
is te allow tire. usu rpation Of substance l>y 5ladow. of t<
words l>eCOire charged îvitlî thr'ir %virole Irrralitug o11[y wvlî,
xve sec and haudie what they describe andi d 1iscuss. Ar
tirere is fur-ther- reciprocity between tire inuseumn and tI
librtrry \Vhefl the label ivrite- iras more te tell than a lalb
'ives Iiiii space foi, ira cari r-efer bv titie ami nag to t[
boo>k wbere bis story is coritinued te tire end.

It is xvîth regard te this matter of the label that tlinetirecs oif tire mnuseumi are distinctly in advance of these
its neigbibour anti friend, tire public library. Tite curati
lias put se mauch li.-gt and coleur into bis ticket that the (Ir
bettes ef bis cases move and live ; tire librarian still shows
catalogue of mnere ties which tire ordinary reader runs ovE
nruch as ie might a series of tickets in a miuseumi twent
vears ago Great treasures are undoubtedly heaped up i
tire shreives betore irrii, but lie takes tire fact very largel
upon trust. Tire veirrs of gold irere aird thiree are rnixed wit
bow mach dross, witir how muci r Qe neot worth tire ruiniug
Iteside each otirer are tire few genuine books of ail tinte, tir
volumies whicli interpret these a"id bring thin down te datt
in mach greater profusion, the lucre echoes and dilutions o
weigbty writing, together with a preponderant mass of down
rrirtL rubbish. Eacir bock bears nothirrg more or less tiri ts title ; in the unrespecting catalogue ne autlrority is beforr
or after anetirer. Francis Parkurani and a catchpeuuy iris
toricai compiler toucir elbows ;George Eliot arrd Mrs. Southr
worth kiss each ether. 0f course, readers in ciroosing thi'
bock rather tiran that hrave somre reason for their choice.
But is the reasen a good eue ; shouldrr' tirere be ail oppor-
tunity te choose witi only tire best reason possible ? Per.
(crance s'<me fricird liras recemmrended tire chosen volume
but is tire recommendation'inforrred and trustwortry ? or
it may be trat a iaudatory advertisement ias directed tihe
ciroice ; and lrow mucir reliance cati be put on advertise -ments 1 Or, wlrat, eccurs oftenest cf ail lu tire literature cfinstruction, the reader interested. in birds, or African explo -ration, or electricity, takes tire bock rnost recently published,
or wirich bears the name buzzed loudest in the public Car.
But is it always the best bock that iatest leavýes the press,even ru tire realm of travel, or exploration, or science on themnardi? 1s it always tire mnost popular author who best<leserves pcpularity ? One smaii class in the ccmnunitv irasthe good fortune always te have the best reasons in readingand studying its bocks. The voung men and wcmen i carcolleges and universities enjoy manifold advantages cf train-ing,, discipline and culture ; aniorrg ail tliese berrefits one cfthe chief i.s their ecenomy cf timre and attention tbroughi
readrrg ard studying oniy tire best bocks. Tbarrks te tire,g'uidance cf trustwortlry judges tirey cari shun tire output cftire inere rrrechanic cf.tire pen euoe first-hand work cf alutir-ority judiciousiy supplerents another; tire defects and errorscîrargeabie even te tire greatest writers are pointed out, arelwhere a subjeet is brougirt dowu te date iu periodicals, tirel)es t cf these. are indicated. Popular educanion wili receivearr immense impulse wlren guidance cf this kind is renderedthe plain people, net orriy by tire university professcr, but byeverybody ci-sc able arrd wiiling te give it. Tirat g uidarice,should corne, 1 tirink, irr a brief descriptive, critical aund coinparative note, dulv sigrred aird <lated, te be carried witlrirtire bock itself, and aise te foliow tire titie-card irr tire publiclibrary. Thus tire r-eader, lcoking up French keramics,eîrtomology, or taxation, rnight sece the relative values of aL

the ockscf ires sube., ir tire libr-ary as fuilly as if threr(,s4tood rît bis side a ccmparry cf mcei aird wornen of autirority'on pottery, insects, or public finanrce.y
And irere we begin t,- se wirv it is tirat tihe msu

specimien liras long irad its label, wlrjile tire lirr1)c tl
Jacks its note. The label i,, descriptive i)urely ; tihe booknrote uust lie net only descriptive but critical, alld se bianrd justly critical as te ccrrrrîerrd itself to ex'el, iriforîrre y

anrd fuir rrrirrd. By se ilrucir as souird judgmrrierlt excep(issirpeknowvledge is Cte task cf tire literary <'luae.r~<
ditlcuit tirait tirat cf tire labrel Writer. Orne aartgIrow-
e',er, rests witîr tire appraiser cf liter'ature, irhis notes carrserve at once Irunrdreds cf public liliraries arrd tiruarrids Ofiselatemi studerîts J: a lablel-wiiter'4 cincie is iýurjerJ îy Iiisu\V i alls anrd gaI icries.

Inr caxrvaisiimr tis proposai aiji ong lii ra riamîs4 i t has b<objecter] tirat if nrotes cf tire rîuality we seek were to, Ii. hrallthe proper place for thirn ;ouid b)a in bibIiogrîpbrI, <mnriflot on crirds in the librarv catalogue. But if tirey werm

~rr corcale i iiiiiiographries, [ fear tirat few reader,
Mn take tire troulble te find threr tîrere, xvlrercas a reader c00îd
iti irt very well dcdge a note if it stecd before lirni in the cet"'
le logue. Agur praye(l tirýat iris fooed me' bt conveniemrt for

-d rir.; fet us for titis Occasionr Chlrrrg Siaep a l
re so as te hrave Iiîr, say,

Hew oft mie sjý,ht ut rnrears edugol1j-d
le ~~Makeq g<i<iil uils don rre Iog oi lei

Lib)rarty rnachinery as it stands is excellent as miach<r)r ery ; it eaui take cil a uew cîraracter andi a frlesir, usefulfle~
'y wlr its ruleliarisin includes tire best available iudgfllent8 Ofa the stores committed te its keig jdmnsput directlY

~r into the bauds cf tire public, net at se mach as a siflele r
Y move front the youilgest or pocrest pensoîr who entersa e1
n rary dor. tri
y llow, it mnay ire reasonabiy asked, aire we te "et ail'ts

hsugg-ested ciraracterization in tire x-ast and swiýftyeXtendP9
fiel1dI cof literature ? 0f course, lîy pieceltrreal, there is n

e other way. Let but erre depar'tmert cf iristory, Or bie'
grapiry, or applied scienrce, be wortirilv passcd upon, <rid WCO

f shall scon krow wteGier the publie wishies te have cr plans
carried further. Ilistory, periraps, imlight be balcenUP fora
begiîîniug. Ilistorical literature gro ws steadily lu P)PUisr
faveur ; it unites, entertairrment and instruction winaturally and pleasartly introduces the quietions scial, Pol
tical, and economie, wlrich to-day knocked at the door Of the
veriest recluse cf us ail. At first a thousanid tities nrighb
suffice - tire ciroice te rest witir air edtitor -in-liief, havifg A
cor-ps cf assistants, each responsible for a definite Part of the
wlrole, The notes slrouid hrave sucli couciscness as not te
burden tireir cards witir a needless word, while De11
notlring wirich the reader or student slrould be told.

Tire public library bas waited a long tintie fer itS ot
cf guidance; let it wait as mach longer as nray be ,nte get that note lu sensible form, cf the right quiiliY r<
fir.st cf ail with respect te such hîks uml or gyreitý
beist deserve tire golden scales we arc tryinrg te set UP.

Lettelrs tt) theE It)'

late study, Il Tire Province cf Qucbec and tire E%1rlY Athe

pies toc importanît a place iîr Canadiani literary f0

let tis cne pais ettirely witlrrut coirmment. 2y work r,least a serrous andu earmrest effort te coîrtribute tO e he a
dation cf sortie important aird ireglected aspects cf ut ai 
iristory ; I ccnfess, tirerefore, te scme disappci uet ,ab

ir, at Triie WiVEEK liras net subjected it te a -seriou rr
il.For [1 carinot regard as serous treatirent tihe urle Oof a wr'iter wvio says tirat rl deicribe "tire mnilitry retire, Frenchr froin 1750 te tire Capitulationr Of aAhos

1763,'' arrd %vio represetLs as rrry main conrtentioncuro
tirat Iltire (hrverrrrerrt oif tire' day erreil iii givirrg teo801
freedom te tire FrnerCiaiu. t seem lsne fd
ahile ilr arr autirer te ask tiai tihe uritic wi i ac5 o id 0 9'm
place i a reputable journiai sireuld be aid e rit lerrst te t h,
ceai lîrtir too i> Itreýsiirg anl igiroraircel Niti. regrd~ at
fuirdallreitai fa'ts cf tire subject iii questioni andi' to

Inriscon>.<pti<>n cf tire, writei's psto.. the lifli~
Y>u ru e vio'wei, Ire ver , is cau tiow err- 0-IiOugrh ru

tol refrain freont approaciinr facts tee cloeCl <rid abS<'sh)(Crai y tirat [)art of lrry werIk whriclr hio sayq te 001upori tir> seal of pirilos<>piiel inisteiy amnd lreed * mt<hen'il tire Quebw Ai.' 1 wish n iw Iliereiy te POId 00
tirat tireý eritire basis of iris attack is prni's<'i tl<tdtl

whc 1lae Jboured teI sho<w iras i:ino fur, w:u Ail

krow tirte Fow 'îrraîiaisl l'iI;tl t eo t

cred'ibie tirît al.ny 4erinrus crin i' 'mliIreuld irîve w<hillY. a
wr<tice tire fiwt thtt il d r u n ot' mIno 1 thimm îr

* l'uv. King, Jo. i 'n
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