-
bec. There was the accomplishment, if one
can cail it that, of organizing the pile-up at
Vancouver this winter when ships waiting ta
load grain cargoes were unable ta do so,
because we were not in a position ta supply
the types of grain needed.

Long term. planning is required, certainly,
but what these farmers need is cash right
now, today, tornorrow, or next week. Long
terrn planning has no value at this stage for a
large number of these farmers because they
will not be here ta take advantage of it. When
we ask for subsidies, when we ask for
immediate cash help, the question is asked:
where is the rnoney coming frorn; taxes are
as higb today as tbey can go. But let us take
a look at the situation. As the hon. member
for Vegreville (Mr. Mazankawski) stated last
week-and it was repeated this afternoon by
the han. member for Nanaimno-Cowichan-The
Islands (Mr. Dauglas)-there was apparently
no difilculty about rernitting $80 million of
duty ta the automobile manufacturers, $75
million, of this going ta one company. I looked
at the financial, statement of that cornpany
and found that its net profit last year was
well over $50 million. Sa, we can hardly con-
sider it ta be a cbarity case. Funds are cer-
tainJly as well funndiled into agriculture in a
time of crisis as back into the automobile
industry.

We find that taxpayers are subsidizing
every seat in the new Arts Centre. Assuming
a seil-out crowd for 100 nights af the year,
and taking everytbing into consideration, the
subsidy an every ticket sold amounts ta some-
thing like $35. I amn not saying I do not
apprave af the Arts Centre. This sort ai thing
is possibly necessary and desirable; you can-
not put a price on some ai these things. But I
arn saying that when there are bread and
butter issues ta deal witb, surely they corne
first. Take the situation ai the C.B.C. wbicb
presents "Things As They Reaily Are"-the
titie af one ai its programs. This organization
costs the taxpayers in the neighbourbood oi
$150 million a year and it is not too dis-
criminating in choosing the topics it brings
before the public, either; we often run into
criticisrn here. There are economies which
could be made in the civil service. In rnany of
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