
stakes or the level of consensus in society. Instead, it helps us solve collective dilenimas,
but only inuthe private realm. Where there is a stronger state, as in Britain and especially
Cand, even interpersonal trust has a limited role. It has no impact on whether we should
<cheat tegovernment; and where goveriment is very strong, it doesn't have mucli impact on
our daily lives cither.

Trust la the only measure of reciprocity that matters. There are sporadic significant
coefiietsfor otesobey commandments, but they are rare and display no coherent

patm.I trust were simply a sunimary of our experiences, it should be more hlgbly
created with oui expectations of others. And others obey commandments, which surely is

an xreso of oui experience, should have more proone effects on what we consider

Reliiousvalues also count most when there is least consensus on moral behaviors,
provdin suportfor the~ idea that faith is a formn of social capital. But religion doesn't work

eveywhre.Itseffctsare strongest in the most religious society (the United States) and
weaes i th mstseula (riai). What makes one sceymore religlous than aohr

Gely(1991) sugssthat greater pluralism, where faithsk have to compete for bellevers,
'can rmt srne religou bei. And the United States abue the idea of astate

chuch n fvorof hlgbly decentrallzed and often democratic religious cmuiis h
mor plraistc he> rloua environment, the more faith is likely to serve as a form of

In lltheecountries, personal moral codes are the central key to the puzzle.
Noweredowe sce big impacts for others <obey comnmandmns And eeyhr efoe
commndmntsare central to moral attitudes. Only in Biando we see a clear ptenfor

sel byê. IthUnedStates and Canada, persnal moral codes are ipratacross the


