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He said: Mr. Speaker, it is not often vouch- these small and beautiful islands could have
safed to a humble backbencher to have in a fairly bright future. There is tremendous
immediate sequence two "brief gaudy" hours opportunity in tourism, and it is no doubt
on the private members' hour, and perhaps as tourists that mast Canadians know this part
because of some of the remarks passed about ai the sauth. Fun in the sun aiten takes
me yesterday I should have stopped when Canadians ta this part ai the world. A pas-
I was slightly ahead! However, I am sure sibility ai braadening their industrial base
the subject matter of this motion is of im- and diversiiying tbeir agricultural industry
portance to all hon. members, and I would like is ai course ta the farefrant in the planning
to discuss some of the aspects of trade with af the people of these islands.
that part of the former British West Indies It is sa clear that such small cammunities
federation. with such difficuit ecanamic problems and

It is perhaps appropriate that a citizen of an with such a limited ecanomie base must re-
island province should initiate the discussion quire substantial assistance iram autside.
on this matter concerning communities made Fram whence shah it came? The United
up of islands. I also have a particular interest Kingdom has dane much and its pragram ai
in this area, not only because I am a mari- develapment there is impressive. The United
timer but in my years of lecturing at certain States has helped. Same private developments
maritime universities it was my pleasure have brought benefit ta the indigenous papu-
to have in my classes many fine young people lation although one daes nat always expect,
from the part of the world to which this nor is he disappointed when it does nat
resolution directs our attention. happen, that business enterprises are neces-

I recall so well that on July 21, 1958, sarily geared ta the impravement a the
parliament had before it a motion by the peaple who live in the area ai the enterprise.
President of the Privy Council (Mr. Mc- But Canada cames, I think, inta this picttreand presents a splendid appartunity for this
Ilraith), as he now is, which under the rules area. We have historie ties with this part ai
at that time we discussed for a full day. tbe country, especially we maritimers. In
I thought I could do no better than model my aur days ai glory, the days ai the woaden
motion on the wording of his, except that ship, the iran men and the golden prosperity
I altered the geographic area as a resuit -long befare the time ai any ai us, I iîst
of what bas happened with the break-up of Say, aîas-we had close ties. Sbips iron
the former federation, that political com- Prince Edward Island and ail parts ai the
munity for which we all had such hopes maritimes carried gnnds h ani irnm tho
but whose collapse did not surprise us so West Indies. As early as 1855 efforts were
greatly; certainly it did not surprise many made ta establish a preferential trade agree-
of the people living there. The geographic ment witb tbese areas. This was tbwarted
area which we are discussing here comprises by tbe British colonial affice. This was in tie
the seven islands, Barbados, Antigua, St. days befare Alexander Gait asserted aur
Kitts, Montserrat, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and ecanomic independence fram aur former
Dominica. This is the little group sometimes mather country. In 1898 we had the flrst
called the outer seven, or the left out seven, sugar agreement. In 1912, under the gavcrn-
now that the greater islands, Trinidad, Tobago ment ai Robert Barden and under tie aus-
and Jamaica have become independent states. pices ai that great maritimer Sir George
Grenada has perhaps a special destiny in that Faster, we initiated aur flrst trade agree-
it plans to become a part of the Trinidad and ment an a reciprocal basis. This was ex-
Tobago entity. tended in 1920 and 1926. And sa an aver tie

This collection of small islands is populated years. I an nat gaing ta take tie urne ai the
by less than three quarters of a million bouse by gaing inta the figures, Mr. Speaker,
people. The land area is something like 1,300 but there bas developed a substantial trade
square miles; but while the area is small, between Canada, especially eastern Canada,
their problems are large: poor soil, shortage and ah the West Indies islands, including ai
of water, lack of proper facilities, roads and course the islands ta whici this resalution
airports, shortage of skilled labour, a crying directs aur attention.
need for capital in their effort to approach In 1962 aur trade in exparts ta Barbadas
something like self-sufficiency, a pressing was samething like $41 million. That is a
problem of overpopulation. Indeed, any substantial sum. Barbados is, ai course, a very
economie study of these small islands dem- small community. Our imports were $3,170,000.
onstrates why the study of economics bas These figures are in Canadian dollars. There
often been described as a dismal science. Yet are some commodities which are ai special

[Mr. Macquarrie.]


