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wlîat lias been acçomplished by Great Brit-
aie le this war. Lt la something worthy of
our study, and sometlîing whichi we should
follow as an example. Germarny imposed
Eomne direct taxation before the war. Last
year, (that is in the year 1916), she raised
£25,000,000 sterling by direct taxation, when
she needed money worse than ever before
in her history-25,OO,OO. Before the war
Bnitain's income had risen te £200,OO0,000, le
tinies of peace. That la wvhat Britain was
raising by direct taxation before the war.
Last year Britain raised £500,00,0OO by
direct taxation of hier people--5O,OO,OO as
compared with £25,000,000 raised by Ger-
many. And yet there are people living-
I am net sure whether my hion. friend froin
Halidmand (Mr. Lalor) would net be one
of thenm--wlîo would tell us that the tariff
la the -erilihtened line ef business, and net
tlîis free trade policy Iliat iBritain followed.
£500,000,000 raised in the rmiddle of this
war by Great Britain, ene and one-haîf
times tlie greateat previeuis inceme she hiad
ever raised. Was Iliere ever a financial
miracle like that in the histery et tlîe îorld?
At the beginning of the war Britain needed
in the worst kind of way te buy munitions
because she had net prepared lîerself for
flghting on land. Many people say it was
foolish of hen net te have done se. Well,
I do net think se, because if slie hiad pre-
pared te tlîe samne extent on land as on sea
slîe weuld liave been banknupt before the
war began-no country ceuld have steed it.
Britain's defence ivas oïlu the sea. She
needed in the worst kind of way te buy
munitions at the commencenment of the
war. She was able at once te do it on an
enormeus extent in the United States be-
,cause of the wealth that she lîad built up
by her fiscal pelicy iii the generatiens that
preceded the war. She needed for te pur-
pose of cornecting lier exchange. rapidly te
convert lier securities, B3ritish held lu fereign
lands, int money, and she did bliat at once.
Slîe was able te do thiat and correct lier
exchange because of thîe eornieus wealth
which she 'had invested in the Un'ited
States as the result ot lîaving- beconie se
wealthy tlirough a wisc fiscal pelicy. She
did ahl these things while Germany's fin-
ances, as I have shown yeu by a single
fig-ure, showed ne elasticity whatever. In
addition to that, we aîl know how she bas
fiuianced the Allies. It is admitted by the
first acVien in tlîe United States as tlie
result of the important conference that is
now geinig on at Washington that Brîtain
lias borne the heaviest financial burden et
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the war. -She financed. the Allies; she kept
the seas of the world open for the trade pf
the world. If it had not been for Britain's
fiscal policy and Britain's wealti ani Bni-
tain's command of shipping-, the United
States and Canada would have had a very
different record to show in the matter of
exports from the figures I qu;pted to you
a few moments ago. She hýas preserved the
trade- of the world, financed the Allies,
raised an amount of -moiuey by direct taxa-
tion that neyer was attempted, much less
done, by any ether country in the history
of the world. She has done ail that, and
she lias boeen a prime facte)r with the other
Allies, whose efforts I do not for a moment
deprecate, in saving, as the Allies ýare ýsav-
ing, the fneedoini of civilization and the
progress of humanity. She has dune that
be-cause of a ivise fis-cal .policy, which I
submit te you, Sir, this young cpuntry and
its public men ought to study deeply and
honestly, and to apply to the managemient
of Canada's own affairs.

Sir HERBERT AMES (Montreal, St.
Antoine): It is alway-s a pleasure, Mr.
Speaker, for us to listeii to the hion. miem-
ber for Red Deer (Mr. Michael Clark> and
to hiear 'that lie stili stands f,,iur-square by
the princilile of free trade. I do niot think,
bowever, that lie is making very many
converts on tbis side of the House, nor
have wo reason to believe that hie is nak-
inig very inany couverts on his own side
of the House. I con'tess that I was waiting
for himi to tell us in what manner lie
would raise the $135,OOO,OOO tliat -lias been
raised during the past year .by the present
tariff to meet Ganada's expenditures. By
what means would he undertake to raise
that revenue, which we ai know ia so inuch
needed? The bon. member for Red Deer
loves to 'tell us that lie is a pioneer along
the road of enlig-htenment, but-I -am rather
wondering whether hie la keeping as close a
toucli as hie should upon the old land. I
am wondering wbiether lie is iuterpreting
the sig-na of the times quite as faithfully
as we have heen led to believe lie lias been
accustomed to -do. If we oan judge from
the synîptoms that are being evidenced in
Old Country legialation, the days of free
trade in old Engîand are numbered. The
Old Country, which. has been ýse often held
up ýte us as a shining example of free trade,
is, under the stress of ivar, and of unifica-
tion of the Empire, beg-inning te find that
thie time may net be far distant when it
may adept to sorne extent a policy of pro-
tection tlîat will enable Britain und aIl ýher


