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ire systeni. New York lias $21,000,000 in cash over and
above the otitlay on cstahlishinig Central Park. Mexico
is spcndiîng $10,090,00) on iniprovenients. Buenios Ayres
$70.000,000.

'l'lie park systeni proposes te linkl togetiier the cxisting
sjîaccs aklong the %vaterfront to the 1-lumiiber River, ni) the
1-lumiber val:cy to Lamibtoîî, thence easterly by drives iii
the ravines to the head of Avenue road, thence easterly
to a park above Eglinton avenue, to the Don Valley, to
Riverdaýle Park, easterly again te Scarboro' Cliffs, and
back te the wvaterfront south of. Ashibrîdge's Bay and on
to the Island. Tlîirteen new' îarks would be iliciuded ni this.
Queen's Park is ta ]le a point whieîce parkways mun to
connect it witlî the larger svstemn. The establishing of
twenity-eiglit new playgrotunds iii ail the congested <lis-
tricts is noe smnall part of the Guild's programmine.

In carrving out its plans the Guild proposes th orl
tion of a civic conînîiission tlîat would bie a body witlî a
conitînuous policy.

The report closes wvjtl an appeal to ail citizeiiý te iii-
terest theniselves in tie tvork.

Calgary's City Hall.

W liETHER TO GO on with the work and com-
plete the new city hall, or to board it up andl
abandon it eîîtirely, lias been the subject of

<Ielate aniong the citizens of Calgary for sanie little tinie
back. The city's pliglît as regards its "Nvbite elepliant,"
as the unfinishced municipal builing lias been"dbe,
s an uniusual olle. Not tliat it is anl unconîmion tliing
for ai city -to experience the pangs of "outreugeous for-
ua.liv being assured that a certain building, fully

eqdiîîe<l. can lie bujît for -i specifie sui.i and then to
find tîmat wvheil the structure reaclies a certain stage. an
excessive -auditional aîîîouîît is required to conîplete tlîe
\work: lint bccause tlîe riteliavers in tlîis liarticular case
stulilornlv liulke< whcn it caine to approving of a fur-
tller expeniditure of over onle-lialf the mntit originally
a sked and tuthori zedl.

'l'lie lirtctice, quite general -ainong pronioters of public
builings. of deceiving the ratepayers liv uuîderestinîating
tlîe conillete cost of al structure, iii or<ler to get tlîe
work uindter wvay, lias a elenient of clîicanery .Nvhich is to
lie grcatlv deprecated. Origiiually, the city hall i ques-
tion w~as t9 have dost $150.0900. but niow an acltitiolial
suin of $§0.000 is necessary to comiplete it. H-ad the
proposition been put before the ratepayers clearly and
franlkly iii the first place, thec probaliility is tlîat noe inter-
rupition of the work would have occurred. A body of
rateî)ayers. like anl intlivilual, is open to reason; tlîey
(Io net expect a lietter liuiil<ing thin the>, are williuig to
pay for. Undoubtedly biaU niatters been fully extilaine<l,
and the $230,000 asked for at the ouitset, the ainiotnt %vould
have been fortlbconiinig iii tlîe saine corp d'esprit, as the
suil originally voted.

Usually iii a case of this kind, a cornîmunity forks out
tie extra suimn. and regards such a procedure as al mlatter
of mialadiniistratian or a species of graft. Graft, hlow-
ever, (lOes mit enter into suicli a deal as often as is supposed.
Ev'ery dollar spent iii the bîuildinîg iii question, bas lîcen
fully accoluited for ii thie statemient of expenditure fileU
%vithl the citv'. it nîust hie adinitte<l, nevertheless, tliat
tliere wvas a 'phas5e of trickerv ini the erection of tlîe City
hall, %wbichi place.s a stignia on tliose %vho wvere iulentified
wVith its constructien. This is. indeed. unforttunate, as
tie arelîitect and proioters are thie victinis of self-crea-ted
circuiistances; circunistances ov'er whiclh tlîey liad alîso-
lute control. If ai building of a certain type. equipped
and furnishied a certain wvay. calniot be liuilt for a cer-
tain suin. then let die ratepayers lie told so franklv,

.Plie ratepayers of Calgary are uîot, %ve believe. at
liearf adlverse to voting the suin requircd for the coin-

pleciou.in of the structure, b)ut by turnilîg the proposition
down iii a remeit 1 ileliscite , tbey showved their resenitilit

at being "duped" at tbe tiine tlîe erection of the buildings
svas first advanced. Sucbi things bave liappened before,.
anld will iii ail probability liappenl again. but uîever befère,
îiossibly, lias ai conimunity showved its disapproval so
strongly of this sort of îirocedltre. Just so long as tliere
is a tendency to uni<erestiniate thîe uîltiniate cost of a
building, unnecessary interruptions and difficulties uvill
arise, and those upon wvboni tlîe work devolves uvill be
charged wi-tl eniployiuig inisrepresentation and slîady
mnetlîods at one stage or the other of its developient.

Possibly the niost logical way for a inunicipality to
avoid tlie uinl]eiisa>tness of an affair of tlîis kind is te
appoint a board of assessors. such as is deniauidcd by the
Royal Architectural Insttute of Caniada, to pass uipon Uie
p>lans and fix the conîplete cost of tlîe building according
te thîe market value of labor and thîe materials to lie ciii-
ployed. The fees of sucli a board wvoul<l be but a sinall
consideration at the îîiost, and the cost of the structure
wvould-save possibly for a' slighit variance olle wav or
the otlier--be definitely establislied to the satisfactionî of
il parties couice'ne<l.

Calgary will evidently be prepared to nîceet sucîr
a contingency wvlien any like inmprovement coules up ini
future, ancl otlier mnuiicipalities wvill do w~ell to profit b>'
lier preselît experience. As it is, the city, haIl stanids
to-day practicall aiu abandoned project, aîîd odiiumi lias
l)een lieaped tipoîî tle lîads of tiiose whlo wcre identified
witli its construction. Oîîe cotunciliani at a recent îîîeet-
îng. vented lus spîleen b>' suggestiîig tlîat the building be
turuicd over to tlîe Alberta Governniienu and converted
into a Provincial Jail, but snich agi act uvas frowned upon
as bcing wliolly destitute of civic lîride. Iîîstead, there
is a feeling iiiaîifest tlîat he citizenls are îiow iii a îîîore
generous jiiood. and a petition will slîortly lic circulated
anîong thîe businiess mîenî ond ratepayers requestinig tlîat
tlîe couincil and cininîissioners againi subiîîit the ])y-la%% at
tlîe îîext iitunîcipal electiori. It is quite piossible that if
sufficîcut signatures are obtaiiîed, tlîe by>-law~ tlîis tinie will
lie a<loîte<l.

\Vhile tliere is notlîing to shiow tlîat tlîe niolie>' orig-
iîially voted lias been iii an>' vayi niisapplied, ieverti"eÏ-
less, tlîe jiietliots of carrying ont tlîe projcct, aîid the
nialiner iii wliil payiîenits ivere niade on tlîe wvork, is
being inade the subject of, a searclîing investigation.

Oîîe thing iii conlection wvitl the wliole affair, w'licli
is quite evideiit, is the fact tlîat the practice of under-
estiîîîatiiîg tlie uiltiniate cost of al buildling to lie l>ilt
of certain mnaterials aîîd according to certain specifi-
catioins, resuits in no good. It not ouI>' operates agaiuist
tlîe interest.; of tue arclîitect eniployed, and< Ilus client, but
aise casts al reflectioni on tlîe standing of architecture
as ai profession. Ignorance is noe excuse*, andI wiles ailîd
guiles have iîo place iii architecture. Tlîe 1iolicy of
tricksters anid artificers, is souîîetlîiug to be greatl' <lis-
couraged.by practitioners iii general.

Discrimination iii Fat-or of U.S. Prod-acts

N RARLY A YEAR AGO 'loronto's 'ci ty officias
did tlieniselves "proud", iii defying the Cana-
diaui Custoins autliorities in ail attcuîîpt ta briuîg

iuîto tlîe country plans for thec new filtration plant. wvith-
ont tlîe payuiient of thie riglitful duties. Tlîeir attitudc
iii tliis iîîatter wvas ailytlîiug but becoming civic ofliciaIs
of al cit>' that boasts se loUdl> of its loyalty, and sliouts
so vociferousl>' tlîe "MadIe iii Canîada"' sloganî. T['le caoi-
tention of tlîe offending autliorities, iii the protection of
their aliîîost unteuiable position xvas tlîat it wvas inîipossi-
hie ta secure ain engineer inî Canada witlî sufficient kîw
ledge and experieuîce to design tlîe plant, Toronto liad
vote<l ta build, auîd, wvlile this %vas no excuse for the
violation of aur Custoiîîs laws, it wvas acccptcd for wlîat
it was Wvorthi.

But ive are now presented svitb a case ivliere the
cit>' lias actuall>' discriuîîinated agaiuîst Canadianl pro-


