APPENDIX XXX

MEASURES TO ECONOMIZE THE TIME OF THE ASSEMBLY

A. Canadian Letter, September 24, 1946

Ottawa, 24 September, 1946
Sir,
_ quest that the following item be included in
the Agenda of the Second Part of the First Session of the General Assembly;
«Measures to economize the time of the General Assembly”.

2. The large number of international conferences which are being
held makes it difficult for states to provide adequate representation ab
each conference. This difficulty is inereased if the conferences last for a
long time. Moreover, unduly protracted international conferences diminish
the prestige of the international organizations which are responsible for

calling them.

1. I have the honour to re

3. During the present period, when new international organizations are
being formed, it is difficult to reduce the number of conferences which must
be held. It is therefore all the more important to ensure that the various
conferences accomplish their tasks as expeditiously as possible. The
General Assembly of the United Nations should set an example to all other

conferences by the efficient and expeditious conduct of its business.
4. Tt is of paramount importance that the time of representatives in
ized to the greatest possible extent. The

the General Assembly be economi { : :
General Assembly can be successful in carrying out its important tasks

only if delegations include Ministers responsible for the formulating and
ances of these Ministers being able to be

carrying out of policy. The ch ;
present during the whole period of a session of the General Assembly will
be greater if the sessions are not unduly prolonged.

5. The Canadian Delegation will therefore propose under_this item
as early as possible in 1its

of the agenda that the General Assembly, ;
proceedings, elect an ad hoc committee of about fifteen states to consider
and make recommendations to the General Assembly on measures it might

adopt to economize its time.
6. Tt is the hope of the Canadian Government that all the members
le, by the time this committee is set up,

of the General Assembly will be ab ) : 2 ,
to make specific suggestions to the committee. The following six specific
to the Canadian Government:—

suggestions have occurred i
(a) Each speaker in the opening debate I plenary session on the
Secretary-General’s Report might be limited to ten minutes With

the right to have his remarks extended in the verbatim record.
b) A report of a Main Committee to the General Assembly should
o not bpe debated unless one-third of the members of the Committee

request a debate.
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