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Crise de crédibilité
The Con ference on Disarmament
(CD) is the "sin gle mu/ti/ateral disar-
marnent negotiating forum" of the
international community. Constîtuted
in its present form in 1978, it meets
in Geneva and has a unique relation-
ship with the United Nations. It is
flot a subsidlary body of the General
Assembly and de fines its own ru/es
of procedure and develops its own
agenda, taking into account the
recommendations made by the
General Assemb/y.

The folo wing are excerpts frorn the
statement by Mr. Fred BId,
Assistant Deputy Minister for Poiti-
cal and International Security Affairs,
Department of External Affairs,
before the Con ference on Disarma-
ment, June 20, 1989, Gene va.

"Mr. President. lb is time we took stock
of the multilateral arms controt and disar-
marnent process. Il seems 10 me that
vwo maii hip qnnrnqr.hinn ;i rrL.qp de

Mr. Fred Bild, Assistant Deputy Mînister,
Political and International Security
Affairs, Department of Externat Affairs.
agreement at large, highly publicized
meetings begin to call the effort ltself
lrtto question? The pauclty of results at
most recent meetings of the United
Nations Disarmament Commission, in
the wake of the dlsappolnting outcome
of IJNSSOD 111, cannot help but feed the
publlc's scepticlsm as to the value of
these meetings.

Against this, we have wltnessed the
gratlfying thaw in East-West relations.
Thp qiunernower relatlonshiD seems well

negotiations with Warsaw Treaty Organi-
zation (WPO) member states gives one
hope that disarmament is flot the pre-
serve of only the utopian and the ideal-
ist. What we are seeing is the effort of
the pragmatist to translate noble aspira-
tions into reality. It is the pragmatiSt who
sees the pay-off in disarmament, flot just
in its promised economic benefits but
also in a heightenied sense of securlty -
mutual security- The relevance of these
comments to the present meeting,
Mr. President, is that we are watching in
Vienna an unfolding of a multilateral
arrns control and disarmament process
which promises to refute those who
argue that only in bilateral arrangements
can a country work out a satisfactory
securlty relationship wlth a potential
adversary.

We must also recognize, however, that
the quest for disarmament should not be
100 far in advance of what relevant politi-
cal conditions can sustain. Until those
conditions are deait wlth, until, that is,
determination is shown by ail parties
lnvolved to bring their mutual under-
standing and politicat accommodation to
a level where practical steps toward
arms control or actual disarmament can
talce place, our sights must be lowered
somewhat 10 the level of conficience-
building. It is still pertinent to recall the
famillar observation that one must leamn
10 walk before one can begin to run.

The achievement of the Stockholm
Conference provlded a salutary lesson in
this regard. The accord reaohed in
September 1986 on confidence- and
security-building measuires in Europe


