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soif, bright day, the fields and his lay turned to the sky as if every
leaf and blade of grass were nerves, bared to the touch of the sun
I almost feit the ground warm under my feet. The meadows
waved and glittered, the lights and shadows were exquisite, and
the distant bills seemed only to remove the horizon furtber away.
As we strolled along, picking wild flowers, tor it was sommer, Tit-
bottom suddenly exclaimed :

"Thank God! I 1 wn this landscape."
"You !" returned 1.
"Certainly," said be.
Why," 1 answered, 1'I thought this was part of Bourne's prop-

erty ?"

Týtbottomi smiled.
" Does Boumne own the sun and sky ? Does Boumne own that

sailing sbadow yonder ? Does Boumne own the golden ]ustre ot
the grain, or the motion of the wood, or those ghosts of his, that
glide pallid along the horizon ? Boumne owos the dirt and fences
I own the beauty that makes the landscape."

That was very true. I respected Titbottom more than ever-

This was a marvellous book-keeper of more than sixty !-From
I>rue and Z, by GEORGE XVLLLIAAM CURTIS.

ACOUSTICS 0F CONVOCATION HALL.

To the Editor ofthe VARSITY

SIR :-In view of the large expenditure whicb as usual will be

made this y( ar for a musical entertaifiment at our annual conver-
sazione, I think something should be done towards improving the
acoustic propcrties of Convocation Hall, in order that our labor and
money may lead ta a satisfactory result. As it is at present, a
musical or literary programme nearly amounts to a farce, awing to
the echoes from the many peaks and corners. I shouîd like to
draw the attention of the Conversazione Committee ta the fallow-
ing plan for improvement in this respect. I owe my information to
a distînguished graduate in mathemnatics, who informs me that flot
only is the scheme borne out in theory, but it bas been tried with
perfect success. AIl that is necessary is to drape the upper end
of the hall in the form of a paraboloid of revolution, having its focus
in the centre of the platform, and its axis a straight line irom this
point ta the centre of the hall ;the latus rectum of the generating
curve being chosen with a view to appeararces only. By a well-
known property o< this surface, aIl sounds incident from the focus
(singer or speakcr) would be reflected parallel to the axis, thus
obviating tbe possibility of an echo. It is confidently asserted that
if this were done the slightest kwhisper on the platform would be
distinctly heard in tbe gallery.

1 do not speak of the details. Tbey could nat cause any diffi-
culty. The draping need not be unsightly. A littie care would
render it artistic. Nor need the expense be large. Perbaps the
Mathematical and Physical Society migbt take this up, and show
the triumph of science when) applied ta art.

GORDON WALDRON.

THE CANADIAN WINTER.

To the Edi/or of thle VARSITY:

SiR,-In a late number of the Brooklyn Eag/e the gifted writer
who lectured in this city last week recounts bis recent experiences
in Toronto with ail the clever Burdettesque humnor peculiar to him-
self. While we thoroughly enjoy what he says, I think that
Canadians sbould begin ta pratest against being spoken of aiways
as shivering dwellers in the frozen North. I have, until flow, be-
lie' cd that Mark Twain is, as he proudly boasts hixnself ta be, the
greatest of liars ; but wben Burdette says that he was the only man

in Ontario without a fur cap, fur overcoat and fur boots, 1 begifi to'

have faith in him taa, for 1 can solemnly assure you, sir, that Il'
the night of the lecture 1 had no more fur about me than a brifldlC,
cat brings borne with ber after a hard-fougbt night-long battîe On2
the waod-sbed.

With regard ta toboganning, on which Burdette expatiates 9t

great length, 1 beg to submit that it bas no more dlaim to be con"
sidered tbe peculiar national spart of Canadians, than draw Poker
bas ;personally, 1 prefer poker, in my hours of ease, ta h7Zn

down tbe toboggan slide. Mareover, 1 wisb ta remark that, otitside

the litbographs which go with the holiday numbers of aur enterPris«
ing jaurnals, the Canadian girl, so far as 1 bave observed, is 120t

avermuch given to arranging berseif, in the barbaric grandeur Of,
Hudson Bay blarnkets and snowsboes; nar, uniess, of course, there

is same one by ta admire the " effect," is she fond of posir1g 0" a
hilI-side, a flusbed beauty in the midst of a blinding 5s 0o.stOrn"
witb toboggans in the back-ground.

It is an unfortunate peculiarity of the Canadian winter that 01,

the caming of a literary mani, note-book in band, it puts itself about

ta gîive bîm due welcome witb a byperborean tornado of snaw and
bail. We trust that Bob Burdette wilI visit again these " desolate
regians of thick-ribbed ice." Let bim came une»xpectedly alld

without bis note-book ; s0 timing bis flight from tbe eyry Of the
Brooklyn Eagle as ta reacb Toronto in July or August. Hie Will

wish devoutly that it did flot offend against tbe prophesies ta strut
around like that blamneless Ethiopian wbose apparel was mnade a'P

of a bigli bat and tbe pair of gaiters wbicb a goad and zealoOs ris,

sianary had given bim for learning ta repeat the Lord's prayer.

THE CONVERSAZIONE. AMRC.

To thle Editor of thle VARSITY:

The only circumstance wbicb bas hitherto detracted from the
complete success of aur Conversazianes is the excessive greatlle's
of the number af persans in attendance. 0f caurse I sPiCak of
excessive greatness in a relative sense, referring ta the extent Of the~
accommodation whicb we can affer aur guests. In Convocationl
Hall the crawd is sa dense that it becames pasitively disagreeable

ta thase who are fortunate or unfortunate enaugli ta gain adnit'
tance ta that part of the building at ail. For I suppose that fully
one-faurtb of those xvbo attend the Conversazione are crawded 0 iit

af the hall entirely, and bear nothing of eitber of the two concerte
there. Ail this is a very serious drawback an the character Of OUr

great annual entertain ment, and it is a matter whicb is warthy 0
the earnest consideration of the cammittee. May I be pernmitted

ta suggest that the evil can be prevented in future witbout ""
financial loss ta the Society-if the compîimentary list be thOr'

oughly revised and very much abbreviatcd. 1 can see nlo reasol
for treating the general aristocratic public ta a free entertainnll t

at the cost of great discamfort ta aur intimate friends. As an 01d
member of tbe Society I pratest agaînst sucb an absurd and irr'
tional custom.

Here is another matter. I think tbat those members Of the~

committee wbo advacate a recognition at aur ConversaziaflCo fthe
dlaims of Canadian talent, are ta be commended. I differ Ctrl
from the statement of Mr. Hodgins, that the only objection that l0

been raised ta foreign singers was on the ground of expefis 0

is flot it at ail. Tbe great objection is ta this provincial habit o
running off ta some fareign land for bepuffed and over-advre

performers, wbile we lack the seif-reliance and discrimiflatiafite

seek out and appreciate the talent of aur own country. It is I
aid stary of a prophet and bis country ; but it is ta be hoPeLet 3t

in aur nwDominion we shaîl soon otrwthat puerilitY. dist U0.
cultivate a little more nainlself-respect. Sa long as wCfe sto
and belittle ourselves in this way we cannot expect aXly difcen
treatment from other nations. sIrliA.

Jan. 30, 1?MTHE VARSITY.


