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NATIONAL TERRITORY? CAN SOVEREIGNTY UN THE GRANT OF 

OVERFLIGHTS BE SEPARATED FOM THE GRANT OF LANDING RIGHTS? 

ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS ARE NEITHER OBVIOUS OR YET CLEAR. 

IF ONE ASSUMES THAT SOVEREIGNTY RESTS WITH EACH MEMBER STATE 

BUT IS EXERCISED COLLECTIVELY BY THE COMMUNITY, DOES THAT 

MEAN THAT THE COMMUNITY AS SUCH IS THE CONTRACTING PARTY? 

DOES THIS THEN MEAN THAT THERE IS A COMMON AIR SPACE FOR 

PURPOSES OF NEGOTIATION WITH THIRD COUNTRIES? IF SO, LET US 

CONSIDER THE IMPLICATIONS FOR THE KEY PROVISIONS OF A 

BILATERAL AGREEMENT. How DO WE RECONCILE THE OBLIGATIONS OF 

MEMBER STATES UNDER CURRENT BILATERAL AGREEMENTS WITH THE 

PROSPECTIVE MEASURES UNDER AN EC COMMON AIR TRANSPORT POLICY 

AND COMMON OR UNIFIED AIR TRANSPORT MARKET? THERE ARE MANY 

QUESTIONS  BUT FEW CLEAR ANSWERS, LET ALONE SOLUTIONS. 

GRANT OF RIGHTS:  THE RIGHT TO FLY WITHOUT LANDING ACROSS 

ITS TERRITORY ,  WE WOULD ASSUME n ITS TERRITORY" COVERS THE 

COMBINED AREA OF THE TWELVE MEMBER STATES. BUT WHO GRANTS 

THESE RIGHTS ( .AND WHO CAN SUSPEND OR REVOKE THEM)? IS THE 

AUTHORITY VESTED IN THE COMMUNITY AND DELEGATED TO THE 

• 

• 


