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largest in tlîe world, and the work was therefore quite 'in-
fanîiliar to both engTineers and contractors. As a cons-ý
quenc, plans were frequently changcd, iinuch extra work V;,ms
found to be necessary, and prices wý,re seerl urns rv
býy the Crow n. TIhe extent of these hagsw iii be evidetnt
froni the fact that white the original contract price was about
$27,000P, the total ainount eveintually paid to the ota
tors (exclusive of a claini for about $40,000, whichi is still
pending), was $65i5,893.42. The fir'.t rev isions of price,
were obta.ined in May, Aitgust, ani Septeinber, 1900)(. Ili
the negotiations leading up to theni the defentiants; were rt-
presented by Mr. A. W. Fraser, K.L, and Mr. J. T. Lewis.
but after the revisions were granted these gentlemnen éeasê'
to have any connection with the matter. Further difrereneý.
arose as, to extras andl as to prices, ani Mr. N. A. Belcourt,
K .C., ani later Mr. 0. H1. Watson, K.C., were retaine(_d byý
defendants to press their views on the governnent. A s 'a
restit of tliese representations tlhe Departinent of Raijwaý-,
and Canais cotisented in Septeinber, 1901, to a refcreno(.e
of the inatters in dispute to 3 engineers for inqiryý and re
port. This agreement was einbodied in two doelumienits, an.l
relatin1g to concrete prices only, whcreby the Minlister o!

Jalavs ad Cianals undertook to suhmnit. the finingair, for
the cosdrtinof the Governor ini counceil, and thie other
relating to the baliance of the disputed items, whbereby til,
cliief enginieer of the departinent undertook to em11body\ the
findings in :In estirnate. In neither eiase mas the( awa rd tu
lie binding on the Crown). Tlhle amnnt paid upi ta tii
fiie or shortly afterwards on the basis o>f the oldfiue wa,
$,120,754.863, and the arnount elaîied by the contrtor,
before the board o! engineers was $420,837.37. The rec(oinj-
iendat ions o! thte board, as event-ually figured out, iineanlt an
allowance to the' contractors of $31,856~ for an(]t,
$162,186.41 for other work, but o! this latter sumii it 's ai
that about $35,OO0 would have been payable in anv vent
The board further recoînniended the paynient b) vb g1ovr.
nient of interest and costs, though these motters were, il, jj
way referred to thoin. The inquiry by the( h)oaird was of ;11
informai nature, and neithier party was r1p).\te bCotin-.
ý< 1. the cneiof o! csrs.lelirt a11m1 WXVutson Nith the'
iatter havinig p)ractically cesdon the obt;iingi, of the, two,

îîgrevniîents of reference. Viter the' arbitrators had cornle to,
a deejison, plaintîffs ivere retainedl to t1prvs bcprpr
ation of their awarçl, w'hih is dated I 8th Ja, 902 an4,


