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i the reoom. The forin was that of a woucan, clad
in elegaut ganenents tbat wera dripping witli ses-
water and seiled with sand. Her face ivas pale
with the palier of daath, hier bain hung Iauk sud
wca upon ber sbouldars. Lookiug steadfastly at
Evil.Eye, whose bieed seemed te congeal beforehler
awasoine gaze, site lield up her lef t baud, and pointed
at it witli lier right. The third finger was missiug!
-it bad beeu roughly hscked off close to the palm,
and the blood seemed still te be dropping frein the
ghastly stump !

Whather hie would or ne, Evil-Eye liad te look,
and fer a mentent shte held hîju spell.bound with bis
eye fasteuad upon thîs gruasome token of bis bru-
tality. Then letting lier anaimed band faîl te lier
side site turned sud pointed te the bunk wbere Eric
îay sleeping beside Ben in sound unconscieusuese.
Her face took on a threatening look, lier lips meved,
though ne werds wera audible, sud Evil.Eye, whose
wits seemed preternaturally sharpened, understood
at once ber meaning, fer hae welI knewv how close
ivas tbe relation between the weïnan wbose body
hae bad despoiled, sud tbe boy Ben bad saved freont
hie murdarous clutch..

As thce spectre stood befere hlm thust with ocft-
stretched hand and meuacing loek, the speli. that
locked hie lips wvss broken, and slirieking eut the
words that have already beau racorded, lie knew no
nie until at broad dayligbt lic found himeelf lying
weak and miserable in bis bunik.

Wintar on Sable Island is net like winten on the
mainland. The nearer presence ef tbe Gulf Streami
preveute any long centinuance ef celd. The snew
cornes in violent storms, aud fille the valleys 'witb
drifts which soon vanish again. Tliera is more rain
and fog titan suew, aven in cuid-wintar, aud the
berds of wild, shsggy, sbarp-boued ponies that have
scampered froin end te end of the Island for two
cenLuries past, have ne difficulty in finding planty
of nutritious fodder in the grass and vetches that
gnow rankly in every sheltered spot.

Thase penies were a great blessing te Erie. But
for them and the rabbits, wvhich were aven more
nunierous, the winter, weary and dreary as it wus,
would bava been utterly intolerable. But as long
as it %~as fit te be eut of door8 at ail, hae had a con-
stant source of amusement ini tbase crcatures.

The wreckers lîad captured a score or more of the
ponias, aud having broken theni ini after some sort
of fashion, for tbîs strangely.assorted group had in
iL men wheo were familhsr with the haîf-fishermen,
haîf-farmer 111e common te the Nova Scotian cost,
kept thein near tbe but in a large corral made with
the dnift-wood that came se abundantiy te hand.
Now if there ivas ene manly accomplisliment upon
whicb Erie pridad himzelf more than another it was
hie borsemansbip. He had ridden te beundseat
Oakdene evar since ha was twelve years of age, sud
there was not a lad in the country with a firmer
seat in the saddle, or a more masterful toucli of the
reins. The saddies and bnidles at Sable Island were
of the rudest description, and the ponias tbemselvas
about as wicked sud vicieus as animais of their size
ceuld hae. But Enic was net daunted in the laet.
With Ban's assistance a pony would be cauglit and
ssddled, and then off hae Nvould galop with Prince
barking aud bounding aloug heside hum.

Often Ben weuld keep bim cempany, for thora
wss an oid black stailion that was equal te the task
of bearing his big frame, and than Enie really feit
happy. The hated abode ef the wreckers would lie
lef t far behind, end witli the keen, 'wintry air malt-
i.ng bis cheek8e tingle, aud bninging eut tîcein rôses
brighitly, hoe wouid scamper off at feul speed for
mile after mile whule Ben lumbared &long -more*

elowiy in the rear. Then, bslting for hie friand te
overtaka him, the two would canter along quiatly,
ainusing theenselves by startliug the rabbits in their
burrows, or distunbing berde of ponies grazing in
the grasey delîs.

On othar days they wouid take their guns, and
wagc ivar against the rabbits. Thon was Prince in
lis glory. Had ha beau born a grey-hound instead
of s mitatiff, hae could net have entered more baartily
into the sport. Te hae sure hie wae upen the wvhoee
rather moue of a hindrance than a haelp, but ne sus-
picion of this dasliad bis hrigbt spirit, sud Eric
would net for the wvenld, have hintedit te him. Hie
chief use!ulness lay ini retrieving, for hae had beau
diligently taugbt te fotch aud carry, and sooti
learned te apply this accomplishmnt te the victime
of the hunters' muekets. The rabbits wvere net
killed in the mare wantonness of sport. Thera was
alwaye su activa demand for thein at the but where
their succuleut flashi made a weicome addition te the
daily pot.

But the ponias sud the rabbits wera net the only
objecte of inteneet. The common barber ceai was
at the islaud hefora lim, and in January the Green-
laud seal came iu great liarde te hring forth, later
on, its fuuny littia wbeips wvhiah seemed s0 like
amphibious puppies. Enae was se taken witli the
sesis that lie was net content until ho had oe for
a pet. Ben accomplislied thie for him, creeping
carefully upen the pack eue day, aud graspiug s
fine fellew about a yean old by the Lail before lie
aould maka bis escape. Aftar a couple of weeks'
confinement in a pan, sud constant attention, the
captiva became se tboroughly roconcilad te hie uew
mode of lifa that lie wse> allowed bis liberty, sud
slîewed ne disposition te rien away, evincing great
fonduese fer Erie, wbo taught him quite a number
of amusiug tricka.

Se long as Ltae waatber was fine, therefore, Enie
had many autidotes againet deprassion of spirits,
but the proportion of fine weathen te foui on Sable
Island is very amati. For a weak at a time the sun
would ha invisible, aud eterne that iastad for days
were of frequant occurrence. Fortunately there
was a resource at baud for stormy waather aise.
Amoug the 3poils of the Francis was a leatber-cov-
ared box se bsndsomely made that ene cf the
wreckars, supposing that it contained something
valuable, brouglit it shie te be epened at, bis*
laisure. Wheu hie did break it open hae wae much
disgusted te find that it contsined nothiug but
books. aud flung iL frem liai with an cath, saying
that hae Ilhad ne book-larnin! and what's more didn't
waut noue. "

Eria afterwards picked it up sud wae delighted
te diqcover tliat the contents wene s complote set of
Shakespeare in beautiful binding aud perfect pre.
sarvatien. Ha stowed the box carefully away at
the hack of his batnk, aud Lbenceforth wbenever
compelled te stay in deors, was neyer without a
volume ici bis bands, roading those marvelIeus
tragedias, comadias, snd pein with inexhaustible
reliait. Ha aven geL Bau interested, sud raad many
of the plays aloud te lin, the wrecker taking es-
peciai plessura ici thoea that were full of wsre sud
fierce conflicte.

But despite ail this alleviations of hie lot, Erie
was fan troin being happy or content. Hie oe
thouglit was delivarance frem hie strange position,*
sud lie could net diaguise from. himsalf hew deeply
shrouded ini uncentainty wae hie future. Ha had
ne doubt that Beu weuid do bis hast for hlm, but
wlîila Beu's protection availad w.-ll enougli se long
as hae nemainad upon the ieland, iL would bae a dif-
faent m&àtter with regard te hie leaving the place,

for then net only Evil-Eye, but ail the other wrcck'.
ers, would undoubtedly in their own interest seto
it that ini soine way there was ne fear of his becom.
ing an informer, and bringing the.strong hand of
the law down upon thein.

They often spoke of going te Boston, and Erie
gatliered froin their conversation that with the
coming of spring they looked -for the advent (4fa
schooner sent out by confederate8 at that port to
taire themselves and their booty ashoro. This
schoonter ivas the supreine objeet of Eric's hopes. In
it liesaw his best, if nlot hie only hope, of deliveratice,
and many an evening when hie seemed te be dceeply
immersed in Shakespeare, was lie, in realhty, with
strained aars and throbbing pulses, listening to the
wreckers diecussing their plans for t~he future. Tai
hie brames as lie might, lie could invent ne schente
that seemed in the les.st degree feasible. More thatn
once lie tried te talk with Ben about the matter,
but whether Beahad no clearly defined plan himeif,
and did nlot wish te confess it, or whetber hie thought
it best nlot te excite hopes wbich perbape miglit be
impossible of fulfihenent, at ail events hae eteadfastly
refused te lie drawn into conversation on the sub.
ject, giving bis eager questioner ne further censo.
lation than ivas implied in the words :

Il We'll see, my lad, we'll sea. F'il stand by ye,
never fear," and with this Erie was fain te ba con.
tent, and bide his time.

It must net be supposad that life paseed peace.
fully in the wreckers' hut on Sable Island. This
could bardly be wlien se many men who faared
neither God nor mnu, were gathared tegether in a
place wliere the law hsd ne power. Net only were
many ef thern men of fiance and unnestrainad pas-
siens, but drinking and gamblîng were carried on
to an extant-that could net faîl te be productive of
biekerings snd stnrife. Again and again dîd violent
quarrels take place in wbich the flash of steel, and
click of pistol spoke peril te buinan lifa, but soea
how, slthough more bilan ugly maunds wert oftcn
given, there was ne actual tragedy.

This wss due more te Ben than te any other
causa. As lias been already mentioned, hie bail
carefally abstained frein excess in wine ever since
lie became responsible for the safety ef Eric, and
hie unfailing ceoiness combined with hie enormouis
strength bad beau the means of warding off fatal
cousequences, altliough it seemed at timesas tbough
the floor muet mun with blood, se funieus would lie
the wreckers' conflicts.

They were an ill-assorted crew. The English
portion, who hailed from New England and the
shores of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, were
quick te makoe common cause against the Frenelimen
froin Ohezystceok, Arichat, snd the Bay de Chaleur.
The hut was in fact divided betwveen two factions,
either of whom weuld have been quite ready and
willing, did good epportuniby but present itself, uo
wipe the éther eut of existence, in erder te possees
for theenselves the whole of the beoty that had now
accumulated;

Erie teok the utmost cane te be eut of the wzay
wbenever a figlit became imminent. Indeed, if lie
was net quiok te move, Ben would bie sure te wbispr
ini hie Car :

«'Thara's a row ceming. You'd better cut."
And eut he weuld, net retunning te the hut until

order hsd been restered. Tbis entailed soetimes
long and weary watches onteide in the dsrk sud
oold, but even that was better than being coeped
up in the room 'with men inflamed by drink sud
greed te thé point where a thnuet with a knife or
shet fremt a pistol camne as easily as a blow of the
clenched fist.


