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12.5 Parties shall take such reasonable measures as may be available to
themn to ensure that international standardizing bodies and international
certification systems are organized and operated in a way which facilitates
active and representative participation of relevant bodies in ail Parties taking
into account the special problems of developing counitries.

12.6 Parties shaîl take such reasonable measures as may be available to
them to ensure that international standardizing bodies, upon request of
developing countries, examine the possibility of, and if practicable, prepare
international standards concerning products of special interest to developing
countries.

12.7 Parties shaîl, in accordance wîth the provisions of Article 1l, provide
technical, assistance to developing countries to ensure that the preparation
and application of technical regulations, standards, test methods and certi-
fication systems do not create unnecessary obstacles to the expansion and
diversification of experts from developing countries. In determining the
terras and conditions of the technical assistance, account shahl be taken of
the stage of development of the requesting country and in particular of the
least-developed countries.

12.8 It is recognized that developing countries may face special problems,
including institutional and infrastructural problems, in the field of prep-
aration and application of technical regulations, standards, test methods
and certification systems. It is further recognized that the special develop-
ment and trade needs of developing countries, as well as their stage of
technological development, may hinder their abilîty te discharge fully their
obligations under this Agreement. Parties, therefore, shaîl take this fact
fully into account. Accordingly, with a view to ensuring that developing
countries are able to comply with this Agreement, the Committee is enabled
to grant upon request specified, time-himited exceptions in whole or in part
from obligations under this Agreement. 'When considering such requests
the Committee shaîl take into account the special problems, in the field of
preparation and application of technical regulations, standards, test meth-
ods and certification systemns and the special development and trade needs
of the developing country, as well as its stage of technological develop-
ment, which may hinder its ability to discharge fully its obligations under
this Agreement. The Committee shah! in particular, take into account the
special problems of the least-developed counitries.


