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introduction of a Bui. At the same time,
I appreciate that this is. a matter that miema-
bers are vere greatly interested in and I,
subjeot ta your authority, and with proper
respect for the rules of the House, desire
ta say that if I can give any information
I will be glad to do so. I was saying that
the ballot, as we proposed, in my judg-
ment, affords the mast ample opportunity
whatever may be the conditions for enabling
the soldier ta register his vote. Wben I was
interrupted I was speaking of the general
returning officer, and I think I have suffi-
ciently pointed out what his funictions are.
They largely go in-to eff eot at the termina-
tion of the election for the purpose of get-
ting the speciflo returns. With -regard ta
the special returning officers, I think it will
be found that the' provision of the Bill has
been drafted with a view ta attaining as
perfect impartiality as can be attained on
,the part of the officers charged with this
very important work. In order ta make
two things possible-namely, first, that we
should get the fullest vote of the soldiers
that can be got, and, second, that the vot-
ing should be done before the termination
of the voting on this side, and therefore
before the possibility of knowledge being
spread on the other side as ta the results-
it has been thought wise, and the Bill
proteides therefor, to extend the delay be-
tween nomination day and election day.
In the Bill that is a period of four weeks.
The best information that I have been
able ta gather rather leads me ta the con-
clusion that that will be a sufficient delay,
but that in particular is a matter upon
which I shall be glad ta receive any infor-
mation that any hon. member may have
with the view of considering whether per-
hapa it might not be desirable ta make
that period longer.

Sir SAM HUGHES: Delay after nomina-
tion day or after the general election in
Canada?

Mr. DOHERTY.: No, it is intended that
the voting day in Canada shaîl be four
weeks after the nomination day. Voting
overseas is to begin on the day after nomi-
nation day and is ta, go on for the full per-
iod of four weeks until eight o'clock in
the evening of the polling day in this coun-
try. Whereas the voter over bere has one
day in which he must poîl bis vote, the
soldier has twenty-nine days. At any time
during that period he may avail himself of
the apportunity ta register his vote. Pro-
vision is made for the moat widespread pas-
sible establishment of polîs; that is places
where thg' soldiers may re-gister their

votes. It is in contemplation that these
should be established at every place where
there is a gathering of soldiers. In the
Bill we speak of "every camp" with refer-
ence to p6lling places, but we have put in
a definition clause to mak e the word
"ýcamp" cover every place, be it hospital
or rest station, or whatever may be the na-
ture of the place where there is a group of
soldiers.

We have made a further provision, that
where circumstanýces are sucli as ta give
rise ta the belief that if a soldier is not al-
io-wed ta vote immediately when and where
hie is hie may be exposed ta lose his vote
-if conditions are such as ta make it
possible for the presiding officer to take bis
vote--that officer shahl be empowered, even
though he is not actually holding a poll
to take the vote of that soldier. The desire
is to do anytihing that can be done ta assure
to the soldier the exercise of bis privhlege,
and ta assure ta Canada the advantage of
having the expression of opinion of that
soldier, the only limit beîng such as may be
necessary ta surround the voting -with the
greatest possible precautions against any
irregu]arity or fraud, or anythingc of that
sort, under the conditions as existing upon
the other side. The military voter in Can-
ada, sa-ve that he has ta use the ballot as
provideýd foi the overs-eas soldiers, is, in
the marking of his ballot, ta conform ýta the
requirements looking ta -secrecy, 'which are
provided for the or.dinary takiing of votes
over here. There are detailed provisions
as ta the manner of taking the vote. I do
flot think they are materially different-
though in some respects I hope they are
impr'oved-¶from the provisions of the exist-
ing law.

Mr. LEMIEUX: I suppose the votes can
be g-athered in the hospitalk?

Mr. DOHERTY: Oh, yes. We intend ta
send ta every place where we can con-ceive
that soldiers will be found a deputy pre-
siding officer fo take the vote.

,Mr. MARCIL: Is the provisdon in the old
Act, requiring the appointment of a num-
ber of commissioners by the leader of the
Government and the leader of the Opposi-
tion, ta provide the taking «f the ballot
overseas, ta be retained?

Mr. DOHERTY: For the appointment of
scrutineers?

Mr. MAROIL: Yes.

Mr. IJOHERTY: Yes, that is preserved,
and there are further provisions with regard


