SOUTHEAST ASIA REGIONAL JUDICIAL COLLOQUIUM ON GENDER EQUALITY JURISPRUDENCE AND
THE ROLE OF THE JUDICIARY IN PROMOTING WOMEN'S ACCESS TO JUSTICE

State of the Domestic
Application of GEDAW in
SEA Countries

The following countries in SEA, which participated in the Judicial Colloquium, have signed or
acceded to CEDAW: Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand,
Timor-Leste and Viet Nam. Except for Timor-Leste, more than 20 years have passed since each
country’s accession, a considerable amount of time within which to ensure compliance with the
legal standards of CEDAW.

COUNTRY DATE OF SIGNATURE'® DATE OF ACCESSION™
‘Cambodia 17/10/1980 15/10/1992
Indonesia _ 29/07/1980 13/09/1984
laoPDR 17/07/1980 14/08/1981
Malayg,irar : 05/07/1995
Myanmqrﬁ P 22/07/1997
Philippines ~ 17/07/1980 05/08/1981
Thailand 09/08/1985
Timor-Leste R T ) : 16/04/2003
Viet Nam ~29/07/1980 17/02/1982

Source: UN Treaty Collection?

However, the international standards for equality as provided in the Convention have not been
integrated into domestic legal systems in SEA countries and “the legal framework to mandate and
demand such a coherent, holistic and consistent application of the Convention is not available
in these countries with any level of certainty.””' The concern expressed to Lao PDR when it was
reviewed by the CEDAW Committee in 2009 sums up its current state of domestic application in
the region:




