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vided such restriction was shared by the
white races; they did not like the suggestion
of inferiority. I am quite sure that there
would have been no objection from the Japan-
ese government if this order in council had
also prevented these Japanese from entering.
Anyhow, the agreement is mot for any fixed
period, it is cancellable at any moment and
it would have been quite proper to apply
the same restriction to the Japanese as is
applied to his white brother and sister. The
labour people of British Columbia will not
understand why the Japanese continue to
come in to the extent of 150 per year when
restrictions have been put on people of white
origin.

I give the government all the credit due
for the introduction of this resolution now
before the committee, and I sincerely trust
that it will be productive of benefit to those
it is designed to benefit. I share the views
expressed by the hon. member for Gloucester
(Mr. Veniot) when he asked the government
to assume the responsiblity for spending this
money. It is a large sum of money and like
the hon. member I am quite willing to trust
the government with the spending of it. For
one thing, we have not had any experience
of their doing anything wrong and therefore
we ‘are entitled to suppose that they will do
what is right. We will hold that belief until
we know to the contrary. When they spend
this money they are responsible to those
who have furnished it, that is to this parlia-
ment. If within six months or a year from
now we have any complaints to make as to
the way in which the money has been dis-
bursed, the government will be here to defend
that expenditure or at least to assume re-
sponsibility, but if it is handed over to the
provinces they can do as they like with it
without any check being placed upon them.
We who furnish the money would not be able
to get at them; should we have a complaint
to make in this house we would be told that
it was very sad but it was the fault of the
particular province. As I said before, we
have no reason to believe that this govern-
ment would misuse this money or apply it
in an improper or partisan way, but we do
know that the provinces are quite likely to
use the money in this way. As far as the
government of British Columbia is concerned,
I could use up all my time in giving in-
stances of this nature. It was a notorious
fact, and one mentioned by the Conservative
press, that all the resources of that province
were marshalled largely by way of roadwork
and similar expenditures in favour of the

[Mr. Neill.)

candidates of their party in the DominioB
elections. One does not mind patronage 50
much when it concerns the higher position®
but we do mind it when it comes down %0
the ordinary, lowly worker on the road who
has no other means of obtaining money
support himself and his family. It has been
shown beyond doubt and contradiction thab
he has been forced to go to the secretary Of
president of some political association an
obtain a ticket. He has first to join the
association and pay one dollar, and I have
often advised them to go and pay that dollar
They are forced to abandon any politica
feclings which they may have, after which 2
ticket is issued which they take to the rod
boss in order to obtain work.

An hon. MEMBER: The same thing w#?
done with the Rideau canal two years ago

Mr. NEILL: The ticket is collected and
the man is put to work. If this has bee?
done in the past it is reasonable to suppos®
it will be done in the future. In the prese?
instance they would be dealing with money
which is being handed to them on a platter
and there would be no responsibility attached'
Complaints could not be raised in the locd
legislatures and they could not be brought
up in this house. Some check is neede®
not only to insure that the worker is put ob
no matter what his political feelings may
be, but also to see that the man of the right
political faith does not receive relief wor
when it is not needed. I know of cases wher®
men well able to do without relief work hav®
been getting it more or less regularly. I have
an amendment here which I propese to moY?
when the bill is before the house. Perhaps it
would be as well to read it to tha committfee‘
1 propose to move that the following sectio?
be . inserted:

Tn the carrying out of the purposes of thié

act there shall be no discrimination either ’?.
favour of or against those of any partlcﬂl"

political affiliation.

It might be said that that is an an academ’
amendment and one which will not amou?
to anything., I claim that it would have sor?
effect, because if the provinces’ share of th!
large sum of money were handed to th
from time to time with that clause inserte
in the bill, and that in turn passed on to the
foreman or engineer in charge of the W?r:
it would keep before those men their obllgﬂ,
tion to give relief work to all and sun ;
There is another method by which a perh"pj
more immediate and more definite result 0091,
be obtained, and that is by having a oo
mittee in each province to act in an advis®




