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will le seriously clallenged. Prince Edward Island laving aiready
adopted Manhood Suffrage in local elections, if the other maritime pro-
vinces should follow suit at an early day, which seemns not unlikely, it

would be very difficult for the Dominion Government ta adhere ta, its
cumbersome, complicated, and most expensive Franchise Act.

AmoNo the useful and practical measures passed by the Ontario Legis-
lature two are perhaps worthy of special mention, that limiting the power
of the municipalities in the matter of bonus-givinu, and that providingr
for early closing of places of business and limiting the liaurs of labour of
employees. Both nîcasures as at first introduced were objectionable ; as

intermeddling quite too much with local and personal freedom of action.

As amended in the House and in Coinmittee their provisionsý seem in the
main eminently reasonable and just. Lnstead of taking away, as at first
proposed, from municipalities the right of granting bonuses for the encour-

agement of local industries under any circumstances, the Municipal
Statutes are now anmended so as ta make a two-thirds majority of ahl
those in the municipality entitled ta vote, necessary ta its bestowal.
This affords a protty sure guarantee o? the rightH of citizeins, and will be

found ta approacli practically very near ta absolute prohibition, while it
avoids arbitrary interference with local autonomy. The Early Ciosing
Bill as finaily passed consists of two parts, anc permissive, the other com-
pulsory. The permissive clauses provide that a certain hour for dlosing

shail be fixed by the municipal councils if three-feurths of the occupiers of
slops petition iii favour of it; or a council May o? its own motion close

the sîops in any line of business or in ail, at any hour not earlier than
seven p.m. The compulsory part of the Bill limuits the hours o? labour for
boys under fourteen and girls under sixteen ycars of age-though the linit,
seventy-four heours per week, is still a very wido one-and enacts, most mer-
cifully, that "lthe occupier of any shop in which are employed femnales shall
at ail tirnes provide and keep thercin a sufficient and 8uitabie seat or- chair
for the use of every such female, and shahl permit hier ta use such seat or
chair when not necessariiy engaged in the work or duty for which she is

* empioyed in such shop." Sucbi an enactment ought not te be necessary in
* a civilized and Christian cammunity, but if noces4ary, as facts unhappily
* show, should be made byevery Government with the least possible dclay.

Ttip, Legisiatures of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, which are now
* in session, have lost no time in adopting the Quebec Ilesolutions. Ln tIc

case o? New Brunswick, after anl animated debate, the vote for adoption
fell short by only four Ilnlies" o? being unanimous. In the Nova Scotia

* Legisiature, thc resolutions wero passed by about the usual party majority,
and, strange ta say, without debate beyond a two-hour speech made by the
Premier in introducing thcm. This liasty action seems ta have been thc

resuit of accident rather than design. In fact, it is'said that lonourablo
nembers on bath sides of the House laving elaborate speeches in prepara-

tion, were not a little clagrined at the unexpected turn of affairs. The
motion was, it appears, put somcewlat lastily by the Speaker, wbcn, dur-
ing a moment of hesitation, some lonourable alembers, whether in jest or
earnest, called for the "lQuestion." At least such is one version of the
affair. Manitoba may be relied on ta give lier sanction ta the Resolutions
promptly on the reassembling of the House. The next step, it is under-

* stood, will take the forai of a deputation, consisting of the Premiers of the
respective Provinces, wlo will go ta England ta lay the resolutions at the
foot of the Throno, that is, o? thc British Ministry. Wlat wilI bc the
final issue it is uselcss ta conjecture.

CONSIDERABLE excitement lias been caused in local palitical circies by
the resignatien of ban. Mr. McShane, Minister of Public Works in the

Quebec Cabinet. The result, which lias long been expccted, is due prinîarily
to jealousies which have long been growing between the Q uebec Nationaiists

and the Irish Catholics, who regarded Mr. McShane as their representative
in the Cabinet. The affair is no doubt a source of seriaus embarrassmient

rta Mr. Mercier, who is understood ta have been pcrsonally boath ta accept

Mr. MeSîane's resignation. Lt is scarcely probable, however, that Mr.
McShane's retirement will lead, as the Conservatives are predicting, ta the

upbreak of the Liberal Cabinet o? Quebec. Mr. Mercier lias, evidentîy,
same heterogeneous and discordant elements ta deal with in the party le
leads, but le lias proved himself ta be a leader of large resources, and May
be able ta tura thc difficulty ta advantage by reconstructing lis Cabinet on
a more stable basis. bis bld an the Province has, on the whole, been
greatly strengthened since ' is accession ta office. Yet the situation lias in
it many elements of difficulty and danger, which a well organized and

harmonious Opposition would have been able to make use of to, its advafl-
tage. The absence of such an opposition is one of the circumatances in

Mr. Mercier's favour. Some interest will attach to the account which it is

said Mr. McShane will shortly render to lis Montreal constituents.

SomIE of the rumeurs concerning alleged dissatisfaction and unrest

amongst the North-West Indians seem almost too direct to be utterly
devoid of foundation. However, Lieutenant-Governor Dewdney, whose
authority, as Indian Commissioner, ought to be good, scouts the idea that

there is danger of trouble. If trouble resuits it is pretty evident that
the Government agents and the Commissioner will be in fault; for it is ini

the last degree improbable that the Indians will go on the war-path except
under pressure of starvation. LMr. Dewdney is no doubt right in the
opinion that the present system of keeping the various tribes on variaUls
reserves is much botter than any of the scheèmes talked of for placing theni
aIl on one reservation or territory. Lt is very satisfactory to leara that
the health of the red man is improving, and the rate of mortaiity diminish-
ing, since hie lias given up his nomadic mode of life. But few wili agree
with Mr. Dewdney that the Indian problom presents no difficuities. That
problem is not siinply how to keep the Indian alive, or to improv8
lis health. Lt is how to make him a self-supporting citizen in the shortest
possib)le time. Lt would be a fatal mistake to regard the reserve systemi
as permanent, or as anything but a stage in the process of civilization.
What people should ask and insist on knowing, definitely is what pragreSs
is being made in the work of civilizing and educating both parents and

children ? llow large a proportion of the Indian children are at schaal,

and learning industrial pursuits, for the two kinds of education should

always go together in their case at least I Could the work of assigniflg
farms iii severalty to the most industriaus and hopeful families and youflg
men be commenced with any hope of success ? We ought ail to know a
great deal more about the North-West Indians than we do.

AccoRDING to present indications it woul(l not be surprising if the
Fisheries Treaty should be di8cussed almost simultaneousiy in the American,
Senate and the Canadian Commons. The discussion is still going on i
the newspapers of the United States. Amongst others, the New York
Tribune has recently published a long letter from Walter Blaine, a son O
the ex-candidate for the Presidency. This letter hias attracted attentions,
perhaps more because of the natural suspicion that it represents the viewo
of the father than of any special weight attacbing ta the utterances of the
son. Mr. Blaine writes froîn Chicago, and so represents to some extent
what an exehange describes as "lthat broad Western view of this dispute
which regards the interest of Maine and Massachusetts in the cod and
mackerel of Canada as extremely small in comparison with the general
interests of the country, and which holds it ta be the utmost folly ta

sacrifice to a local interest the commercial intercourse of two friendlY

neighbours." He speaks with respect of the opinion that "laur eter-nel

bicker over the right to catch cod or mackerei is one unworthy the dignieY
of a great country." Mr. Walter Blaine says that there are but two WaY8

of settling the Fishories dispute: Commercial reprisais against Canada, Or
commercial union and recipracity. The President, in lis opinion, should
use the power vested in hita by Congress ta " deprive Canada of a1l bug"i
ness relations with this country," or "ta grant ta lier " a treaty of reciPro«
city Ilon the basis of unrestrained interclange of products." This 15

illogical enough, seeing that there is open ta the United States the thitd
plan, that of adopting the Chamberlain Treaty; unless indeed he consid5'e
this treaty as no real settiement. This treaty, according ta Mr. Walter
Blaine's own admission, contains some concessions beyond those which are'
in lis view, demanded in the interests of international justice. This '0
especialiy the case in regard ta the question of bays and harbours. R-ef't*
ring tas the decision of the Board of Arbitration in 1857, that bays te"'
miles in width were to be considered as the open sea, le says that thls ~
"ia principle reasonable in itsel/; founded upon the distinctions of inter-
national iaw as laid down by the aider writers, and recognized and adnhitted
by many statesmen in Great Britain and by nearly ail those of other coli'

tries whose opinion is of value." This from a ieading iRepublican '0
certainly a remarkable, thougl frank and lonest, admission, "4But Wa

thens" asks an American exchange, " wilI become of aur dlaim ta exclts'ee
jurisdiction over Delaware Bay and Chesapeake Bay ?

TiiE agitation in favour of an international copyright law is beiflg

pushcd with considerable vigour by many prominent men in the Uiitd
Stai es. Lt is a lopef ul sign wlen speakers and writers on such a question'

cease ta speclilate on the effect which an honest recognition of the cla'030
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