
COMMONS
Dominion-Provincial Conýerence

the conference in advance of these elections
has been made obvious by the fact that in
two of the provinces where elections have
been held, the governments have changed in
consequence of the elections. The election
in New Brunswick will flot be over before
the end of the present month. And, 1 miglit
add, it has been publicly announced that the
new government in Quebec will not take office
until August 30. Without doubt the new
government will wish to have time to prepare
for a dominion-provincial conference. It is
clear, therefore, that a conference could flot
be held suitably to ail the provinces before
October at the earliest.

It is desirable above ail else that the con-
ference when held should be a success. Canada
cannot afford a repetition of what occurred
at the last dominion-provincial conference.
The whole purpose of the conference is to
work out solutions of many difficuit problems,
which solutions wili have to be implemcnted
by the governments concerned.

It is obviously dcsirablc that the conference
should, if possible, be held between the gov-
,ernments that may be in office during the
next few years, the goveroments that will be
living together and will have to work together.

So far as the provinces are concerned, once
the New Brunswick election is over, there
wili have been an eloction in six of the nine
provinces since August of last year. ln the
remaining three, the elections were in 1941
and no further election is required by Iaw
in any of the three before 1946.

The date of the federal election is neces-
sarily uncertain, but as I have repeatedly said,
once the war is over, it may corne at any
time. It will not, however, be delayed on
any account beyond the legal terra of the
present. parliamentý. If we are ta believe wvbat
we are told by our political opponents, it
may be a C.C.F. gov crnment, or a Progressive-
Conservative goveroment, or some other gov-
ernment than the present one which will be
in office after the general election. While I
mysei do not entertain any of these views,
clearly ail uncertainty should be removed as
to the government which will have ta carry
out, on behaîf af the dominion, the important
decisions of the conference before those
decisions tbemselves are reached. In no other
way can there be a guarantee that the dcci-
sions of the conference will he effective.

There is, however, an additional reason why,
if the conference itself is ta be a success, it
sbould be held only after a general election.
Wbat ahove ail else is required ta make the
tonference a success is a cooperative attitude
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on the part of ail governments concerned.
How far that, attitude has thus far been in
evidence may ho judged fraie the correspond-
ence which there has been since the conference
itself was proposed.

The correspondence up ta March 21 was
tabled on March 31. To-night I have tabled
the remainder af the correspondence to. date.
Perhaps the bouse will agree ta have the entire
correspondence printed as an addendum ta the
Votes and Proceedîngs of to-day.

Apart from the correspondence, which
speaks for itseif, I must draw the attention of
hon. members ta a statement made by the
Premier af Ontario in a broadcast on the
evening of Juiy 21, a report of which was
published, on the following day. I quote fromn
the Toronto Globe and Mail af July 22, 1944,
a paragraph setting forth, within quotation
marks, the statement which Mr. Drew made
in bis hroadcast. It is as follows:

My one ambition in the political field outside
of Ontario is to see an end as soon as possible
of the weak and incompetent governrnent in
power at Ottawa to-day, and to assist in every
w ay I can t{) assure tbat John Bracken is the
next Prime Minister of Canada.

Such being the declared aima ai the Premier
of Ontario, it must be apparent that any con-
ference held before a federal election wauld
bave little or no hope af success, and would
almost certainly preludice the success af a
suhsequent conference.

Preparalions for the dominion-provincial
conference can and will he continued so that
it will be possible ta bave the conference held
irmmediately foilowing a general election.

Mr. GRAYDON: May I suggest ta the
Prime Minister-and I do not like at the end
of the session to inject anytbing that is not
strictly harmonious--tbat I think wbat he
bas expiained as the reason for not holding
the dominion-provincial conference may
properly be described as an excuse instead.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I amn sorry my
hon. friend bas found it necessary to ho face-
tious at the last moment of this part of the
session; but may I assure bima that the facte
speak for themselves. I have carofully
refrained froma making any comment. I have
allowed the record to stand, as I think it will,
on its own.

Mr. GRAYDON: You could not have said
inuch mocre witlî res.pect to the premier of
Ontario.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Na; ho said ail
that was necessary.

Mr. GRAYDON: Sa did you.


