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The Supreme Court of Prince Edward Island
100 Years Ago.-I.

O F the administration and enforcement of the Law in
Prince IEdward Island, up to the year i8oi, there

appears to be no officiai record.- But there cati be no doubt
that offences against the statutes provided for the welfare
and peace of the colony were punished with Draconian
severity. There is evidence-both of tradition and, in
some instances, written testimony - that the stocks and the
pillory were often occupied and that a gibbet was, on
frequent occasions the way of exrit frouta this mortal and
Iaw-bound existence for criminals whose offences would
nowad 'ays seem te us pitiably trivial to deserve such punish-
ment as dleath.

Coinpare the recent pardoniug of a murderer, sentenced
to death hy the Chief justice of our Supremtt Court, wîth
the pun'ishin)enlts inflicied iu those old days, and it wiIl be
confessed, that timies have chauged. Ves, indeed, those
days were different. Criniluials were not then feasted
aud presenlted with flowers and petitiou.ed for as if they
wvere popular heroes, For stealing a sheep mien were in
sorte cases huuitg: and ini a formner volume of this magazine
a story was, told, bY N[r, L. W. Watson, whicb vividlv des-
cribed the severity with which mninor offences against the
law were 'puulishied at the tiime of whichi we write.

,Sorte idea of the punlishuietits thonght adequate to fit
the crime inay be gained by readiug the extracts fromt the
old records to appear in future issuies. Their publication in
the P. E. ISLAND MAGAZIN, lias been madle possible throuigh
the kîindniess of Johin A, Longworth, Esq., IProthouotary of


