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affect the legal status of the Parties to the conflict. Neither the
occupation of a territory nor the application of the Conventions
and this Protocol shall affect the legal status of the territory in
question.

Article 5 — Appointment of Protecting Powers and of their substitute

1. It is the duty of the Parties to a conflict from the beginning of
that conflict to secure the supervision and implementation of
the Conventions and of this Protocol by the application of the
system of Protecting Powers, including inter alia the designation
and acceptance of those Powers, in accordance with the fol-
lowing paragraphs. Protecting Powers shall have the duty of
safeguarding the interests of the Parties to the conflict.

2. From the beginning of a situation referred to in Article 1, each
Party to the conflict shall without delay designate a Protecting
Power for the purpose of applying the Conventions and this
Protocol and shall, likewise without delay and for the same
purpose, permit the activities of a Protecting Power which has
been accepted by it as such after designation by the adverse Party.

3. If a Protecting Power has not been designated or accepted from
the beginning of a situation referred to in Article 1, the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross, without prejudice to the
right of any other impartial humanitarian organization to do
likewise, shall offer its good offices to the Parties to the conflict
with a view to the designation without delay of a Protecting
Power to which the Parties to the conflict consent. For that
purpose it may, inter alia, ask each Party to provide it with a
list of at least five States which that Party considers acceptable
to act as Protecting Power on its behalf in relation to an adverse
Party, and ask each adverse Party to provide a list of at least five
States which it would accept as the Protecting Power of the first
Party; these lists shall be communicated to the Committee
within two weeks after the receipt of the request; it shall compare
them and seek the agreement of any proposed State named on
both lists.

4. If, despite the foregoing, there is no Protecting Power, the Parties
to the conflict shall accept without delay an offer which may be
made by the International Committee of the Red Cross or by



