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also that the boxes were leaking and the fluid frox. th

boxes had leaked and was stili leaking down through th

bottoin of the car-4 or 5 of the boxes being oUt of place

The boxes were righted, but no pains taken to wash the flo.

or the axIes, boisters. or running gear of the car. The bu

rel of oil and iron pipe were taken out of the car, and 5 o

6 pieces of frc.ight were put in. The car was pIaced flPxt t

the engine, and, after being moved about for a time. th

cracking noises continuing ioudly, a terrible explosioni too

place. killing two meni on the spot, and more or less serioual

injuring about 40 others.

Some of the expert evidence tends to shew that, had tb

boxes been so loaded that they could not get out of poelitio.

and so that no other freight could strikc them, there woul

not have been se niuch danger. No care seeius t»o have 'be

taken by the conipany to see to it that those ini charge <

this high explosive knew how to deal with it--no one w

sent with the ýhipment to attend to it; but thils f earfid1r

dangerous substance was shipped w6th no more care ar

precaution than a carload of potatoes. It mkes one's blo(

run cold to consider the history of this car-an ordinary oe

leaky, leaded partly wlth dynamite and partly with oth

freight, shunted iuto the yard at St. Thomas, left ther. à

uight, taken the next, day te Essex, shunted there in ti

alternoori, and after stayiflg there a day and a hall shiuzit

backwards and forwards wîth detonatiens like pistol sb1otê

and no one taking the slightest care.

It îs truc that there were placards shcwing that thie c

was laden with higli explosives, and that is the reason appî

ently why theBoard of Railway Commissioflers deeiixi.d

allow a prosecution under the Railway Act. llad it net 'bc

for this refusai, I ehould have thought that so to placard

ordinary freight car would not be sufficient to make sueb

car " designated for the purpose " as required by the Railu

Act. It xnay be well to say a word or two as7 to tha right

railway companies, under circuxuatances like the pbresent.-

see how far the defendants were called upon to act as tI

did. At the comnion. Iaw it is clear that no carrier coi

'be compelled ton carry such goods as these, danigerous in th

mature. Commiron carriers> " are not bound te receive dang

ous articles sucb as nitroglycerifle, dynamite, etc,.:" « Cya

Vol. 6, p. 372 B; 3 Wood's Iùtilway Law. sec. 426; 1*utch

son en Carriers, sec. 113; California Powder Works, v.


