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CÂNADA'S FLAX PRODUCTION

Mrsh Linon Problem To-day Affords Opportunity to
Dominion

<Faua 3el fast Correspondent.>
In Belfast at prescrnt the wages paid by the big linenmuils, aud aIse by the collateral shipbuilding industry, are

s0 enormeous that t1x. trade in fun co)ats lias neyer known
such a býoom,. Nevcrthecless, theugli presently in the height
of prosperity froru the aspect et the worker, it is doubtful ifever the lrisýh linien business was se involved in a more
tangl(ed skciin etdobt and troubles than just now. Theilrish harvest is, se) tar aoethe average as te give 26,000tons of fiax possibly as the production. But whcn yen reclconthai this la marketed at somnething approaching $ 1,10e per tonit makces thu raw% , rugh ami unrse iber value for 2 5cents per p>ounzd, and in its further stage as fiax yarn worth
four tixue.s that figure. liut tho. big linen tradu of the world
ls met by auy mecans on'tirely depexudeat on Irish-grown flaxeven if it is, very lairel uae n liish manufactured lincrns,The. foreign suppîy ot fIax te hand la up te that ot ast year
se far, ba)th in qtua1iity and quantity, but wlth Russia's dis-astreus deeto fromi the ranka of the allies ne moro can
b. expectcd troim this quarter now, uer when the. ice breaks
in spnin« again.

Save'. Restrictions Inmposed.
Nor can any seed for sowing bo anticipated either, fromRussia. To suipply, the average trade demnands fer linon thistotal supply of flax at prescrnt accumulatod in Ireland wouldb. altogether insufficlent fer the world., Se the. situation is

made even werse new thiit thue goverimnnt as an extra speclal
custerner insists that its 4order--and only the initial entier te
,oot--for' fitty millions ïet fine arroplane linen must bo first

fuîlilled. It may bc deduced then that Canada, the UnitedStates. South Amenica and Australia must perfence go with-
eut linen, or iicept cotton lnstrad.

AIrcady th(, Britishi gevrnunment has put severo restric-
tions on the suplply ef Irish fiax to spinners. Thry are now
allowedi only ene-ha1ff(et thrir uisual consumption, and in seimecases have te struggle thnough without any. Expert ef linon
yarns; hati been ferbiddein entirely' , and it nuay bo orily amatter of weeks before the production ef linen net intended
for gevernirnent pup sesl entircly interdicteti.
Even Unions Uncorgan.

Thle introduction of substitutes i% -at aill times hizardeus
te thue riglit develjopmget ef any industry. To-day margarine
ha, largel1y replaucd butter, and whecn paetimesc! returli it is
pr'obable thalt millions wh smeyars ago wevre insistent on
butter, will net display se persistent a preference. Yet the
Belfast linen manufact'urers hadi hopes that by off erng their
custoers uniena-flax and cotten mixture cloths-witb ailthe finish snd siuartncss that made the, Irish turned eut linens
world famious. thcy couid retain their patronage. It nOw
would seem, hewever, that with the rigerous control of flaxsuch may be debanneti from being "o used te constituto thewefts se necessary fer these union fabrics. As a matter offact, this impcnding fcar bias already sent up the prices ef
unions 15 per cent. within a few weeks.

Many et the linon loomns are unsuitable for cottea woav-
ing, and lu this branch ef the textile producing Belfast marnu-
facturera willingly admit that neither in the ir loms, their
workers' adaptabllity, their ewn financial finesse. non ln thoirmethods of marketing, could they hope te compote in anydegree of profitable succeas with Lancàýslirc producena, Yetwithal ne avenue is open te tlueir energiogsmave lu fancycottenq, voiles and other goods suitable for blouies, cotte»
damaslcs, etc.
Omtbloc le Thrnateniag.

No prospect et any change for the botter la apparent. lIn-deed, thene is full probability that the situation will growmuch werse before it dawns botter. Already hanging evertheo huen industry, hiko a black loud, is the. impcndlag tearthat such supply of fiax soed as will be forthcomlng for nextsprlng's sowing will b. net alone insufficient but et toe poerand unpromising quality as te bond auy great hoe. ef anymuccesstul home «revu crop.
Moreovor, even should the igîS Irish crep be at all equalte last season's, the groater SUPPly from Rusita--on wbld,the. Irishi linon manufacture vas altegether dopoadont for feur-sixths of its raw mateial-vill ho suhvptpA tn a Pm-

And this would give our flun enemy an advantage wb
yearz could net overtake in the world's markets. The Russ
debacle came teo late in the year to have procured Russ
seed and -te have arranged for flax supplies to be forthcom'elsewýhere during next year. It is the verification once ag
of what disastrouis consequences may follow the fallacy
keeping one's tggs in ene basket only.

Con Canada HeIp?
Withal the situation is accepted philosophically by

haif-million of people who are associated with the great lix
industry which thaýt littie corner of nerth-east Ireland hasa couple of generations past muade the hub of the worl
supply, The same policy is not te give way te despair,
te find the best way out. The silver Iining in tlue black cl(
is that line-n may sea>n previde Canada's opportunity toi sup
net alene a goodàly portion of the fiax fibre for next autum
linen manufacture, but aise, te provide much of the seed.
titis sheuld prove te bc so Canada and Ireland wiIl have toni
a bond of commerce and intixnacy which is certain >te bc
dissoluble.
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