
el)JOY the sweets of a summer vacation. Othier contributious
to the eanie number, from iProfessor Wright, are :-(I) IlOn the cu-

in0U Aen.e-organs of fishes ;" (2) "lOn the fate of the spiracular
efiAMia and Lepidosteus," and (3) "lOn the auditory organ of

*YPOPhthalmus." It wiil thus be seeu that the Professer of Bliology
cOnttibutes in ne small degree to the woi-k of maintaining and ex-
t""ding the reputation of our University and College in the scientific

fworl.u The para site, which is the subject of the leading paper, was
uethe gi-tubes of the clam, and is about J inch in length.OT3'alitY Of its discovery is Little Métis, Que., whenee cornes its

w li~eame. fI will be known as IlMyicola Metisiensis, Ramsay
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Po theATTENDANCE AT LECTURES.
Z'te diior &J THE 'VARSITY.

MSITh qestion you start in last week's 'VARSITY is one of the
~tio p.rta in the whl~oe range of universîty topics. The assump-

educati yeou approve-that participation in College life is itself an
t0  -I erlies ail the efforts that have been made by universities

8 c el attendance at lectures. But something more than this as-
,w e ee if it were universaily true, would be needed te justify a~tererig with the stiidents' freedom.

efil Yeats ago the Senate passed a statute making attendance at an
theed cOllege absoluteîy coînpulsory during at least one of the last

ldaryt rpeaI this eflactment. At crnt the regulation makes attend-
Il ollege necessary, except when a special dispensation is granted

neye Snt. The principal effeet of this rule, as dispensations are
Tetrefused whcn aplausible reason is urged, is te put the undergrad-

en 0Wat te read privateîy te the trouble -of memorializing the
with hi h Senate te the trouble ofmaking a pretence of dealingthese ls application. I do net suppose any of the pleas put forward in
r4t Canases are Iltrumnped up," but if they were the Senate has ne

ses ofscertainmng the fact ; te do that body justice it has tee much
tatý O eter into this line of investigation. I am net without hope

tepeaOeVr argurnt~ to the contrary notwithstanding, it will before long
th ihvn the presn regulation, and welcome aIl te its examinations
tt e can pass them, whether they have had an academical

4tud Ou ad mit that some lectures are net worth attending, and ail
grdnsWill agree with you in this position. To compel an under-?uate to pay for what is of no value is bad enough; to make him

ii th~ eY aPPear a certain number of times each session in the class roomSt0.ted helght of abs rdty. In one prominent Anierican College it is
vers in te ns mnnut pay thrat ail woititend taking the Uni-

theItyExnliatons11ustpa thirlecture fees, but those who payOraisi refkY told that attendance is purely optional. As a means&ted9revenue this plan may serve a useful purpose ; if there is good
wt nce 'n the classes it is probably due te the excellence of theVeS8 tl and n0 t te the facet that the fées have been exacted. In Uni-0I t oee) atn under the present regulation, the students who are

SSui thten lectures far from regularly. What would be the con-Sentence iftCollege Council were te report the delinquents te the~n~l ask the latter body to refuse themn the privileges of the

btîidesýr r te ways in which men cao acquire a iiueral educationof a t Mlingling with students and listening te lectures. Take the case
YteaL. , )who, in addition te proflting by social intercourse, learns

t4oe valuaandtha m books. A good treatise on any subject is far
Vatdedbl thn an inferior course of lectures, and the discipline'ere Y even the best lectures is very defective unless they areol, erent by a course of reading. Lt is especially desirable in a

iekc Ours te allow'ambitious scholars the utmost freedom in this
tiiWe should not strive ai ter uniformity Se much as after robust
grn aea a quamty of our graduates; and one who, while engagedlit asng reads the University Arts Curriculum for examina-

a'td quth askely todo hms AIma Mater credit as another who bastth~ Q tth xe of friends from the lowest class in the public
aY Of b-0use fIaniversity year without a single break in the continu-

tàrQ arp'h 'nthe last 'VARSITY you remark quite correctly that
ý4'evI b Se, Who, if 1 arn net mistaken, has at the early age ofIV eehl aPpolnted te a distinguished university chair, had notge, or disadvantage, et a university training. He had a veryt

i god ubtitte hoevr, s h ws aponte, t the age of ihen
assstat lbraianoftheBriishMusum.Prf. Huxley had in his
specal ne e uiveritytranin in he rdiarysense of the terri, his

only collegecourse being one in medicine. Prof. Tyndall graduated
from the Ordnance Survey, and had becomne known as an original in-
vestigator belore, at the age of twenty-eight, he spent some time at a
German University. Under a regulation making attendance at lectures
compulsory, Toronto University would be powerless te admit even a
Gosse, a Huxley or a Tyndall to her examinations, and 1 amn reluctant
to believe that we have amongst us none of the material of which such
eminent men are made. It may be said that now they have only to
ask in order to get a dispensation. True enough, but 1 object to com-
pelling them to prefer such a request. 1 would rather make them ail
welcome and take them on their own recognizances.

This matter becomes specially important in view of a possible federa-
tien of Colleges. Besides admitting to the examinations in the Univer-
sity those who attend no lectures at ail, we should admit men who may
prefer to take a course of lectures in one subject in one college and in
another subject in another college. This would leave students free to
take those lectures which they deem most advantageous to themselves,
and of this they are the best judges. Such an arrangement would,
moreover, tend to prevent stagnation in any one of the Colleges by
placing them in close competition with each other in every departmcnt
of the curriculum. Stagnation has been the banc of Toronto University
and University College in the past, and until the lectures are ail exactly
what they should be it is vain to talk of compulsory attendance, even if
compulsion were flot on general principles objectionable.

Toronto, Feb. 23. Wm. HOUSTON.

To the Editor Of THE 'VARSITV.
I do not like your view in re attendance at College, simiply hecause

1 do not see how any body of examiners are able to decide to what ex-
tent a B. A. candidate bas proflted by mixing with others. Moreover,
is it not true that many students who are in attendance might as well be
in the Sandwich Islands as in Toronto, seeing that they neyer mîngle
with their feliows ? Still further, I would ask, are the associations of
some of the sets of students-such as the secret society of University
College-of a character to liberalize the brethren ?

Yours truly, M. A.
[We fully recognize the difflculty stated in the first sentence. But we

maintain that the very excellence and essence of ail true education is of
such a nature that it cannot be accurately tested by examinations. No
University would admit that the mere ability to answer the questions of
its examiners is a sufficient qualification for a degree. Degrees are
granted on the supposition that in acquiring the knowledge brought out
by examinations the candidate also received the mental training which
is education.-EDITOR.]

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE TEMPERANCE LEAGUE
vs. THE "WEEK."

77o thle Editor ofJTHE 'VARSITv.

SIR,-The attitude of the Week to the Temperance questison is well
known. It bas made its mind up that the moderate use of wine and
beer is not only not a cause of harm to the human race, but a decided
advantage. In order to strengthen this position it is very fond of saying
that in the wine-drinking and beer-drinking countiies drunkenness is
unknown. For example, in its issue of Feb. i 9th, we flnd the following :
"lThe notion that the moderate use of light wines or beer must lead to
excess, or to the use of stronger liquors, is confuted by the experience
of tens of millions in the wine-growing countries, and in the countries
where wholesome beer is the regular drink. XVhen a man asserts that
drunkenness is prevalent in the wine-growing countries he only shows
that he can neyer have seen them."

I would ask the 14eek if it reckons England among the beer-drink-
.ng countries. It has always been considered one of them, and there
can be no doubt that drunkenness is very prevalent there. Is France
a wine-drinking country ? Drunkenness is sufflciently prevalent there,
to cause the people to orzanize societies such as the Association Fran-
fai .se contre l'abus des Boissons Alcooliques, to cause the Académie de
Mfédecine to pubiish an Avis sur les dangers qu'entraîne l'abus deà Bois-
sons Alcooliques and to cause the Chambre des Députés on the third of
F'ebruary, 18 73, to pass a law contre l'ivresse publique. And with regard
to Germany, which is both a wine-drinking and a beer-drinking country,
the following news item from the daily press of the 2 ist inst. is much more
conclusive than the continuai dogmatism of the Week on the question :

IlSomething more than a year ago there was formed in the city of Kasseli
a German society te suppress the abuse of intoxicating liquors. The distin-
ghished Prof. Nasse, of Bonn, was made ils President, and Dr. Lammers, a
weIi.known humanitarian of Bremen, wbio had already written valuable
treatises on the cvils of th liquor trafflc, became actively identified with it.
Already branch secieties have been forned in many places, and it is hoped
bhat the whole German Empire will, before long, recognize the importancq


